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ANNUAL REPORT. 



In gathering the statistics for my report for the past school 
year, great care has been taken to have them correct, especially 
the financial statements. In many cases the County Superin- 
tendents have been obliged to return the district reports to the 
District Clerks for correction, and in some instances they have 
been returned several times. This has occasioned so great a 
delay in preparing and publishing the report as to deprive it of 
much of its value. Steps will be taken ta secure promptness, as 
well as accuracy, in the future. 

The past year has been one of marked progress in the schools 
—most notable in the improvements made to the school houses, 
and the more efficient methods of teaching. Forty new school 
houses have been erected, most of them on approved plans, and 
most of them replacing unsightly, incommodious and incon- 
venient structures. Many other houses have been enlarged or 
reconstructed and refurnished to meet the intelligent demands of 
to-day. 

Although these improvements show a creditable disposition, in 
some portions of the State, to meet modem requirements, there 
are still many buildings of the old style that have become unsuit- 
able for school purposes. The law expressly provides that the 
State school moneys shall be given only to those districts which 

!)rovide "suitable,' school houses, and a strict enforcement of the 
aw would deprive many districts of that portion of their 
revenue which is derived irom the State. 

The State has done much to encourage the construction of new 
school-houses. Provision has been made for loaning the State 
School fund at a low rate of interest, for this ptirpose, and the 
blank bonds and interest coupons are furnished by this office 
without cost to the districts. The cost of building may thus be 
distributed through a series of years, making the annual tax very 
light. The mode of procedure necessary to secure these loans is 
very simple and is fuUy set forth in my "Decisions" published in 
the volume of School Laws. 

As the responsibility of deciding what is a suitable building 
is placed upon this department, it is desirable that the depart- 
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SUMMARY OP STATISTICS — CONTINUED. 



1884-86. 



1885-86. 



Number mediom 

Number good m , 

Number very good „ 

Number of new buildinn erected 

Number of buildings refurnisbed or remodeled 



VALUATION OP SCHOOL PBOPERTY. 

Number of buildings valued at |100 or leas. .. 

Number valued between 8100 and $600 

Number valued between |&00 and 81,000 

Number valued between fl.OOO and 86,000 

Number valued between $6,000 and $10,000. ... 
Number valued between $10,000 and $20,000... 
Number valued between $20,000 and $40,000... 

Number valued above $40,000 

Average value .-. 



ATTENDANCE. 

Total school census between five and eighteen years of 

age 

Total enrollment in the public schools 

Number attending the public schools ten months 

Number attending between Aght and ten months 

Number attending between six and eight months 

Number attending between four and six months 

Number attending less than four months 

Average attendance upon the public schools 

Number of children the public schools will seat 

Number attending private schools ; 

Number attending no school 



Percentage 
Percentage 
Percental 
Percentage 
Percentage 
Percentage 
Percentage 
Percentage 
Percentage 
Percentajge 



PERCENTAQE OF ATTENDANCE. 

attending ten months. 

attending between eight and ten months., 
attending between six and eight months., 
attending between four and six mouths... 

attending less than four months 

of average attendance.. 

attending the public schools 

attending the private schools 

attending no school 

of census the schools will accommodate... 



SCHOOL TERMS. 



Number of districts that maintained school less than 
six months 

Number that maintained school six months, but leas 
than ninemonthx 

Number that maintained school nine months or more... 



228 
681 
682 

27 
68 



22 

262 

473 

686 

102 

60 

60 

28 

$6,191 00 



366,817 

222,817 

12,824 

60,441 

41,296 

86,661 

71,196 

182,017 

200,742 

48,610 

98,683 



.06 
.27 
.19 
.16 
.32 
.69 
.61 
.13 
.26 
.66 



3 

61 
1,298 



Average time the schools have been kept open 9 mos.. 12 days. 



DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS. 

/ 

Number of districts with leas than forty-five children.. 

Number having between forty-five and eighty children 

Number having between eighty and one hundred and 
twenty children 

Number having between one hundred and twenty and 
two hundred children 

Number having between two hundred and five hun- 
dred children 

Number having more than five hundred children 

Average number in the districts, excluding the cities... 

Average number in the districts, including the cities... 



223 

490 

743 

32 

74 



17 
288 
481 i 

666i 

89' 
64: 
72 
27 
$4,676 00 



364,166 

228,741 

9,679 

64.910 

41,122 

34,766 

72,864 

134,480 

198,901 

36,727 

101,671 



.04 
.29 
.19 
.16 
.33 

.6o; 

.621 
.lOj 
.281 
.64 



2 

62 

1,310 

9 mos., 12 days. 



121 
630 

273 

166 

• 110 
67 
130, 
270 ' 



136 
640 

263 

143 

113 

69 

129 

267 



Increase 

or 
Decrease. 



6 decrease. 
41 decrease. 
81 increase 

6 increase. 

6 increase. 



6 decrease. 
24 decrease. 

8 increase. 
30 increase 
13 decrease. 

4 increase. 
13 increase. 

1 decrease. 
$616 00 decrease. 



2, 162 decrease. 

424 increase. 
3, 246 decrease. 
4,469 increase. 

174 decrease. 
1, 796 decrease- 
1,169 increase. 
2,467 increase. 
1,841 decrease. 
11, 783 decrease. 
7,888 increase. 



.02 decrease- 
. 02 increase. 



.Oldecrease- 
. 01 increase. 
. 01 increase- 
. 01 increase. 
.03 decrease. 
.02 increase- 
. 01 decrease- 



1 decrease. 

9 decrease. 
17 increase. 



16 increase. 
10 increase- 

lOdecrease- 

12 decrease- 

3 increase - 

2 increase- 
1 decrease- 

3 decrense. 
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TEACHERS AND SALARIES. 



The number of teachers employed during the year was three 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, this being seventy-nine 
more than in the previous year. Of these, three thousand and 
sixty-nine were women, and eight hundred and twenty-six were 
men. In the previous year, eight hundred and eighteen men were 
employed. More than half of the increase in the number . of 
teachers has been in the cities. Last year, the cities reported 
one thousand four hundred and seventy- seven women and one 
hundred and eleven men ; this year, the cities employed one 
thousand five hundred and twenty-one women and one hundred 
and thirteen men. 

It is encouraging to note that the number of male teachers has 
not fallen off. 1 am certain bur city schools would be made more 
efficient if more men were employed. 

tn the matter of salaries, I am enabled to report a slight im- 
provement. For the entire State, the average salary paid to men 
was $63.01 per month ; to women, $40.51 per month ; and the 
average for all teachers was $45.28 per month. 

The salaries in the cities were much higher than in the smaller 
districts, the average being for men $125.94 per month, for 
women $48.81, and for aU $54.15. 

As the average time that the schools of the State were kept 
open was nine and six-tenths months, the yearly salaries will 
average about as follows : 

In the entire State, average salary to women $388 90 

In the entire State, average salary to men 604 90 

In the entire State, average salary to all 434 69 

In the cities, the average time the schools were kept open was 
ten months, and the salaries will average about as follows : 

In the cities, average salary paid to women $488 10 

In the cities, average salary paid to men 1,259 40 

In the cities, average salary paid to all 541 50 

The following table will show the average increase and decrease 
in the several counties, as compared with the previous year : 
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ic Citj... 



Brldgeton..' 



Kllabeib... 
GlODCesMr Cit;... 

JeraevCliy. ."..'... 
MUtvAle 

Nawark.... '.','.','.'.'. 
New Bmoawlck. 

PtmtE:'.. '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Patenon 

FerttaAmbav 

PhlUlHbniK 

PlHlnfleld 

Bale™'.''!!!!;;:'. 

Trenlon 

These figures show a great improTement OTer those reported 
last year. Of these twenty cities that make special reports^ to 
this department, only four have made any reductions in salaries, 
and only one in the salaries of both males and females Paterson 
leportB a reduction in the salaries of men, but an increase in the 
salaries of women, which more than balances it. Six cities have 
made no changes and the others hare all increased salaries. 

The appropriation annually made by the State will permit 
many districts to pay better salaries to their teachers than tiie^ 
now receive, if the money be used in accordance with the spint 
and intention of the law. It is custom, however, in these dis- 
tricts, to hire cheap teachers and to permit unexpended balances 
to remain in the hands of the township collectors. The State 
appropriation is made not only for specified purposes, but for a 
specified time — namely, the school year ending August 31st next 
after the appropriation is made. A. strict interpretation of the 
law will not permit these balances to be used for any purpose 
whatever after this date. The appropriations are not too large, 
and they should be used to secure the best teachers possible. 

TEACHEES' CEBTIFICATE8. 

In addition to those issued to the graduates of the Normal 
School, the State Board of Examiners have issued thirty-two eer< 
tificaies, twenty-seven of the first grade and five ol the second 
grade. Nine of the first grade and two of the second grade have 
been issued upon examinations and eighteen of the first grade 
and three of the second grade have been issued under the rule 
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that permits the hoard to issue them to those who have a record 
in this State of ten years of successful principalship. These cer- 
tificates, either with or without examination, are issued only to 
those teachers whose scholarship and teaching ability are of the 
highest order. 

in table XX will be found statistics of the certificates issued 
by the county superintendents. From them it appears that of 
the one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five certificates issued, 
eighty-five per cent, were of the third grade, ten and one-half per 
cent, of the second ^ade, and only four and one-half per cent, of 
the first grade. This record is but a trifle better than that of the 
previous year, in which eighty-four per cent, of the certificates 
were of the third grade, eleven and one-half per cent, of the 
second grade, and four and one-half per cent, of the first grade. 

Most of these were issued to beginners, but too many were 
issued to teachers of experience, who are contented to taKe out 
a third grade certificate year after year. As the scholarship re- 

auired to obtain this certificate is of a very low grade, I suggest 
lat the grade be raised, or that teachers be required to hold a 
higher certificate after two or three years of service. 

Comparing the report with that of last year, we note a decided 
improvement in the counties of Cape May, Essex, Mercer, Morris, 
Somerset and Union. 

The standing of all the teachers in the State, as regards cer- 
tificates, is shown in the following table : 



STATU 
I CBRTIPICATI't*. 



COUNTY 
OBKTIF CATPH. 



CITY 
CBRTIFICATEH. 



COUNTIES. 



bfi 



hi 



A tlanti c 1 

Baven 13 

Smiiiuloii. s, 

Camden 13' 

Cape May 4. 

Cumberland 6' 

Bnez. 21| 

GloQcester 6 

Hudson 34' 

HonterdoD 7 

Mercer 1^ 

Middlesex 7 

Monmonth 7 

Morris 4 

Ocean 1 

Passaic 10 

Salem. 1 

Somerset 4 

Sussex 2 

Union 15 

Warren 3 

Total 175 



^ ■ ! ■ I 

(2 Eh ; P^ 

3 S 16 

13 i' 31 

C 4, 32 

6 1 11 
1 \2' 

7 2 le; 

26 8 29! 

5 2 12 

10 1 16i 

7 1 IS 

14 7 m 
14 13 

7 2 29, 

1 1 1' 

'I 

12 2 9 

12 10 

5 3 23 

1 2»;; 

5 26! 

. . . . i 26 

150. 33. 382 



9 



a 



21 
80 
32 

l. 

18 
21 
22 

8 
20 
48 
17 
16 

6 
11 
25 
20 
24 
€5 



9i 

c 






28 
35 
105 
M 
19^ 
68 
5S. 
67 
?8 
90 
46 
64 
115 
105 
40 
19 
50 
43 
70 
S 
55 



a> 



I V 



Ob 



be 

'a 
a 
c 

I 



V 



Eh 



OfO 



03 






^ I 



CO 



9, 

o 








7 


5 .. 




• • • • 


. 


24 


30 


79 .. 


. . . 1 


» • • • 


21 
362 
.... 1 . 
320 


18 
3 

'm 


9 .. 

3 .. 



22 


1 

1 

• • • ' • • 

6 


15 
8 

• • • • 

3 


70 . 









9 


48....;: 

1 




• • • • 

1 .. 

2 ,. 


3 


14 












63 


no 

3 


2 .. 
13 ,. 


■ • • • 


2 
3 


■ 


29 

• 


51 




I .. 


2 
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A comparison of this table with a similar one in last year's re- 
port shows a decided improvement. While last year thirty-two 
per cent, of all the teachers held third grade county certificates^ 
this year only thirty per cent, hold them. 

Forty teachers are repprted from the cities as holding no cer- 
tificate at all. Although these cities control their own school 
systems under their special charters or laws, there is nowhere ex- 
press authority given them to employ teachers without certifi- 
cates. In this respect, the ^enerjd school law must apply to 
them, as well as to other districts. Where power is given to city 
boards to grant certificates, it becomes a duty which should not 
be overlooked. 

With this exception, this report from the cities is very good, as 
their certificates are all of a grade equal to or higher than those 
issued by county superintendents. 

CERTIPICATES TO GRADUATES OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

February Class. 



Name. 

Jennie H. Kverett, 
Jesse A. Whitney, 
John Riegraf , 



ADVANCED COURSE. 

Residence. 

Branchville, Sassex county, 
Hackensack, Bergen connty, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 



Date of Issue. Date of Ezpir't'n. 
January 29, 1886, January 89, 1880. 



it 



t( 



Name. 

Ida L. Crowellf 
Winnie Famariss, 
Jesse Fergusson, 
Blizabelh MacFarlan, 
Josephine B. Milspaugh, 
Lydia E. Sk^llenger, 
Ajine Stokes, 
Mabel R. Tudor, 
R. Howell Tice, 



BLSMENTABY COUBSE. 

Residence. 

Rahway, Union county, 
Beverly, Burlington, county, 
Beverly, Burlington county, 
Hawthorne, Passaic county, 
Rutherford, Bergen county, 
Pottersville, Hunterdon county, 
Tennent, Monmouth, county, 
Hammonton, Atlantic county, 
Williamstown, Gloucester county, 



Date of Issue. 


Date of Expirt*n 


January 29, 1886. 


January 29, 1898. 































June Class. 



Name. 

Jennie M. Ayars, 
May Bailey, 
Carrie H. Bateman, 
Sadie B. Brewster, 
L. Augusta Clay, 
Ella Drew, 
Minnie V. Flynn, 
Emma L. Oilman, 
Carrie Higgins, 
Ivy Jones, 
Annie Magill, 
Sara T. Powell, 
Mar^. H. Quackenbush, 
Maria L. Stokes, 
Margaret Todd, 
Alletta Knox Veghte, 
A. Maud Willis, 



ADVANCED COUBSE. 

Residence. 

Williamstown, Gloucester county, 
Glenwoodj Sussex countv. 
Port Norris, Cumberland county, 
Woodbridge, Middlesex county, 
Elizabeth, Union county, 
Vernon, Sussex county, 
Bordentown, Burlington county, 
Perth Amboy, Middlesex county, 
Bordentown, Burlington county. 
New Brunswick, Middlesex county, 
Blackwood, Camden county, 
Bordentown, Burlington county, 
Hackensack, Bergen connty. 
Tennent, Monmouth county, 
Shamong, Burlington county, 
Somerville, Somerset county, 
Jersey City, Hudson county. 



Date of Issue. 

June 1. 1886. 
(I 

(( 

U 
i( 
(( 

»( 

il 
»( 



Date of Expir't'n. 
June 1, 1896. 

(4 



it 

(( 

it 

(( 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



U. Maude DooUttle, 
Buanel E. DeCotUa, 
Manht F. BonlaU, 
Kate H. Jonlemon, 
Fiaueli R. Kel^, 



Baaking Bldge 

RntherTord, »_„ 

Rnthcifoid, Bergen ce 



Minnie A 
Bdwlu a. LuDdv, 
HainntA. MOlar, ' 
Auula B. Ifonn, 



If. Jennie Banker, Wlllianutown, OloncesMr county, ** " 

Jannle 91 . Slronii, Colt's Neck, Honmootb conntj, " " 
Llllie P. VanUer, BIKaborg^Camden conntr, 

JaadeTtijlor, LaoreuceTllle, Mercer conntr, " " 

In the following table is shown the number of graduates from 
onr State Normal School who have taught in each county during 
the year : 



COUNTIBS. 




This is seventeen less gradnates than taught daring the pre* 
vioas year, and thirty-four less under graduates. In the nine- 
teen years that the Normal School has oeen eetablished, it has 
graduated one thousand one hundred and forty-four teachers, 
fonr hundred and seventy of whom have graduated within the 
past ten years and two hundred and BeventV'Six within the last 
Eve years, excepting the class just graduated. Those who taught 
last year are but twenty-four per cent, of the whole number that 
have been oertifioaited, sixty-one per cent, of those certificated 
within ten years, and twenty-four more than have been certifi- 
cated within five years. 
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TERMS OF SERTIOE. 

The following tables are full of iuterest. They indioate, in a 
measure, the decree of satisfaction with which the work of teaoh- 
ere ie accepted oy school officers, and they also afford some iodi- 
cation of the proportion of teachers who accept their work as a 
life-work rather than as a temporary expedient. Other things being 
equal, experience is valuable to a teacher, and hia powers asd 
opportunities for usefulness increase with Ms stay in the same 
place. A long term of service in the same school may generally 
be accepted as a proof of confidence and respect on the one side, 
and of rectitude and well doing on the other. 
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This record is made in spite of the tendency of our popolation 
toward the large cities on either side of us, and we may point 
to it with pride as a record of faithfulness and devotion to duty. 
Comparing it with the figures of last year we find that the num* 
ber who have served from twenty to twenty-five years is increased 
by ten, the number who can count from fifteen to twenty years 
in the same school is increased by eighteen, nine more have 
served from ten to fifteen years, twenty-six more from five to ten 
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ye&TB, and fifty-two more from one to five years. The numbet 
who have served bnt a year or less ia thirty-five leae than last 
year. 

More than forty-five per cent, of our teachers have been in 
their present schools longer than five years, more than twenty- 
two per cent, longer than ten years, about seven per cent. longer 
than fifteen years, and nearly three per cent, for twenty years or 
more. The averrge term of service in the same schools is four 
years and four months, one month longer than was shown in last 
year's report. This average is exceeded in Camden, Hudson, 
!Easez, Mercer, Union, Cumberland, Middlesex and Passaic, the 
hi^est average, seven years and six months, beii^ in Camden. 

In the following table are presented the same statistics for the 
cities : 




It 



I P 



These figures also compare favorably with those presented last 
year. One more teacher has served over twenty-five years, six 
more from twenty to twenty-five years, eighteen more from 
fifteen to twenty years, five more from five to ten years, and 
{ortj-oue more from one to five years, while the number who have 
served but one year or less is tnirty-fonr less than'kst year. 

Only about nine per cent, of our teachers have taught a year 
or less in their present schools, while about fifty-five per cent. 
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have t&aght more than five years, about thirty-one per oent. have 
taught more than ten years, about thirteen per cent, more than 
fifteen years, abont fonr per cent, more than twenty years, and 
about two per oent. more than twenty-five years. 

The average service is now seven years and six months, five 
months more than last year. This averse is exceeded in Glou- 
cester City, New Brunswick, Trenton, Camden, Bahway, Elisa- 
beth, Newark, Hoboken and Bridgeton. 

TOTAL EXPEBIENCE OF TEACHEBS. 

The following tables, showing the total experience of teaohers, 
are also very encoort^ng, and are creditable alike to local super- 
intendents and local school boards. So far as I know, no other 
State can show so large a proportion of experienced teachers. 
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The average teaching experience of all the teachers in the 
State is seven years and nine months, two months higher than 
last year. The counties that exceed this average are Oamden, 
Bergen, Union, Mercer, Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, 
Morris and Passaic, the highest average being in Camden. In 
only two counties, Atlantic and Ocean, is the average experience 
less than five years. 
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About fifty-four per cent, of our teachers bare an experience 
of more than five years, nearly twenty-nine per cent, of more 
than ten years, nearly fifteen per cent, of more than fifteen 
years, nearly seven per cent, oi more than twenty years, and 
nearly three per cent, of more than twenty-five years. Only 
about ten per cent, have an experience of a year or less. 

The following table represents the same statistics for the cities : 
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From the above, it appears that of our city teachers, more 
than three per cent, have an experience of more than twenty-five 
years, about seven per cent, of more than twenty years, about 
eighteen per cent, of more than fifteen years, about thirty-five 
per cent, of more than ten years, and sixty-two per cent, of more 
than live years. Only six per cent, have taught one year or less. 

The averaee for all of the cities is nine years, and this average 
is exceeded m Gloucester, Elizabeth, Bahway, New Brunswick, 
Trenton, Camden, Bridgeton, Morristown, Salem, Plainfield and 
Newark. 

THE SCHOOL TERM. 

There are one thousand three hundred and sixty-four school 
districts in the State, and of these fifty-four have failed to keep 
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their schook open nine months, as required by law. These dis- 
tricts are situated in the following counties : In Ocean oountj, 
ten ; Burlington, nine ; Atlantic, six ; Gloucester, five ; Warren, 
five ; Cumberland, four ; Hunterdon, three ; Camden, two ; Cape 
May, two ; Morris, two ; Somerset, two ; Monmouth, one ; Passaic, 
one ; Salem, one ; and Sussex, one. In Atlantic, two districts 
kept their schools open less than six months. 

Various reasons are given for this failure to observe the law. 
In some cases, the school houses were destroyed by fire, and the 
failure could not be avoided. In too many cases, the only rea- 
son given is the falling off in attendance. In a few sparsely 
popidated districts, this may sometimes be accepted as a valid 
excuse, but as keeping the school open the required time is one 
of the conditions upon which they receive their State appro- 
priation, reasonable exertions should be made to secure atten- 
dance. 

There are fewer of these delinquent districts, however, than in 
previous years. In 1883-4 there were seventy districts that 
maintained their schools less than nine months, and six districts 
that kept their schools open less than six months. In 1884-5, 
there were sixty-four of the first and three of the second class, 
and in 1885-6 there are reported but fifty-four of the first and 
but two of the second. I am confident that the number may be 
still further reduced. 

Less than four per cent, of all the schools have been kept open 
less than nine months. On the other hand, many schools have 
been kept open more than nine months, so that the average for 
aU the schools in the State has been the same as last year, nine 
and six-tenths months. 

In the cities, the average was ten months, Camden, Elizabeth, 
Gloucester and Perth Amboy going above this average, and At- 
lantic City and New Brunswick falling below it. 

ATTENDANCE OF PUPILS. 

The attendance of pupils for the past three years may be pre- 
sented as follows : 

1885-6 1884-5 1883-4 

Percentage of total school census at- 

tj^^ing public schools 611 .607 .609 

Torcentage attending private schools . .109 .137 .138 

Percentage attending no school 280 .256 .245 

Percentage attending ten months. .... .026 .035 .027 

Percentage attending from eight to 

ten months .178 .165 .174 

Percentage attending from six to eight 

months 113 .113 .112 



1884-5 


1883 4 
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.097 


.194 


.196 


.058 


.045 


.272 


.287 


.186 


.188 


.164 


.159 


.32 


.326 
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1885-6 

Percentage attending from four to six 

months 095 

Percentage attending less than four 

months 194 

Percentage of total enrollment attend- 
ing ten months 043 

Percentage attending ttoia eight to 

ten months . .291 

Percentage attending from six to eight 
months 185 

Percentage attending from fonr to six 
months 156 

Percentage attending less than fonr 

months 325 

These figures tell their own story. In the last year, there 
has been an increase of four children in a thousand who 
have attended school, but an increase of twenty- five in a 
thousand who have attended no school. Of the pupils, the 
attendance for ten months has fallen off, but the attendance 
for eight months has been a little better. The most striking facts 
are that but about sixty per cent, of our school population are 
enrolled in the public schools, that more than nineteen per cent. 
of them attend less than four months, and that nearly one-third 
of all who are enrolled attend less than four months in the year. 

The percentage of the entire school population enrolled in the 
several counties in the past three years is presented as follows : 

PerceDtage of School Censas enrolled. 
Coiinties. 1885-6 1884-5 1888-4. 

Cape May 85 

Sussex 85 

Cumberland 82 

Warren .82 

Salem 81 

Gloucester 79 

Ocean 78 

Hunterdon 77 

Atlantic 75 

Somerset 72 

Monmouth 70 

Burlington 68 . 

Camden 67 

Morris 67 

Passaic 66 
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.78 


.73 
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.74 


.72 


.71 


.71 
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.63 


.68 


.55 
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.43 


.45 
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PerceDti^e of School Censas enrolled. 
Counties. 1885-6^ 

Bergen. . 64 

Middlesex 59 

Mercer 56 

Union 53 

Essex 50 

Hudson 48 

The counties that stand lowest in enrollment are those which 
contain the large and growing cities, which fail to provide suffici- 
cient school accommodations. In some of them, hundreds of 
children who apply for admission are turned away for want of 
room, and hundreds more fail to apply because others are refused. 
This state of things is certainly not creditable to the cities 
which show so much enterprise in other directions. 

The percentage of the school population enrolled in the cities 
is shown below : 

Percentage of the School census enrolled. 
Cities. 1885-6. 1884-5. 1883-4. 

Millville 89 .92 .89 

Atlantic City 74 .78 .82 

PhiUipsburg 72 .80 .76 

Bridgeton 70 .68 .72 

Bahway 68 .61 .70 

Paterson 67 .74 .74 

Salem 67 .71 .61 

Camden 65 .61 .69 

Gloucester City 64 .65 .47 

Plainfield 60 .58 .59 

Passaic 55 .51 .62 

New Brunswick .52 .55 .52 

Morristown 51 .50 .52 

Trenton 50 .47 .44 

Newark 49 .51 .48 

Jersey City .*. . .46 .40 .43 

Perth Ajnboy 45 .46 .48 

Hoboken 44 .47 .50 

EUzabeth 43 .43 .42 

Orange 36 .38 .36 

Only five of these cities enroll seventy per cent or more of 
their school population, and six fail to enroll fifty per cent. If 
the cities that provide accommodations can hold in their schools 
so large a proportion of the children, it is fair to suppose that in 
ten of the cities named above many children are deprived of the 
school facilities which the constitution of the State and the 
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statute enacted to carry out its provision intends they shall have. 
Ify through the negligence of municipalities, this statute fails to 
^^proyide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and 
efficient system of free public schools for the instruction of all 
the children in the State *' of school age, it is surely the constitu- 
tional duty of the legislature to enact a law which cannot fail. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

The work of the schools has been much impeded, in the past, 
by* a lack of uniformity in text books, but an improyement is 
niade in this respect from year to year. Last year the number of 
districts in which there was not uniformity was reduced from two 
hundred and eighty-eight to one hundred and fifty-four, and this 
year they have been still further reduced to one hundred and 
forty-one. 

In one hundred and eighty-three districts, the text books are 
famished by the district. Iii all the cities, except Jersey City, 
New Brunswick, Orange, Phillipsburg, Plainfield, Salem and 
Trenton, the books are all furnished to the puplis, and in Jersey 
City, New Brunswick and Salem, they are partly furnished. The 
wisdom and economy of furnishing the books are too apparent 
to be dwelt upon. Any other poucy in a city or large school is 
" penny wise and pound foolish.** 



DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRABIES. 

The following schools have established or added to their free 
school libraries during the year : 

Atlantic county, first application, Nos. 1 (Texas Avenue School) 
and 12, (School No. 2) ; second appUcation, No. 23 ; third appli- 
cation, Nos. 1 (Indiana Avenue and New Jersey Avenue Schools), 
26 and 47 ; fourth application, Nos. 12 (School No. 1), 18 and 38 ; 
fifth application. No. 48 (Central School) ; sixth application. No. 1 
(Pennsylvania Avenue School) ; eighth application,Nos. 15 and 16. 

Bergen county, first application, Nos. 21^, 25 and 33 ; second 
application, Nos. 2 (School No. 1) and 4 ; third application. No. 
55 ; fourth application, Nos. 12, 13 and 42 ; fifth application. No. 
31 ; seventh application. No. 45 ; eighth application, Nos. 15 
and 40 ; thirteenth application, Nos. 6 and 37. 

Burlington county, second application, No. 13 ; fourth appli- 
cation, iNos. 15, 25 and 29 (School No. 1). 

Camden county, second application, No. 1 (School No, 2) ; 
third application. No. 12 (School Nos. 1), 16 and 41 (School No. 1) ; 
fourth appUcation, No. 18 ; ninth application. No. 21. 

Cape May county, second appHcation, No. 24 ; fourth applica- 
tion, ITo. 28. 
3 
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Cumberland comity^ first application, Nos. 37 and 54 ; second 
application. No. 17, (School No. 1) ; third application. No. 31. 

Essex county, first application, No. 7 (Centre Primary School) 
and No. 14 ; second application, Nos. 3, 39 (School No. 2), 43 
(Lafayette Street and South Eighth Street Schools), and No. 44 
^Valley School) ; third application, Nos. 10, 42 and 43 (Lawrence 
Street, Commerce Street, Newton Street and Walnut Street 
Schools; ; fourth application, Nos. 43 (Oliver Street School) and 
44 ^Park Avenue School) ; fifth application. No. 7 (Berkeley and 
Brookside Schools) ; sixth application, Nos. 8 (School No. 2) ; 
38, 43 ^High, Webster Street and Central Avenue Schools), and 
44 ^Lincoln Avenue School) ; seventh application. No. 44 (High 
School; ; eighth application, No. 39 (School No. 1) ; ninth 
application, Nos. 7 (CJentre School) and 27 ; eleventh application. 
No. 8 (School No. 1). 

Gloucester county, first application, Nos. 30 and 38 ; second 




tion, No. 16 ; seventh application, No. 1 (School No. 2) ; tenth 
application, No. 1 (School No. 1.) 

Hudson county, first application, Nos. 6, 8, and 13 (Schools 
Nos. 6 and 20) ; third application, Nos. 13 (School No. 12), and 
15 (Schools Nos. 4 and 5) ; fourth application. No. 13 (School 
No. 8) ; fifth application, No. 13 (Schools Nos. 14 and 21) ; sixth 
application, No. 12 (School No. 4) ; ninth application, Nos. 12 
(Schools Nos. 1, 2 and 3) and 13 (School No. 7). 

Hunterdon county, first application, Nos. 12, 25, 47, 48 and 72 ; 
second application, Nos. 32 (Schools Nos. I and 2) ; 94, 98 and 
104 ; third application, No. 78 ; eighth application, No. 67. 

Mercer county, seventh application, No. 29. 

Middlesex county, first application, Nos. 68 and 76 ; second 
application. No. 61 ; fifth application, No. 72 (School No. 1) ; 
sixth application. No. 73 (Hale School) ; seventh application, No. 
39 ; ninth application, No. 73 (Livingston Avenue, Carman 
Street, Gulden Street and French Street Schools) ; tenth appli- 
cation. No. 73 (Bayard Street School). 

Monmouth county, first application, Nos. 25, 85 (Schools Nos. 
6 and 7) and 94^ ; second application, Nos. 34, 78 (School No. 1) 
and 83 ; third application, No. 48 (School No. 1), 64 and 85 ; 
(Schools Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5) ; fourth application, Nos. 67 and 85 
(School No. 1) ;^fth application, Nos. 38, 42 and 47 ; sixth appli- 
cation, No. 102 ; seventh application, No. 49. 

Morris county, first apphcation. No. 62 ; second application, 
No. 87 ; third application, No. 88 ; fourth application. No. 48 ; 
fifth application, No. 59 ; sixth application, No. 20 ; eighth appli- 
cation, No. 79 ; fifteenth application, No. 82. 
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Ocean coontj, first application, No. 2 ; third application, No. 
23. 

Passaic county, first application. No. 35 (School No. 11); 
second application, Nos. 2 and 23 ; third application, No. 28 ; 
fourth application. No. 35 (Schools Nos. 6 and 9) ; fifth appli- 
cation, No. 35 (Schools Nos. 2 and 10) ; sixth application, No. 15. 

Salem county, first appUcation, Nos. 4, 28, 43, 58 and 60 ; fifth 
application. No. 52. 

Somerset county, first application, Nos. 32, 45 and 68 ; second 
application, Nos. 9 and 34 ; third application, Nos. 20 and 22 ; 
fourth application. No. 27 ; fifth application, Nos. 11 and 47. 

Sussex county, first application, Nos. 29, 83 and 114 ; second 
application, Nos. 18, 24, 33 and 36 ; third application, No. 92 ; 
sixth application. No. 103. 

Union county, first application. No. 5 (School No. 4) ; third ap- 
plication. No. 15 ; fifth application. No. 5 (Schools Nos. 1 and 2) ; 
seventh application. No 27 ; ninth application. No. 19 ; tenth ap- 
plication. No. 18. 

Warren county, second application. No. 48 ; third application. 
No. 32 ; fourth application, Nos. 31 and 86. 

The number of first applications made during the year was 
forty-one, an increase of one ; of second applications, thirty- 
three, an increase of three ; of third applications thirty-seven, an 
increase of nineteen ; of fourth applications twenty-three, a de- 
crease of eight ; of fifth applications nineteen, an increase of five ; 
of sixth applications fourteen, an increase of five ; of seventh ap- 
plications seven, an increase of one ; of eighth applications seven, 
a decrease of one ; of ninth applications twelve, an increase of 
nine ; of tenth applications three, the same as last year ; of 
eleventh applications one, an increase of one ; of twelfth appli- 
cations none, a decrease of two ; of thirteenth applications two, 
and increase of two ; of fourteenth applications none, a decrease 
of one ; of fifteenth applications one, an increase of one. The 
total number for the year is two hundred, an increase of thirty- 
five. 

Seven hundred and eighty-eight schools have established school 
libraries. One hundred and fifty-seven have made the second 
application ; ninety-two have made the third application ; sixty- 
five have made the fourth application ; thirty-seven have made 
the fifth application ; thirty-two have made the sixth application ; 
eighteen have made the seventh application ; ten have made the 
eighth application ; fourteen have made the ninth application ; 
six have made the tenth application ; one has made the eleventh 
application ; two have made the thirteenth application ; one has 
made the fifteenth application. 

The total number of applications is two thousand and twenty- 
four. 
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COUNTIES. 



Atlantic 

Bersen 

Bonington .. 

Camden 

Cape May.... 
Cnmberliuid. 



Gloucester. 

Hudson 

Hunterdon . 

Mercer 

Middlesex... 
Monmouth .. 
Morris..^.... 

Ocean. 

Paasaic 

Salem 

Somerset.... 

Sussex 

Union 

Warren. 
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have taught more than five yeais, about thirty-one per cent, have 
taught more than ten years, about thirteen per cent, more than 
fifteen yeare, aboat fonr per cent, more than twenty yeare, and 
abont two per cent, more than twenty-five years. 

The average service is now seven years and six months, five 
months more than last year. This avenge is exceeded in Qlon- 
oester City, Mew Bnmswick, Trenton, Camden, Bahway, Blisa- 
beth, Newark, Hoboken and Bridgeton. 

TOTAL EXPEBIENOE OF TEACBEB8. 

The following tables, showing the total experience of teaoheis, 
are also very dncoar^jing, and are creditable alike to local anper- 
intendents and local school boards. So far as I know, no other 
State can show so lai^e a proportion of experienced teachers. 
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The average teaching experience of all the teachers in the 
State is seven years and nine months, two months higher than 
last year. The counties that exceed this average are Camden, 
Bergen, Union, Mercer, Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, 
Morris and Passaic, the highest average being in Camden. In 
only two counties, Atlantic and Ocean, is the averse experience 
less than five years. 
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About fifty-fonr per cent, of onr teachers have an experience 
of more than five years, nearly twenty-nine per cent, of more 
than ten jearB, nearly £fteen per cent, of more than fifteen 
years, nearly seven per cent, of more than twenty years, and 
nearly three per cent, of more than twenty-five years. Only 
about ten per cent, have an experience of a year or less. 

The following table represents the same statisticB for the cities : 
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From the above, it appears that of our city teachers, more 
than three per cent, have an experience of more than tweuty-five 
years, about seven per cent, of more than twenty yeare, about 
eighteen per cent, of more than fifteen years, about thirty-five 
per cent, of more than ten years, and sixty-two per cent, of more 
than five years. Only six per cent, have tanght one year or less. 

The average for all of the cities is nine years, and this average 
is exceeded m Gloucester, Elizabeth, Bahway, New Brunswick, 
Trenton, Camden, Bridgeton, Morristowu, Salem, Flainfield and 
Newark. 

THE SCHOOL TERM. 

There are one thousand three hundred and sixty-four school 
districts in the State, and of these fifty-four have failed to keep 
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CITIES. 



Atlantic City . . 
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41 


3 60 


.69 


42 


36 


.72 


.^6 


60 


46 


.69 


.90 


4S 


40 


2.67 


.86 


61 


47 


.64 


.85 


50 


46 


.90 


.92 


43 


41 


.02 


.96 


38 


34 


.62 


.86 


4a 


36 


1.31 


.86 


46 


41 


.26 


.89 


64 


61 


.11 


.93 


63 


41 


.60 


.77 


46 


38 


.26 


.85 


43 


36 


.67 


.76 


34 


30 


1.06 


.77 


41 


36 


1.39 


.66 



Average. 



47 



40 



.96 



.83 



This shows a gain in the following cities : Perth Amboy .11^ 
Millville .10, Newark .07, New Brunswick .07, Passaic .02, Glou- 
cester City .01, and Phillipsburg .01. 

The cities that show a falling off in attendance are, Trenton 
.15, Orange .06, Eahway .06, Morristown .05, Bridgeton .04, 
Elizabeth .03, Atlantic City .02, Camden .02, Hoboken .01 and 
Paterson .01. 

The best attendance is reported in New Brunswick .95, Perth 
Amboy .93, Newark .92, Elizabeth .91, Jersey City .90, Hoboken 
.86 and Passaic .86. The lowest attendance is reported by Tren- 
ton .66, Gloucester City coming next with .69. 
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OTBBOBOTTOED SCHOOL BOOMS. 

We are glad to note that the cases of orer-crowding are de- 
oreasiiig year by year. In the year 1883-4, one hondred and 
edxty-tTO rooms were reported as having eighty pnpils or more. 
Jjast year the Dumber had been reduced to one hnndred and 
thirty-four, and this year bat one hnndred and seven are re- 
ported. Of these Edity-tonx are in the diiea, as follows : 
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Comparing this report with that of last year, we find that Mill- 
Tille, Orange, Passaic and Salem have disappeared from the hst, 
and Morristown, Faterson and Trenton have been added, but 
two of these have only one room each, the other two rooms, 
with from eighty to ninety pupUs. In Jersey City and Camden 
the evil is greatest, and Elizabeth has (our rooms, in each of 
which are crowded more than one hundred and twenty pupils. 

These rooms are all in primary departments, where the pupils 
need more care and attention than in the higher classes. It is 
qnite needless to say that no teacher can properly teach and 
care for a hundred little children, and that there is great risk in 
crowding so many children into a single room. 

In this respect, the schools outside of the cities make the fol- 
lowing showing : • 
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COUNTIES. 


j 
Nomber of district. 


Averai^ number en- 
rolled. 


fierzen. 


36 
46 

1 
68 

87 

88 

45 

6 
6 

8 
11 
11 
10 

12 
13 

24 
42 

86, School No. 

85, School No. 

86, School No. 
86, School No. 
86, School No. 
86, School No. 

48 
72 
84 
46 
62 

88>^ 

66 

37 

9 
64 

1 

45 
44 

61 
29 
78 

64 

10 
88 
32 


2 
2 
2 
8 
2 
4 


88 


R 


86 


Burling^n 


86 




86 


Cumberland 


83 


Essex 


86 


Gloucester 


86 


Hudson , 


81 


u 


88 


4( 


86 


41 


87 


It 


112 


U 


189 


Hunterdon 


88 


4( 


118 


Middlesex 


66 


4( 


86 


Monmouth.. 


% 


80 




80 


44 


80 


44 


80 


44 


82 




88 


44 


86 




88 


44 


90 


44 


96 


44 


93 


Morris 


86 


44 


88 


44 


92 




96 


44 


98 


44 


.......>&.. -. . • .. 


103 




86 


44 


96 


Somerset 


80 




82 


44 


90 


Sussex 


87 


Warren 


89 




103 


44 


119 



Total uumber of rooms having eighty pupils or more, forty- 
three. 



Since last year, Atlantic and Ocean have been taken from the 
list, and Gloucester and Sussex added, but the total number of 
rooms reported is ten less than last year. 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



EVENING SCHOOI£. 

Evening schools were maintaiiied in eleven cities last winter, 
the average term being thirteen and five-tenths weeks. As com- 
pared witii the previons winter, four more cities maintained 
schools, twenty-nine more teachers were empicnred, one hundred 
and eighteen more pnpils were enrolled, and 15,912.40 more was 
expended in their support. 

Statistics are presented in the following table : 



NnrBroiuiwick.., 



TECHNIOAL AND INDUSTRIAL EDOOATION. 

But one technical school has been established under the act of 
1881, that is the city of Newark. The success that has attended 
this school from the start should induce other cities to avail 
themselves of the very liberal terms of the law. A report of this 
school appears in the appendix. 

Effort is being made in several towns to add industrial educa- 
tion to the conrse of academical instruction pursued in the 
schools, and wherever this effort has been intelligently directed, 
the best results have followed. 

The most sncc^sful effort in this direction has been made in 
Montclair, under the direction of the Superintendent, Prof. Ran- 
dall Spaulding. In the summer of 1882, a room in the school 
building was fitted up with carpenter's benches, tool racks and 
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boxes, and twenty-five sets each of carpenters' and carvers' toolv^ 
the whole at a cost of about $350.00. 

In his last report, Sapt. Spaulding says : 

^' Four years have sufficed to fairly test this branch of instruction, and 
is safe to say that its importance has steadily grown in the estimation 
all who have carefully watched its progress. Each child in the second ^ 
third Grammar grades receives instruction in hand work two hours 
week. No attempt is made to teach any trade, and all thought of 
market value of tne products is excluded from the workshop. W'hile 
work has, doubtless, great utilitarian value, its chief value is discipline 
The eye and the muscles of the hand are recognized as worthy of carei 
training. This training, involving as it does mental activity, has a mentall 
value in developing practical judgment and executive power. ; 

It is my opinion that this traimng could be profitably given to pupils at- 
least three years younger than those who now receive it. The kind of work 
should be of course quite different, requiring less muscular strength." 

Details of the work are given in the report as follows : 

" On October 1, 1882, the school was opened. The second and third 
grade Grammar classes, (a^es from 11 to 14), were selected. A course of 
work was laid out. When it was possible to find anything written on the 
subject, it was purchased and used as a text book. While the boys were in 
the workshop, the girls of the same classes, under the guidance of their 
regular teachers, received lessons in needlework, embroidery and plain 
sewing. They designed and drew patterns, then transferred the same to 
goods. After this tney worked out the patterns, with colored woolens or 
silks. 

The average attendance each year in the carpenter shop has been about 
fifty and in the sewing classes aoout forty pupils. The time devoted to the 
work has been one hour twice a week, in school hours. Arrangements 
were made so that the usual school studies were not interfered with. At 
the close of the year the pupils who have attended the Industrial School 
have passed satisfactory examinations in their regular school studies and 
maintained their standing in their respective classes. They appeared not 
to have lost any ground, but rather to nave gained. 

The expenses U)r starting and carrying on of this work for the several 
years have been as follows : 

First year S725 86 

Second year 599 34 

Third year 582 51 

Fourth year 681 19 

The teacher's reports for the school year ending July 1st, 1886, are as 
follows : 

Carpentry Class, average daily attendance 30 

Carving Class, average daily attendance 26 

Pupils draw their own designs on paper or on blackboard before begin- 
ning work. Boys in Carpentry Class have finished the 30 lessons in the 
course laid out, making altogether one hundred and twenty different pieces. 
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Boys in Carving Class have had practice in panel work — have made wall 
bnickets, book racks, ink stands, card racks, picture frames, etc. ; in all 
leventy nieces. 

Boys snow great diversity of talent, some becoming in a little time Quite 
expert in tool handling, while others find it much more difficult. They 
ihow much enthusiasm and love for the work, many inclined to visit the 
shop during play hours to work. Rigid discipline is maintained at all 
IfaDes, but tne teacher has scarcely any trouble or annoyance. Each boy 
~ M a particular place assigned him and always uses the same set of tools 
■nd is held responsible for keeping the tools in order and for returning 
them to ^heir proper places at the close of the lesson. 

Girls in second Grammar class, average daily attendance, 27; average 
age, 12 : taught plain sewing. They first measured and cut from the goods 
sSlCMKted, an apron j second, an undenoaist, either tight or half fitting, each 
pupil selecting her pattern and muslin, then cutting, basting and fitting the 
same, and after its completion working the button holes; then they were 
employed thirdly on flannel skirts, eacn article having an original design 
embroidered on the hem, using Kensington stitch. 

Girls in third Grammer class, average daily attendance, 30 ; average age 
11 ; taught to use thimble and neeme, making splashers, tidies, doyles, 
bureau covers and table scarfs on butcher^s linen, !Each pupil selected her 
pattern, then stamped the goods and outlined the pattern with red or black 
cotton. The stitches tau^t were stem stitch, split stitch and French 
knots. Each article was fringed and knotted. Then felt goods were used 
and the same work was done on this material with crewels of different 
colors. Thirdly, plain sewing was taught by working on linen aprons. 
Lastly, scrim or canvass was selected for aprons, and in addition to the 
entting and making, two strips of drawn work were made on the bottom of 
each apron, and in the space between that work an original design was 
oatlined in silk. The design was first drawn on paper and then transferred 
by the use of impression paper. 

COUBSB OF INSTRUCTION IN CARPENTRY. 

Lesson 1 — Use of hammer, vise, the rule, tri-square. 

Lesson 2~nse of hammer in driving nails and spikes. 

Lesson 3 and 4— Use of plane. 

Les8on 5 — Use of jointer. 

Lesson 6~Use of chalk line and rule. 

Lesson 7 — Use of smoothing plane. 

Lesson 8 — Use of saw. 

Lesson 9 — Use of rip saw. 

Lesson 10 and 11— IJse of marking guage. 

Lesson 12 — Use of bit and brace. 

Lesson 13— Practice on lesson 9 and 12. 

Lesson 14 — Striking out and boring for mortise. 

Lesson 15— Use of mallet and mortising chisel. 

Lesson 16— Use of paring chisel. 

Lesson 17— Planing to guage. 

Lesson IS-^Making square frames from rough boards. 

Lesson 19 — Use of brad awl and screw driver. 

Lesson 20— Driving nails horizontally. 

Lesson 21 — Planing boards out of wind. 

Lesson 22 — Use of knife for accurate marking. 

Lesson 23 — Making dove tails. 

Lesson 24— Sharpening tools. 

Lesson 25 and 26— Making square frame with locked joints. 
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Lesson 27 and 28— Making square frame mortised comers. 

Lesson 29 and 30 — Making square frame with mitred comers. 

Lesson 31— Preparing stock, sawing, planing, jointing. 

Lesson 32 — Striking out stock for dinerent portions of a box. 

Lesson 33 — ^Halving sides and fitting ends. 

Lesson 34 — Putting parts together. 

Lesson 35 — Smoothing surfaces. 

Lesson 36— Fitting lid to box. 

Lesson 37— Fitting butts. 

Lesson 38— Fitting lock. 

Lesson 39 and 40 —Special instruction in sharpening tools. 

DISTRICT INDEBTEDNESS. 

For the first time an effort has been made to gather statistics 
from all the school districts in the Skate aa to their indebted- 
ness, and the result is presented in the following table. The 
first column was intended to show their indebtedness at the be- 
ginning of the school year, but a few districts have fallen into 
the error of reporting their original indebtedness instead. With 
these exceptions I believe the report to be correct, showing that 
nearly a quarter of a million doUars have been paid during the 
year, leaving a total indebtedness of $1,474,690.89. 
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a 



f I 



Co. 



Dist. 



No. 3 ' |l,600 

2,600 



6. 

7.. 

8.. 

9- 

10- 

12- 



19,800 

18,000 
2,200 
8,000 



00 
00 

00 

00 
00 
00 



o 






I 



6,200 00 



28.. 
31.. 



I 



13 ; 16,500 00 

00 
00 



37- 



3,000 
9,600 

41,000 



38 1 21,600 

42 ' 640 



00 

00 
00 



43 ;686,000 00 

I 

44 ; 70,000 00 



Mortgage. 
Mortgage. 

Mortgages. 

Mortgage. 
Bonds. 
Bonds. 

r Mortgage \ 
land Bonds./ 

Note and \ 
Bonds. J 
Bonds. 
r Mortgage \ 
\ and Note. / 

Bonds. 

f Mortgage \ 

\and Bonds, j 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 



Bonds. 



{ 



o 


S 


1872. 




1880.' 






1879 and 1884. 
1880. 
1883. 

1881. 




18BR 
1886 to 1893. 
fMort 1887) 
■I Bonds y 
1 1888-1897 J 



I 



6p.c. 
6 p. (•■. 



1874. 
1880 and 1881. 

1870 and 1886. 

1871 and 1885. 

1873 to 1886. 
1882. 

1868 to 1886. 

1869 to 1880. 



1889. 

1887. 

1886 to 1888. 

1890 to 1895. 

1887 and 1888. 



1886 to 1892. I 

I 
1886 to 1900. I 



o p. (■■. 

r •6,000-6 p C \ 

I 14,800^ p. C./ 

6p.C. 

6p.C. 

6p.C. 

6p.C. 

f Note6p.C. \ 

\ Bonds 7 P.C. j 

6p.c 

Mort. 7 p. c. 

Note 6 p. c 

|30,00&-7p.c. 

11,000-6 p. C 

( Mort. 6 p.c \ 

\ Bonds 7 p. c. J 

6 p.c 

1600,000-7 p.c. 

• 86,000^ p.c. - 

, and 4>^ p.c. 

r 150,000-7 p.c 

I 20,000-6 P.O.. 



Gloucester Co. 

Dist.No. 1„ ' 7,600 00 

00 

00 

29„ j i;000 00 

00 



9- : 1,000 

16- 1,000 



30- ; 1,000 

38- i 1,600 00 

64 1 2,600 00 



f Mortgage \ 

\and Bonds./ 

Bonds. 

Mortgage. 

Mortgage. 

r Judgment \ '. 

I \ Bond. / ; 



Hudson Co 

Dist.No. 3 1 3,000 00 

" 8- 2,160 00 

" 17 28,000 00 



Hunterdon Co. 



Dist.No. 

41 



3- 

9.. 

16.. 



1,416 00, 
2,000 00, 
1,600 00 



Mercer Co. 



DistNo. 20 7,500 00 

21- 1 700 OOi 



34 1 15,000 OOj 

37- ! 650 oo; 

39- I 4,474 66 

43 1 624 00' 



Middlesex Co. 



Dist. No. 
it 



2 10,000 oo: 

14 1,400 00, 

15 ! 1,760 00, 

24 ! 25,000 oo; 

31 ; 6,000 00: 

36 1,000 00 

37 2,200 oo' 



39-. 

73-. 
76- 



1,310 00 

26.000 00 
2,640 00 



Bonds. 
Mortgage. 



Bonds. 
Mortgage. 

Bonds. 



Notes. 
Notes. 
Notes. 



Bonds. 
Note. 

Bonds. 

Mortgage. 
Bond. 
Bond. 



Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Bonds. 

Mortgage 

and Bonds. 

MortKage 

and Bonds. 

Bonds. 



1879 to 1882. I 

1884 and 1885.1 
1883. 
1886. 

1886. 

1885. 



1886 and 1887. 
1889. 

1887. 

1886 to 1889. 



6 p.c. 

6p.c. 
6 p.c 
6 p.c. 

6 p.c 

6 p.c 
6 p.c 



1884. 
1884. 

1873 to 1886. 



1886. 
1886. 



1884. 
1886. 



1887 and 1888. 
1887. 

1883 to 1896. 



1886 and 1887. 
1886 to 1888. 

1887 and 1888. 



6 p.c 

6 p.c. 
/ 12,000-7 p. C.\ 
\ 26,00(HJp.c./ 



I 



1877 to 1883. 

1868. 
1870. 
1885. 



1886. 
1884. 
1876. 
1884. 
1880. 
1886. 

1886. 

1876, 
1886 and 1886. 



1889. 
1889. 

1878 to 1894. 



1887 and 1888. 



1888. 
1886 and 1887. 
1877 to 1901. 
1885 to 1896. 
1881 to 1890. 
1887 to 1891. 

1887 to 1896. 



1886 to 1891. 



6 p.c 
6 p.c 
6 p.c 



6 p.c 

6 p.c 
$4i 000-6 p.C.\ 
11,000-6 p.c/ 

6 p.c 

6 p.c. 

6 p.c 



7 p.c 
6 p.c 

6 p.c. 

7 p.c. 
6 p.c 
6 p.c 
6 p.c 

6 p.c 

Mort. 6 p. C \ 
Bonds 7 p.c / 
6 p.c 



II 

11 



18,000 00 



700 00 
1.000 00 

783 33 
1,000 00 

1,000 00 



1.000 00 



23,000 00 
8,000 00 

1,000 00 



400 00 



600 00 



600 00 



2,000 00 



200 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

600 00 

100 00 




a 



11,800 09 
2,600 09 

16,800 00 

18,000 00 
1,600 00 
7,000 00 

6,466 07 

2,500 00 
3,000 00 
8,500 00 

41,000 00 

20,500 00 
540 00 

568,000 00 
62,000 00 



6,500 00 

1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 

1,000 00 

1,800 00 
2,500 00 



8.000 00 
2,160 00 

27,500 00 



1,416 00 
1,600 00 
1,600 00 



7,500 00 
700 00 

13,000 00 

650 00 

4,474 66 

524 00 



500 00 
1,200 00 

750 00 

16.000 00 

6.000 00 

400 00 
2,200 00 

1.010 00 

22,000 00 
2,640 00 
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THE APPORTIONMENT OP THE RESERVE FUND. 

The preceding table shows the apportionment of the Reserve 
Fund for the year 1886-7. The tax to be raised is on the basis 
of the census taken in May, 1885, and the rate is .002567000415+ 
The appropriation of $100,000.00 gives $0.27298 per child. 

Under the school law, ninety per cent, of the tax raised in each 
county is appropriated to that county, and the other ten per 
cent, is apportioned, by the State Board of Education, according 
to the necessities of the several counties, and to carry out the 
provisions of the law as to nonper capita districts. 

We arrange below the counties that receive more than they 
pay, those that receive the exact amounts that they pay, and 
those that pay more than they receive, with the apportionment 
per child that each county receives. 

RECEIVING COUNTIES. 
Conntiefl. Per child. 

Camden 3 23 

Middlesex $3 30 

Cumberland 3 50 

Ocean 3 50 

Hudson 3 52 

Atlantic 3 80 

Cape May 3 80 

Sussex 3 80 

MEDIUM COUNTIES. 

Passaic . , 3 64 

Bergen 3 83 

Morris 3 84 

Union 4 24 

Warren 4 46 

Burlington 4 56 

Monmouth. . 4 85 

PAYING COUNTIES. 

Essex 5 00 

Gloucester 5 00 

Hunterdon 5 00 

Mercer 5 00 

Salem 5 00 

Somerset 5 43 
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Somerset eontribntes the entire ten per cent, and yet has sever 
cents per child more' than in the previous year and forty cente 
more per child than any other county. Each of the other paying 
counties receives eight cents more per child than in the previous 
years, and eighteen cents more per child than the next highesi 
county. Middlesex receives eight per cent, more than she raises 
by tax and yet her per capita is twenty cents lower than the nexi 
lowest county. 

EDWIN O. CHAPMAN, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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TABLE I. 
StoHeiieat E^wrt, by Counties, fir the State of New 
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TABLE I.— ( Continued.) 
Jersey, for ike School Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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BEPOKT OP SUPBKINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— (CoimiroisD.) 
Condition of School IJd/rarU« in HwUon and Hunterdon Counties. 




SCHOOL REPORT. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI (Cojmiroim.) 

Condition of School ZOrarien in Momnouth County. 
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SCHOOL EEPOET. 



TABLE XXL— (ConTiiinK).) 
Condition of School Ziiraries in Morris County. 
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EEPOET OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— COonTiKoim.) 
CoTuUiion of School lalrariea in Morris County. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXL— (OoNTimjED.) 
Condxtion of School Libranea in Ocean, Passaw and Salem Couviita. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— (OoNTiND«D.) 
Condiium of School lAbraries in Somerset and SuBsem Counties. 
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SCHOOL EBPOET. 



TABLE XXL— (ComiHDHD.) 
Cotuliiian of School Zibrariea in Union County. 
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KEPOET OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— (OoMTmuED.) 
Condition of School lAhrarieg in Warren 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXL— (CoNTiKnED.) 
Summary of School Lihraries in the State. 





I 

f 

!l 


1 
f 

1 


1 

k 
n 

I 


1 

1 

ii 


= 1 

II 


1 

i 


i 

1 

ill 


P 


i 

It 

si 

p 


1 

1 

Ii 

sj 

ll 






3DWM 




I,3W 
249 


4,SW 
6,7.9 

a, 403 


.:■:: 


BO. ^.=. 




6,M1 
J, ISO 

1,343 
4,485 


■ 




■ 


■WtOD 


so on 
so 00 


MO 00 
1740 DO 
420™ 






8.6Sa 






03 00 


^ 


—„ 




MS 






^ 




' 




8^ 






M7 










II ■ 


lUSO 00' SOI 

1 


400 44, S.6S0 

rJ ;:: 

Sa« 03| 1.I4S 








' 


m 






3M1 




ISMS 














1 . 


HSSOUU' 8 77 


«..„ 


2W7 

























REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE SXn. 

Aj^fortwnment of the State School Moneys for the School Year 
beginning /September let, 1886. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXL— (OosTiiTOBD.) 
itiummary of School Uhrariea in the State. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XSn. 

A-j^portionTnent of the State School Moneys for the School Year 
heginning S^temier 1st, 1886. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXIIL 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF NEW JERSEY. 



Counties. 



Atlantic. , 

Bergen 

Burlington.. 

Oamden 

Cape May..... 
Cumberland 

Essex 

Gloucester.... 

Hudson 

Hunterdon .. 

Mercer 

Middlesex.... 
Monmouth.. 

Morris 

Ocean , 

Passaic 

Salem 

Somerset 

Sussex.. 

Union 

Warren 



Names. 



S. R. MORSE 

JOHN TERHUNE 

EDGAR HAAS 

F. R. BRACE 

VINCENT O. MILLER..... 

JOSEPH MOORE 

CHARLES M. DAVIS 

WILLIAM MILLIGAN 

GEORGE C. HOUGHTON 
OLIVER H. HOFFMAN ... 

WILLIAM J. GIBBY 

RALPH WILLIS 

SAMUEL LOCKWOOD 

LEWIS W. THURBER 

EDWARD M. LONAN 

J. C. CRUIKSHANK 

R. HENRY HOLME 

WILLIAM T. F. AYERS... 

LUTHER HILL 

N. W. PEASE 

ROBERT S. PRICE 



P. 0. Addbess. 


Salakt. 


Atlantic City 

Midland Park 


$500 00 
888 90 


Bordentown 


1,200 00 
776 60 
600 00 
677 70 


Blackwood „ 

Goshen 

Bridgeton 


Bloomfield - 

Woodbury 


779 80 
7S4 70 


Hoboken 


1,200 00 
1,083 70 


Lebanon 


Princeton 


682 00 


New Brunswick 


840 70 


Freehold 


1,200 00 
1,200 00 


Dover 


Forked River 


600 00 


Little Falls 


600 00 


Salem 


640 00 


Somerville 


691 90 


Andovet 


783 60 


Elizabeth 


600 00 


Hackettstown 


1,036 80 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 
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TABLE XXIV. 
CITY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



Atlantic City 

Bridgeton 

Camden 

Elizabeth 

Gloncetter City... 

Hoboken 

Jersey City 

MilMUe 

Morristown 

Newark 

New Bmnswick. 

Orange 

Paterson 



Cities. 



Names. 



LEVI C. ALBERTSON 

WILLIAM E. COX 

MARTIN V. BERGEN 

J. AUGUSTUS DIX 

J. C. STINSON 

D. E. RUE 

A. W. EPSON 

J. W. NEWLIN 

W. L. R. HAVEN 

WILLIAM N. BARRINGER. 

CHARLES JACOBUS 

U. W. CUTTS 

CLARENCE K MELENEY.... 
C. C. HOMMANN 



Perth Amboy 

Phillipeburg I EDWIN C. BEERS.... 

Plainfield - ! J. L. HURLBUT 

Rahway G. R. LINDSAY 

Salem '. R. HENRY HOLME 



Trenton 



T. H. MACKENZIE. 



APPENDIX. 




REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



ATLANTIC COUNTY. 



S. E. Morse, Superintendent. 



To E, O,' CThaprnariy State Superirdendent : 

I have the honor to present this, my ninth annual report of the 
condition of the public schools in Atlantic county, for the year 
ending August 31, 1886. 

It affords me pleasure to state that the cause of education in 
Atlantic county continues to prosper. 

The advance, during the past year, has not been characterized 
by any sudden outburst of enthusiasm, but a continual healthy 
growth in nearly all of the schools in the county. 

Each year the good cause gains and receives more and warmer 
support from aU. More interest is taken each year in the selec- 
tion and election of proper persons for trustees. The people 
have learned that the success of their school depends largely 
upon the trustees, in their selection of teachers, furnishing of 
supplies and general care of the schools. Only good and compe- 
tent persons should be placed in so important anoflBce as trustee. 

Some of the prominent evidences of progress may be stated as 
follows : The number of new school buildings, and many repairs ; 
an increase in the amount of money raised for school purposes ; 
an increase in the salary of teachers and less changes of teachers ; 
an increase of districts that furnish free text books ; an increase 
in the census, in the number of children enrolled and their gen- 
eral average attendance; the great increase in the number of 
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visits made by the trustees and parents ; an increased interest in 
the course of study and consequent larger number of pupils in the 
advanced course than ever before ; the hearty support given the 
County Superintendent by school officers, parents, teachers and 
pupils, showing the good work is appreciated. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

In Bichland, No. 30, a new district in Buena Vista township, 
the enterprising ww settlers have erected a good house with two 
rooms, seated one of them and will have it ready for the coming 
year. Much credit is due those connected with this new district 
for their interest in the cause of education. May their enter- 
prise be successful. 

Agricultural, No. 45, in Mullica township, has a very conve- 
nient new house, which has been needed for a long time. For 
this house, we are indebted to one of our large hearted German 
citizens, Mr. Julius Hincke, D. C, who built the house at his 
own expense. I wish we had more persons like him. 

In Weeksville, No 46, the new house has been completed and 
the people are happy. The old house was one of three, which 
Superintendent Brace, twenty-four years ago, took me to see as 
curiosities and the poorest specimens of school architecture he 
had ever seen. In the first years of my superintendency I had 
the satisfaction of seing new houses erected in the other two dis- 
tricts and now this district, providentially, has a new house. 

Hammonton, No. 48, has finished a new room in the Central 
School building. Through the untiring ejQforts of Principal W. B. 
Matthews and his assistants, Hammonton has some of the best 
schools in the county. 

In Oakland, No. 29 ; English Creek, No. 22 ; Newtonville, No. 
33, and Pleasantville, No. 15, the houses have been newly painted 
and much improved in other ways. 

A few needed repairs have been made to the houses in Nos. 7, 
25, 26, 29, 33, 36, 38 and 47. 

In No. 1, Atlantic City, more room is sadly needed. 

New school buildings are needed in Nos. 2, 5, 10, 12, 14, 20, 
24, 39 and 40. Nos. 5 and 7 should be united and have a new 
house and a graded school. 

No. 12, Absecon, is sadly in need of a new house of two or 
three rooms. A great mistake is made in not so building. 

In Somers' Point, No. 20, the district voted to build a new 
house of three rooms, which I supposed was a settled matter, but 
through some means a new meeting was called and the vote re- 
considered. I hope a new house will be erected before long, for 
the present house is a disgrace to the county. I trust I may be 
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able before long to report new houses in all of the above districts 
needing them. 

teachers' institute. 

The annual Institute was held in Atlantic City, commencing 
October 26, and closing October 30. 

Camden and Atlantic counties united in holding their Institutes, 
being the first Union Institute ever held in the State. Our arrange- 
ments were so hastily made that we did not secure the help we 
expected, yet it was one of the most successful Institutes we 
have ever held as to its good results. 

Superintendent Chapman was with us during the week, and 
gave us much good work. Prof. C. H. Verill, of Franklin, N. T., 
and Miss Hillman, of Haddonfield, N. J., were with us the whole 
week. 

Through the generosity of Thomas T. Prickett, President of 
Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College and the College of Com- 
merce, of Philadelphia, we had some excellent work in book- 
keeping and penmanship from Prof. W. B. Glenn, and two very 
instructive talks on " The Study of Character " and " Success in 
Business," by George K. Morris, D. D. Lectures were delivered 
by Mrs. Dr. Hunt, of Boston ; State Superintendent E. O. Chap- 
man and Prof. C. H. Verill. The exercises were closed on Fri- 
day evening. 

teachers' examinations. 

The Board of Examiners remains the same as last year — W. B. 
Matthews, of Hammonton, and A. G. Massius, of Egg Harbor City. 

We have had eighty-eight applicants during the year. We 
granted fifty certificates — four first grade, ten second grade and 
thirty- six third grade — and rejected thirty- eight. 

First grade certificates have been granted to A. C. Barker, of 
Mays Landing ; C. P. English, of Leeds Point ; Adelia Adams, 
of Estellville, and Alice English, of Bakersville. 

We refuse to grant certificate to candidates coming from other 
counties unless they bring a letter of recommendation from the 
Superintendent of that county. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

I have again to report the success of our course of study, sys- 
tem of grading all of our schools, method of annual examina- 
tions, and granting of diplomas and certificates. 

We have made very few changes in our course the past year. 
We have added a new primary certificate for the youngest 
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ohildren, which has worked well. We had this year the largest 
class in our advanced course (sixteen) we have ever had since it 
was adopted. 

There were eighteen graduates in the regular course, nine 
young men and nine young women. Heretofore we have been 
unable to retain so many young men in the schools to complete 
the course. I trust this number will not decrease in the future. 

BOUNDARIES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

During the year I have revised the boundaries of all school 
districts, printed and bound them in book form, and given a copy 
to each school officer, Freeholder and Assessor in my county. I 
have also sent copies to the State Superintendent's office, at 
Trenton, and to the Clerk's office at May's Landing. This has 
been considerable work and expense but 1 think it will pay. 

VISITS. 

I have made the usual number of visits to the schools. I find 
that trustees and others have made more visits to the schools 
during the year than ever before since I have been County 
Superintendent. 

ARBOR DAY. 

Arbor day was observed in nearly every district in the county, 
and reports of the proceedings sent to me of the number of trees, 
shrubs, etc., planted. The exercises were very interesting, many 
of the parents and friends attending. Much good is being done 
in observing this day. 

teachers' ASSOCIATION AND READING CIRCLE. 

The regular meetings of the Association have been held and 
all were well attended, much good resulting from them. 

A Teacher's Reading Circle was formed the first of the year 
and the following officers elected : S. R. Morse, President ; W. B. 
Matthews, Secretary ; John S. Hoagland, Treasurer. 
1^ Forty-one members were enrolled outside of Atlantic City and 
twenty-two in the city, making in the whole county sixty-three. 
We expect to have every teacher in our county and others who 
expect to become teachers. This is just what we need and must 
be a success. 
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BEKGEN COUNTY. 



John Terhune, Superintendent. 



lo E, O, Chapman^ State Superintendent: 

Sir — In compliance with the law, I herewith submit my first 
annual report of the public schools of Bergen county, for the year 
ending August 3l8t, 1886. 

The summary from my statistical report will show that the 
amount apportioned to the various districts from the State 
School Tax, and $100,000.00 appropriation, is $43,256.17, and 
$1,795.08 from surplus revenue. 

In addition to this, $27,395.00 district tax has been voted for the 
payment of the teachers' salaries, and $24,860.00 for all other 
purposes. 

This, in connection with $15,930.17 of balances due, gives a 
total of $113,236.42 for the support of the schools the coining 
year. 

ATTENDANCE, AVERAGE AND PERCENTAGES. 

Total enrollment in the schools, 7,202. 

Seven per cent, have attended ten months or more. 

Twenty-eight per cent, have attended eight months but less 
than ten. 

Twenty per cent, have attended six months but less than eight. 

Thirteen per cent, have attended four months but less than six. 

Thirty- two per cent, have attended less than four months. 

Average attendance during the year is 4,257. 

Forty-eight male and seventy -seven female teachers have been 
employed. The average enrollment for each teacher is fifty-eight, 
and the average attendance is thirty- four. The average salary 

Eaid to male teachers per month is $70.30, and to females $36.98, 
eing a decrease of 30 cents per month to males, and $1.09 to 
females. 

The average time the schools have been kept open is 10.22 
months, an increase of .11 months. 
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The schools have a seating capacity of 653 over the total en- 
rollment. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Two new school-houses have been built in Districts Nos. 21^ 
and 25, both of which do honor to the inhabitants. 

Another in the hew district, No. 63, is in progress, and one in 
District No. 2 under contemplation. Improvements and repairs 
have been made in Nos. 54, 46, 31 and 23, the latter having also 
added new furniture. 

ARBOR DAY. 

This day was universally observed throughout the county ; and 
although promptly notified of the change from April 23rd to 
April 30th, a few schools, having their arrangements all made, 
carried out their programmes on the forpaer date. 

In addition to the very applicable selections forwarded by you, 
I suggested that the teachers give the etymological analysis of 
Arboriculture, Agriculture, Floriculture and Horticulture, and 
read " The Story of an Acorn," which I had printed for them. 

SCHOOL CENSUS. 

The number of children in the county of school age, as per 
reports from the various districts, is eleven thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight, an increase over last year of one hundred 
and thirty. 

Judging from the date that a great many of these reports weie 
returned to me, I am inclined to think that it is not understood 
that although the entire month of May is allowed to make this 
record, it is supposed to be correct on the last day. I particular- 
ly object to the word " estimated " used in items two and three 
at the head of the report, so many exaggerate and abuse such 
privileges; and besides, a statistical record should contain no 
guess work. Why not make preparation for a true accounting 
the same as for vaccination ? The most perfect record has been 
received from District No. 7, and the conscientiousness of the 
canvasser is worthy of comment. In the first place he has ar- 
ranged the names of the parents or guardians in alphabetical or- 
der, and recapitulates as follows : 

Whole number of children in the district, 876, of which 815 are 
white, and 61 are colored. 
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Number of white children not vaccinated 67 

Number of colored children not vaccinated 6 

Number attending public school 334 

Number attending private school 143 

Number attending Catholic school 171 

Number attending no school 228 



876 



BOUNDARIES. 



The inhabitants of District No. 5, being unanimous for a 
division of the district, and having to their satisfaction 
located the line, I met the committee, and after due inspection 
granted their petition. The new district is named Ridgefield 
Park and known as No. 63. They have rented a room for the 
present, until their new building, which I am informed is to be a 
model in architecture, is completed. I have had several applica- 
tions to alter lines, but have hesitated on account of changing 
well defined boundaries, such as public highways, for those that 
may cause confusion and trouble to local officers ; still I feel that 
some of these requests are reasonable, in order to prevent small 
children from walking a much longer distance to reach the school- 
house in their own district than would be required if they were 
located in an adjacent district. It seems to me that such except- 
ional cases should be granted a permit by the County Superin- 
tendent to attend the nearest school, providing the parents agreed 
to pay the per capita tax for each pupil. 

TEACHERS EXAMINATIONS. 

Four examinations have been held at the times specified, the 
one in November by my predecessor and the last three by myself. 
I also called the Board together on August 4th for a special 
examination, to accommodate four non-resident candidates who 
had secured situations in the county, providing they were success- 
ful in obtaining the necessary license. Thirteen males and eighty- 
three females made application for certificates, but only eleven 
males and seventy-three females reached the required average. 

Certificates were granted as follows : 



First grade granted to males 5 

" " " " females 2 

males 2 

females 2 

males 4 

females 69 



Second 
Third 



Total granted 84 
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UBBABIES. 

During the past year, Districts Nos. 21^, 25 and 33 have 
made their first applications, while additions have been made by 
Districts Nos. 4, 6, 12, 15, 37, 40, 45 and 55. 

Many of these reports are inaccurate and some acknowledge 
their figures to be guess work. 

ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS. 

April 7th, I issued the following directions and questions for 
second grade diploma and merit work, with the expectation of 
holding the final examination myself for graduates, the last week 
in June. 

So few schools participate in this higher examination, and con- 
siderable dissatisfaction having been expressed, I determined to 
conduct it myself or abolish it. 

QUESTIONS FOR AN ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION OF THE PUPILS OF 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF BERGEN COUNTY. 

In graded schools it may take the place of the regular quarterly 
examination. 

DIRECTIONS TO PUPILS. 

1. Use legal cap paper, writing only on one side, and not to 
the left of the red marginal line. 

2. Write your name, age. No. of District, and subject distinctly 
at the top of each page. 

3. Tou need not copy the questions, but be careful to number 
each answer to correspond with the number of its appropriate 
question. 

4. If unable to answer any question, write its proper number, 
and opposite the same write " I cannot answer." 

5. In answering questions in mathematics, give the work as 
well as the result. 

6. Avoid all communications, and at the end of the last exercise 
write date, and sign the following certification : " I have neither 
given nor received any assistance." 

TO THE TEACHER. 

Tou will conduct the examination in your own room in the or- 
der arranged. Bind the pages of each pupil together, and forward 
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without delay to the Township Board of Examiners, hereafter to 
be appointed. 
Examination for graduates will take place later. 

TOWNSHIP BOARDS OF EXAMINEBS. 

« 

1. Each board shall consist of three teachers. 

2. As soon as practicable, after appointment, you will meet for 
organization, and notify the teachers of your township where to 
forward their papers. 

3. Examine the answers and mark the same upon the following 
basis : Thorough, 10 ; very good, 9 ; good, 8 ; fair, 5 ; bad, 2 ; 
failure, 0. 

4. Make a report containing the No. of District, name and age 
of pupil, and standing in each subject, and forward a copy to me. 
(Blanks will be furnished.) 

5. Those pupils obtaining an average of 70 per cent, in any 
eight studies will be given a second grade diploma, and the same 
per cent, in any four, a certificate of merit. 

6. In order to encourage this grade of pupils, I would advise 
the Township Boards to prepare suitable local exercises, at the 
end of which to present the diplomas and certificates awarded, 
and make mention of other meritorious work. 

In rural districts two or more adjacent townships might unite 
in conducting such exercises, if thought best. I solicit commu- 
nications from all teachers, giving their views upon this subject. 

John Terhune, 
Midland Park, N. J., April 7th, 1886. County Sup't. 

Monday April 19, 9.15 to 12 M. ORTHOGRAPHY and 

ETYMOLOG Y. 

1. Define a word, syllable, letter, oral element. 

2. Give the name of each syllable in the word " Orthography." 

3. Indicate the orthoepy of the following words, using the dia- 
critical marks : Conveyance, advantageous, rejoicing, meritorious, 
lingering, verbose. 

4. Write contractions for ** has not," " he will," " over," " it is," 
" I am ;" also abbreviations for doctor, hogs head, reverend, 
messieurs, square feet. 

5. Give rules for spelling referring, moneyed, traceable, tracing, 
preference. 

6. Give the etymological analysis of acclamation, equality, 
geography, elocution, annually. 

7. 8, 9 and 10. Drought, metallic, pinnacle, brogue, cudgel, 
bounteous, argument, edging, gorgeous, cygnet, bilious, Cincin- 
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nati, writhe, moneys, pleurisy, recommend, hydrant, tyranny, 
mucilage, pacify, Schenectady, guarantee, dahlia, phlegm, cime- 
ter, eligible, velocipede, bicycle, sea -nymph, exaggerate, Pharaoh, 
cinchona, kerosene, parachute buoyancy, trisyllable, menagerie, 
admissible, alcohol, lilipution. 

Monday, April 19th, lto4:F. M. BEADING. 

• 

1. What is reading ? 

2. Into how many and what classes may readers be divided. 

3. Define each class. 

4. Define emphasis, and name the different kinds. 

5. What inflection would you use for the language of command ? 
Of exclamation ? Irony ? Familiar address ? 

6. What are pauses ? Name the two kinds. 

7. When must slur be employed ? 

8. From what do the errors in articulation chiefly arise ? 

9. How are letters divided? Elements? Give number of 
each class of elements. 

10. Define alphabetic equivalents, diphthong, digraph, trigraph, 
liquids. Give examples of each. 

Tuesday Morning, April 20tL ARITIIMETIO. 

1. Give a principal in each of the fundamental rules. 

2. Define factoring, greatest common divisor, least common 
multiple. 

3. (i X .3 + f of .07)-^= what? 

4. Make out a bill in which you purchase from your teacher 
the following : 2278 ibs. coal @ $8.50 per ton ; 225 combs @ $5.25 
per gross ; 3450 bricks @ $6.00 per M. ; 275 ceiling lath @ $0.40 
per C. Receipt the bill. 

5. How many times can a bottle, holding J of f of a gallon,^be 
filled from a demijohn containing f of If gallons? 

6. What per cent, of a standard bushel is a standard liquid 
gallon. 

7. Write a negotiable note dated Jan. 1st, 1886, for $191.25, 
with interest. How much is it worth to-day at the legal rate ? 

8. What was the proceeds of the above note on the day it was 
made? 

9. If it cost $15 to carry 20 tons 1^ miles, what will it cost to 
carry 400 tons ^ mile ? Solve by analysis and proportion. 

10. Extract the cube root of 166f . 
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Tuesday eveninff, April 20th. OEOORAPHT. 

1. What is the earth ? State its shape in exact terms. 

2. Define climate. Give the general law and its modifications. 

3. Define Republic, Monarchy, State, Territory, County, Me- 
tropolis, Capitol. 

4. Name the sections in which the United States is divided 
ior convenience of study. 

5. Name the States in the section you live with the capital and 
largest city in each. 

6. Write the countries of South America and emphasize those 
that are crossed by the equator and tropic of Capricorn. 

7. What waters would you sail through in circumnavigating 
Africa ? Name the capes and mouths of the large rivers you 
would see. 

8. Where and what are the following : Crimea, Hecla, Mel- 
bourne, Saghalien, Thibet, Maracaybo, Upernavik, Yukon, Hali- 
fax, Wahsatch. 

9. What are Coral, Continental and Oceanic islands? Give 
examples of each. 

10. Define glacier, iceberg, ocean currents. Name some ani- 
mals found in the Tropica), the Temperate and the Polar belts. 

^Yedne8day Morning, ApHl 21sL ENGLISH GEAMMAE. 

1. State the difference between natural and artificial language. 

2. Define sentence, phrase, clause, analysis, parsing. 

3. Diagram or analyze the following sentence : " Good boys 
and girls often study and recite both arithmetic and grammar." 

4. Correct and punctuate the following, with reasons : 

(1.) A house was built for a clergyman having seven 

gables. 
(2.) Learn to carefully choose your words. 
(3.) A wealthy gentleman will adopt a little boy with a 

small family. 
(4.) That stupid fellow set down on my new hat. 
(4.) Neither Ann Jane nor Sarah are at home. 

5. Give five rules for forming the plural of nouns, one of which 
shall be for letters, signs, and symbols. Give examples of each. 

6. Name and define the different classes of pronouns. 

7. Decline child, lady, turkey, fox, thief. 

8. Diagram, classify according to form and meaning, and parse 
italicized words in following sentence : " Brown, the teacher^ has 
a book which you will admire only for its beauty." 

9. What are auxiliary verbs? Redundant verbs? Defective 
verbs ? Unipersonal verbs ? Compound verbs ? 
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10. Define comparison, declension, conjugation, synopsis. How 
are adjectives regnlariy compared ? 

Wednesday afternoon, April ^IsL UNITED STATES HIS- 
TORY. 

1. What proofs show that America was inhabited by a race of 
men previous to the Indians ? 

2. Who discovered the Continent before Columbus, and where? 
Give his theory. 

3. What nations explored the future United States, and where 
did they make their claim ? 

4. When, where, and by what nation was negro slavery intro- 
duced into the United States ? What valuable plants were dis- 
covered in America? 

5. Who sent Washington on a perilous journey when but 21 
years of age, and for what purpose ? Describe the journey and 
its results. 

6. What generals were killed at the capture of Quebec ? What 
were their dying words. 

7. Name the first and last battles of the Revolution. Where 
did Washington go after bidding his officers farewell at New 
York, and for what purpose ? 

8. When and where was Washington inaugurated as President^? 
Who were his Cabinet ? 

9. Name three Presidents who died on the fourth of July, and 
state what year. 

10. What were the causes of the following wars : Second war 
with England, Mexican, and Civil? Name the first and last 
States admitted into the Union. 

Thursday morning, April ^%id, ALGEBRA, 

1. Define Algebra, coeflScient, exponent, equation, residual, 
axiom. 

2. Prove that a*^=l, and a—'^ is equal to the reciprocal of that 
quantity with an equal positive exponent. 

X X^ X 

3. Reduce — -r ^^-rrt —1-7 to their least common denominator. 



4. Simplify the fraction 



._j^ _i 



ft 



rn^-n^ 



+1 



-■\ 
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2 a;-f 4 y — 3 3=4 > find values of x, y, z, 
dx+3y—2z^2^ j 

6. Expand (x — yY by the binomial theorem ; and give the law 
for determining the number of terms, coefficients, exponents and 
signs. 

7. What is the cube root of x^'+Sx+Sx—'+x-^? 

8. Find the root of the equation ^^ "" ^ 

What fraction is that whose, numerator being double and the 
denominator increased by seven, the value is f ; but the denom- 
inator being doubled and the numerator increased by 2, the 
Talue is f ? 

10. Solve — zr- = — z — 
X — y/x 4 

Tuesday Afternoon, April 22nd. CONSTITUTION. 

1. What are legislative powers, and in what are they vested ? 

2. Name the qualifications requisite for a President, Senator 
and Bepresentative. 

3. How are Senators and Eepresentatives elected, and for how 
long a term ? 

4. What is census ? How often taken ? 

5. When shall Congress assemble ? 

6. What oath must the President take before he enters upon 
the execution of the office ? 

7. In what does treason against the United States consist]? 
What testimony is necessary ? 

8. In what is the judicial power of the United States vested ? 

9. What shall the United States guarantee to each State ? 
What protection is to be afforded the States ? 

10. Where has every State equal suffrage ? 

Friday Morning, April 2M, PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Define anatomy. Physiology. Hygiene. 

2. What three purposes do the bones serve ? 

3. What is the chemical composition of bone ? How can they 
be separated ? 

4. What are muscles ? Name and define the two kinds. Give 
name and length of the largest and smallest. 

5. What is blood ? Mention causes of impure blood. 

6. Name the four cavities of the heart and the valves between 
them. Name some points in which arteries and veins differ 
What does the pulse tells us. 
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7. How many different sabstances mast our food contain ? 
Name five. 

8. What are stimulants ? Wiiat are narcotics ? State the 
effects of alcohol and tobacco. 

9. Name the divisions of the alimentary canal. State some 
hindrances to digestion. 

10. Name three things necessary to k©©P the skin healthy ? 
What is the top layer of the skin called ? The deep layer ? 

Friday Afternoon, April 23d. MENS URA TION. 

1. Define square, trapezoid, trapezium, circle, perimeter. 

2. At $ .40 a square yard, find the cost of paving a triangular 
court, its base being 105 feet and its altitude 21 yards. 

3. What is length of the longest rod that, without bending, can 
be put into a box 1 yard long, 1 foot wide, and 9 inches high, 
measured on the inside ? 

4. How many acres in a field in the form of an equilateral tri- 
angle whose sides measure 70 rods ? 

5. The distance around a circular park is 1^ miles. How 
many acres does it contain. 

6. At 38 cents a square foot, what is the cost of painting a 
globe 6 feet in diameter ? 

7. What must be the depth of a pail that is 10 inches across to 
contain 5 gallons, the sides being upright ? 

8. How many square feet in the surface of a four-sided pyra- 
midal roof, the slant height being 18 feet and the house 20 feet 
square ? 

9. If a bushel measure is 18^ inches in diameter and 8 inches 
deep, what would be the diameter and depth of a half bushel 
measure similar in form ? 

10. How many cubic inches into a corn crib 9 feet square at 
the bottom, 12 square feet square at the top, and 8 feet high ? 

Thirty-seven schools and one hundred and forty-five pupils took* 
part in the above, as the following summary made from the reports 
of the Township Boards of [Examiners wiU explain ; 

8 schools reported 1 pupil each 8 
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1 school reported 12 pupils each 12 



37 



145 
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reported unsuccessfnl. 

Beplies to the following circular, issued for the purposes therein 
stated, will give an idea of the feelings with reference to these 
•annual examinations. 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Midland Park, N. J., May 17th, 1886. 
To the Trustees of School District No 

Wishing definite information as to what extent the Annual 
County Examinations, held for the past six years, are unsatis- 
factory and distasteful throughout the county, together with the 
views of the different Boards of Trustees upon the subject, causes 
me to issue this circular. 

Please answer the questions by number, and the result of the 
replies will determine their continuation or abandonment : 

1. Has your school participated in all of the previous exami- 
nations ? If not, when and why did you discontinue them ? 

2. Do you consider them an incentive to study ? 

3. Do they interfere with the regular course of study prescribed 
by you ? 

4. Is there any time spent in reviewing and preparing for 
them? 

5. Do you approve of holding the final examination for grad- 
uates at Hackensack, in all of the subjects, the last week in June, 
before the County Superintendent ? If so, how many candidates 
wiQ your school present ? 

6. Do you consider the benefit derived from them an equiva- 
lent for tne time, labor and expense attending them ? 

7. Do you feel that their abandonment would be a retrograde 
movement to the educational interests of the county ? 

8. If in favor of their continuation, have you any different sug- 
gestions to make as to the time and method of conducting them ? 

2 
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Answers have been received as follows : 

Namber of QaestioD. Answered Yes, Answered No^ 

1 30 23 

2 27 27 

3 26 28 

4 35 17 

5 29 16 

6 22 29 

7 23 28 
8' 16 27 

VISITATIONS. 

I have visited all of the schools but one since my appointment 
in February, during which I took the necessary memoranda re- 
quired by law, and in addition a list of the text-books in each 
school. 

I find in use eight different authors in arithmetic, ten in geog- 
raphy, eleven in history, nine in readers, eight in grammar, twelve 
in spellers and seven in physiology. 

Although as a rule the text-books in each individual school ar& 
uniform, I think they should be so throughout the county, so 
that families changing their residences from one district to 
another will not be compelled to purchase new books. With this 
object in view, I have selected two authors in each subject that 
are the most used, and recommended them to the several Boards 
of Trustees for adoption. 

1 also took note of the opening exercises and found them as 
follows : 

28 singing, reading scripture and the Lord's Prayer. 
30 reading scripture and the Lord's Prayer. 

2 singing and the Lord's Prayer. 
1 singing, reading scripture. 

3 singing. 

5 have no morning exercise. 

Text-books are furnished by eighteen districts and twenty-one 
have musical instruments. 

Districts Nos. 3, 18, 31, 32, 40, 40^, 44 and 45 are frequently 
visited by residents, while twenty-one districts had not been vis- 
ited by any of the Trustees. 

COMMENCEMENTS. 

The Township Board of Examiners of Harrington township 
held their first annual commencement exercises, as suggested for 
this grade, in the Eeformed Church at Closter, June 30th. To 
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witness the crowds wending their way towards the edifice long 
before the appointed time was sufficient evidence of the approvjS 
of the inhabitants. A well arranged programme was successfully 
carried out and reflected great credit upon both pupils and 
teachers. Prof. Washington Hasbrouck, Principal of the State 
Normal School, delivered the address. Diplomas and Certificates 
of Merit were awarded by the County Superintendent. 

District No. 31, at Hackensack, having withdrawn some time 
ago from the county examinations, held the " closing week " pub- 
lic examination at the school on June 24th, 25th and 28th, and 
their annual commencement in the Reformed Church, on Tuesday, 
June 29th, at 2 o'clock P. M. The building was crowded and the 
rendition of an excellent programme was applauded from begin- 
ning to end. 

District No. 32, of which Nelson Haas, A. M., has been princi- 
pal for many years, was very much disappointed in not being 
able to participate in the final examination, which was abandoned 
because of the small number of pupils to be graduated from the 
other schools. ^ 

This school hias always been awarded the leading essays at all 
former county commencements. 

If competitive examinations can be considered a guide for ex- 
cellence, this school must rank superior in the Fifth Congressional 
District as it has filled the last seven vacancies for naval and army 
cadetships. 

Much could be said about the schools at Rutherford, Carlstadt, 
and Englewood to the credit of teachers and trustees. 

In closing this subject, I must endorse the sentiments of my 
predecessor in saying that I believe they will compare favorably 
with any in the State. 
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BURLINGTON COUNTY. 



Edgar Haas, Superintendent. 



2o E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

Sir : — I have the honor to submit to you my eleventh annual 
report of the condition of the public schools of Burlington 
county, for the year ending August 31, 1886. 

The finances for the coming year, ending August 31, 1887, are 
as follows : 

Amount of interest from surplus revenue $4,363.92 

Amount of interest from surplus revenue for 

the Batsto portion of Pleasant Mills district 

of Atlantic county, containing twenty-nine 

children 8.13 

Amount from the State appropriation of the 

$100,000.10.. 4,243.05 

Amount apportioned out of the reserve fund 

by the State Board of Education 6,580.90 

Amount reserved by the county, being ninety 

per cent, of the State school tax 59,228.05 

Total amount apportioned among all the dis- 
tricts of the county 74,415.92 

Amount apportioned to each child from the 

surplus revenue .280241 

Amount apportioned to each child from the 

State appropriation of the $100,000.00 .272987 

Amount apportioned to each child from the 

reserve fund of ten per cent, of the State 

school tax .423399 

Total amount apportioned to each child in 

those districts that have more than seventy- 
seven children 4.554989 

Amount of district school tax voted to be used 

for the payment of teachers' salaries 4,260.00 
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Amount of district school tax voted to be used 
for building, purchasinc, hiring, repairing or 
famishing public school houses $17,204.55 

Balance in the hands of the township collectors, 
exclusive of money for building and repair- 
ing purposes 20,269.97 

Balance in the hands of the township collectors, 
to be used for building, repairing, &c 4,696.35 

Total amount for teachers' salaries, fuel and 
incidentals 98,945.87 

Total amount for building, repairing, &c 21,900.90 

Total amount for all school purposes 120,846.77 

Number of children in the county, according to the 
school census of 1885, upon which the apportionment 

above was made 15,543 

Number of districts that must receive $200.00 12 

Number of districts that must receive $350.00 40 

The amount of. money for all school purposes, for the coming 
year, exceeds that of last year by $14,055.36, and this is owing 
chiefly to building and repairing, as wUl be seen hereafter. 

The average salary per month for male teachers is $49.39, be- 
ing $1.84 less than that for the previous year, and $2.84 less than 
that of the year before that ; that for female teachers is $33.63, 
being two cents less than that for the previous year, and twenty- 
three cents less than that of the year before that. 

Making the calculation for both kinds of salaries together, 
male and female, we find the general average to be $41.51. 
Should this reduction continue for a few years longer, it would 
drive all our best teachers from our schools, a state of things 
that our county cannot afford. What is the saving of a few dol- 
lars in comparison with the loss of the superior instruction now 
given to our children ? It is to be hoped that the trustees will 
do all they can to reverse this state of things. It may not be 
out of place to notice here the salaries paid teachers of other 
places, in order to see how far they rank above those paid in our 
county. 

Making the school year ten months, the following are the 
general average salaries of the school teachers of the places 
named in the list. 

San Francisco $98 00 St. Louis $60 70 

Boston 93 30 Albany 60 60 

Cincinnati 72 80 Brooklyn 60 60 

New York 70 70 Kansas City 60 60 

Chicago 70 50 Detroit 60 50 
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Dayton $69 80 Indianapolis $60 10 

Columbus 67 20 St. Paul 59 90 

Washington 67 10 Providence 59 50 

Springfield 64 10 Louisville 59 50 

Newark 63 80 Buffalo 58 80 

Milwaukee 63 10 Baltimore 57 60 

New Haven 61 40 Nashville 57 00 

Minneapolis 60 70 

By examining the list above, we see that in San Francisco, 
where the highest salaries are paid, their teachers receive one- 
hundred and thirty-six per cent, more than ours ; and in Nash- 
ville, the lowest, the excess is thirty-seven and three-tenths per 
cent. And what is true of our county, is in a great measure true 
of every other county of the State. 

When such inducements are held out to teachers, ours will not 
be the last to be influenced by them. If the trustees cannot 
remedy the evil through special taxes, then the State should see 
to it that the general tax be all sufficient to get a permanent hold 
upon our teachers. 

The number of teachers is one-hundred and eighty-six, of 
which forty-six are males, and one-hundred and forty are females. 

The value of the school property in the county is $243,000.00 
being an increase of $10,050.00 over that of the previous year. 

The school census is fifteen thousand three hundred and 
twenty-three, being a decrease of two hundred and twenty under 
that of the previous year. The number of children enrolled in 
the school register is ten thousand two hundred and fifty-one, 
being 66.89 per cent, of the school census, and 52 per cent, more 
than that of the previous year. The estimated number of chil- 
dren attending private schools is one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-seven, being 11.92 per cent, of the census, and .73 per 
cent, less than that of the previous year. The estimated number 
of children not attending any school during the year is two 
thousand five hundred and seventy-seven, 16.81 per cent, of the 
school census, and 4.9 per cent, less than that of the previous 
year. The average number attending school during the year is 
five thousand and seventy-seven, being 49.53 per cent, of the 
enrollment, and .48 per cent, less than that of the previous year. 

The number of children that the school houses will seat com- 
fortably is eleven thousand two hundred and ninety-nine, being 
73.73 per cent, of the census, and 10 per cent, greater than the 
enrollment. 

The average time for which the schools were kept open during 
the year is 9.3 months. Three were kept open for eleven 
months; forty-six for ten months and upward; forty-nine for 
nine months and upward ; those in districts Nos. 76, 77 and 89, 
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for eight months and upward ; those in districts Nos. 94, 98, 100, 
101 and 103, for seven months and upward ; and those in districts 
Nos. 64, 83, 88 and 104, for six months. The schools in districts 
Nos. 54, 76, 77, 83, 88, 89, 94, 98, 100, 101, 103 and 104, were 
closed for want of sufficient attendance on the part of the chil- 
dren. 

The quarterly examinations of applicants for teachers' oertifi- 
<5ates resulted in the following 

CERTIFICATES GRANTED. 

Pirst grade to males 1 

First grade to females 5 

Second grade to males 4 

Second grade to females 10 

Third grade to males 16 

Third grade to females 103 

Total ' 139 

REJECTED APPLICANTS. 

Males in all grades 18 

Pemales in au grades 33 

Total 51 

Districts Nos. 13, 15, 25, 29 and 87 are the only ones that ob- 
tained library aid during the year. 

Whole amount raised by districts $1,755 28 

Whole amount received from the State 1,370 00 

Whole amount expended for apparatus 1,200 83 

Number of books bought for libraries 2,401 

Number of books now in libraries 2,130 

Number of books read during the year 1,309 

The boundaries of the following districts were somewhat 

<$hanged : 

No. 45, No. 59, No. 35, No. 113 and No. 95. 

The approval of the ordered changes in Districts Nos. 35 and 
"95 has not yet been received. ,. .,-i. 

Union district, No. 1, Burlington, contemplates buildmg an- 
other new school-house for the accommodation of the lower de- 
partments that are so fast filling up from the census. Irick dis- 



24 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 

trict, No. 2, refurnished her school-house with new desks, and en* 
closed the school-yard with a new fence. The property is now in 
good condition. Ivins district, No. 6, repaired her house with a 
new roof and new shutters, and now it needs only new furniture 
and black-boards to make it all it need be for the comfort and 
convenience of the children. Columbus district, No. 9, is about 
putting up a new two-story brick school building, on new ground, 
capable of accommodating all the pupils of the district. It will 
be finished sometime in November next. Beverly district. No. 
16, put in, at the cost of $1,800, the necessary furnace and boiler 
for heating the school building with steam. Her hot-air furnaces 
proved a failure on every cold and windy day, hence the change^ 
Oinnaminson district. No. 23, Palmyra, built, at a cost of about 
$3,000.00, two additional rooms to her school building. It is 
now in condition to meet all the wants of the district for years. 

Westchester district. No. 20, replaced her old-fashioned furni- 
ture with other of the most approved style. The house is now 
not only comfortable, but convenient. Smithville district. No. 
35, is now occupying a rented house, but she contemplates the 
building of a new one very soon. Mount Holly district. No. 73, 
built, at a cost of $5,000, a fine new brick building of four rooms, 
in the school-yard, back of the other buildings, and furnished it 
with all new furniture, and notwithstanding this addition, she has 
not too much seating capacity. Green Bank district, No. 99, 
repaired her school-house, making it somewhat more comfort- 
able ; but to make it completely so, she needs to provide new 
furniture for it. Some time in the fall the school of district No. 
53 deserted their old building and went into their comfortable 
and convenient new house, given up to the trustees by the con- 
tractor, he being fully satisfied in his demands for the same. 

Our ninth annual examination of the pupils of our schools of 
the county commenced on the morning of the first day of April, 
and terminated in the afternoon of the ninth. As usual, the 
number of studies was fifteen for the first or diploma grade, seven 
for the second, or grade of distinguishment, and five for the 
third or grade of merit. The questions were so prepared that 
the pupils were permitted the use of the books in all the studies 
except Etymology, Physiology, third grade Geography, and Con- 
stitution of the United States, which were to be answered from 
memory. The number that passed the examination is as follows : 

Males for diplomas 2ft 

Females for diplomas 41 

Males for certificates of distinguishment 75 

Females for certificates of distinguishment 163 

Males for certificates of merit 84 

Females for certificates of merit 15ft 

Total 545 
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Thirty-three not having reached the seventy per cent, stand- 
ard, were rejected. 

Out of the sixty-seven passing the diploma grade, there will be 
bnt forty-eight to graduate, the others being too young to leave 
school. The commencement for these graduates will take place 
in Concert Hall, Mount Holly, on Saturday morning of the 
twentieth day of November next. The one of last year came off 
at the same place, on the twenty-first day of November, with a 
varied and entertaining programme. The house was full to over- 
flowing with an attentive audience. The graduates numbered 
sixty, and those that participated in the exercises acquitted them- 
selves very creditably. After the exercises by the graduates, the 
State Superintendent made a stirring address to the audience 
upon the subject, " The Importance of Our Public Schools," and 
so well were they pleased with it that they were loath to have him 
stop. He was followed by the County Superintendent in an ad- 
dress of encouragement and advice to the graduates, after which 
the exercises closed with music by the graduates. 

Being out on a trip of school-visiting during the latter part of 
April, and seeing in the newspapers that the Governor had ap- 
pointed the 23rd, Good Friday, as Arbor Day, I immediately im- 
provised a general programme of exercises for the occasion, and 
sent it to all my teachers, particularly requesting them to observe 
the day to the best possible advantage, not knowing or even im- 
agining that a change of the day was about taking place. Most 
of the schools observed said day, but a few teachers learning of 
the change postponed their observance accordingly. 

I received reports from fifty schools, assuring me that the day 
was most enthusiastically observed in the way of tree-planting, 
and exercises in the school-room, with lectures, recitations, songs, 
&c. The trees reported planted numbered somewhat over two 
hundred. In some of the towns there was much interest mani- 
fested by their intelligent and representative men, who went into 
the schools and participated in the exercises. 

In comparing the reports with those of the two preceding 
years, I find that the interest still grows. And it appears to me 
that the only lasting good is to bring it to the notice of the 
school-children for study. What they learn in school becomes 
part and parcel of their intellect and moral natures. Then when 
the time comes for them to consider the weighty matters apper- 
taining to the welfare of the country, they will be able to draw 
from their deep philosophic resources, in the adaptation of 
means to ends. 

Our Teachers' Associations continue to meet from month to 
month, during the active school work of the year. This last 
year the time was almost wholly given up to Dr. John T. Lan- 
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ning, of Columbus, and me, as instructors ; he lecturing on 
Physical Geography, and I upon the subject " How to Teach." 
In starting with the capacity of the infant mind, I slowly and 
gradually noticed its almost infinitessimal steps in the acquisition 
of its knowledge of the concrete world and its own abstract 
mother tongue. As step by step was examined, I showed how 
the power of association would suggest and almost anticipate the 
consecutive continuity of higher and broader thought, and thus 
preserve the task of learning natural and easy. With the aid of 
mental philosophy, I continued to show that, no matter what the 
subject for study, this same power of suggestion and the con- 
tinuity of the gradual increase of exercise, would render acquisi- 
tion easy and delightful. After showing this to be the true basis 
of all teaching, I took up "lifferent subjects and applied it to their 
individual needs. In every case was seen methodical arrange- 
ment for gradual development of thought and continuous acquisi- 
tion of power. So far was it carried, that at last theoremic 
seemed to become axiomatic propositions. Then I showed that 
if all teaching recognized this consecutive dependence of step 
upon step, it would not be long before the natural law of antici- 
pation would take complete possession of the child, and open up 
to its mind ever dawning new beauty in the horizon of discovery 
and invention. 

I believe that many teachers think that if they know the exist- 
ence of truths and facts in their isolated state, independent of 
their methods of deduction and their relation to each other, they 
are sufficiently well-schooled to teach the infant mind so suscep- 
tible of the power of methodical thought. What a mistake! and 
how far from the truth ! The presentation of such truths or 
facts to the natural cravings of the child's progressive mind is 
as discord to its intellectual soul, and it soon becomes disgusted 
with the whole affair. This is the cause of all school-room riot. 
I believe that many teachers do as much to demoralize the child's 
mind through arbitrary methods as the others do through the 
want of method. 

Such teachers should be compelled to avail themselves of all 
the means for opening up their minds to truth in all its variously 
related capacity. 

I feel that my last year's lectures to the teachers did far more 
for the schools under their charge than any others I ever gave, 
and I am only too sorry that all of the teachers within rea- 
sonably accessible distance did not attend to be benefitted by 
th'em. 

Physical Geography was well treated, especially in its connec- 
tion with astronomy, when were fully explained the solstices, the 
equinoxes and their precessions, the different kinds of years, the 
tides, the different lengths of a degree of latitude and longitude. 
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&c., &c. In its connection with geology, the Doctor showed the 
gradual lonnation of the earth's crust, the cause of its upheavals, 
earOiqnakes, volcanoes, &c., &c. All were exceedingly pleased 
with the vast amount of information imparted. 

In the attendance of teachers upon these lectures, there is one 
thing of remarkable notice, and that is the almost total want of 
the presence of the young graduates of the Normal School. It 
may be that their knowledge is so thorough, varied and extensive 
that it would be but wasteful excess on their part to give one 
day a month to these meetings. Notwithstanding this excessive 
waste of time, the trustees are beginning to demand the attend- 
ance of their teachers upon all such meetings. I hope the de- 
mand may soon become universally peremptory. 

In the coming year I will teach the new and concise method of 
Algebraical Analysis, known by the name of Determinants, and I 
fe^l that it can be done in so simple a maimer that even the Veriest 
tvro in analysis can never lose his bearings therein. Mr. Milton 
H. Allen will teach Mensuration in its most general and practical 
appKcations. A part of the time will be given to the New Jersey 
Teachers' Beading Circle. 

There is one subject that gives us considerable trouble, and to 
^hich I wish to call your particular attention, and it is this — the 
assignment of the children to their respective departments. In 
Bordentown, Burlington and Mount Holly, we have different 
school buildings judiciously located to meet the wants of the 
different departments of the school in each place, to the best ad- 
Tantage. In Bordentown we have two buildings for the school ; 
one for the white children, and one for the colored. In Burling- 
ton there are four for the whites and one for the colored. In 
Mount Holly there are two for the whites and one for the colored. 
.The buildings for the colored are located in the very midst of 
the colored population of their respective towns. The children 
in these schools are under the charge of first-class colored 
teachers that are capable of meeting all the demands made upon 
them in the way of instruction and discipline, and yet their 
parents are not satisfied with the arrangement ; they are occa- 
sionally making application to enter the white departments. 
Should these admissions become general and common very many 
of the whites would be withdrawn, and the schools would dwindle 
to almost nothing. 

Now this state of things in our schools is all wrong, and it ap- 
pears to me that the only way to avoid it would be to have our 
legislature pass an act declaring all the schools in one district 
under one principal to be but one school, and giving the trustees 
the absolute right to create and control such dinerent depart- 
ments as in their judgment would best subserve the interests of 
the school, whether such departments should be male or female, 
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white or colored, principal or secondary, primary or intermediate. 
This would meet the case, and "no child would be excluded from 
any public school on account of his or her religion, nationality, 
or color." 

During the year I made about three hundred and seventy-five 
school visits. All the schools were visited twice, with the excep- 
tion of three or four that were closed at the time of my call. 
Some were visited three or four times. 

The trustees were called together in township meetings for the 
purpose of considering school questions, settling accounts, chang- 
ing boundary lines, &c., &c. 



CAMDEN COUNTY. 



F. R. Brace, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. 0, Ghapmariy State Superintendent : 

Sir : — I herewith present the annual report of the condition of 
the public schools in Camden county for the year ending August 
31st, 1886. 

FINANCES. 

There has been a large increase in the amount of district tax 
voted this year over that of last year, the amount being $106,- 
522.34, an increase of $24,826.13. The amount of State moneys 
apportioned to this county is also increased, being $66,888.24, an 
increase of $2,996.26. The pro rata amount of the State 
school moneys for each child the ensuing year, except in the 
$350 and the $200 districts, is $3.10. The pro rata amount for 
the $350.00 and $200.00 districts is $5.30. In some of these 
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small districts the pro rata amount is more than $7.00. Twenty- 
four districts are 1350.00 districts ; four are $200.00 districts and 
fonrteen receive \Aiepro rata amount of $3.10. 

The average salary paid to male teachers is $82.87, an increase 
over last year of $4.91 ; to female teachers $39.69, an increase of 
forty-four cents. Outside of Camden and Gloucester City, the 
average salary paid to male teachers is $13.96, a decrease of 
forty-four cents ; to female teachers $38.17, an increase of one 
dollar. 

SCHOOL CENSUS. 

The school population now numbers twenty thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight, an increase of three hundred and sev- 
enty-seven over last year. This increase has taken place in 
Camden, Merchantville and the townships of Stockton, Haddon 
and Waterford. A decrease has taken place in Gloucester City 
and the townships of Delaware, Centre, Gloucester and Winslow. 

During the last ten years the increase of the school population 
in the city of Camden has been three thousand seven hundred 
and forty-two, or 34 per cent. ; in Gloucester City, twenty-nine 
or 1.8 per cent. ; in Merchantville, seventy- thiee or 33 per cent. ; 
in Stockton township three hundred and thirty- one or 51 per 
cent., and in Haddon, one hundred and ninety-nine, or 32 per 
cent. ; the decrease in Delaware township has been seventy-four, 
or 28 per cent. ; in Centre, one hundred and twelve, or 25 per 
cent. ; in Gloucester, one hundred and nine, or 13 per cent. ; in 
Waterford, one hundred or 13 per cent., and in Winslow, one hun- 
dred and two or 15 per cent. 

SCHOOL- HOUSES. 

The school-houses of the county are, with only one or two ex- 
ceptions, in good condition. In No 3, in the vfllage of Pensau- 
kin, the new school-house, reported in course of erection last 
year, has been finished and occupied ; in No. 4, a building is in 
course of erection. The two that have been used have been 
found insufficient for the rapidly increasing school population. 
An increase is found in other districts also, principally in Nos. 3, 
5, 11, 12 and 30. In these districts new departments will have 
to be opened or new houses erected. The same is true of No. 24. 

SCHOOLS. 

There is reason to be gratified with the progress made by the 
schools during the past year, except in a few instances. I sup- 
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pose there will always be a few teachers in every large corps of 
instructors that will not be up to the standard. 

As the result of the year's work, eleven pupils passed the ad- 
vanced grade : one in No. 9 ; two in No. iS ; five in No. 21 ; one 
in No. 26 ; one in No. 30, and one in No. 44. Thirty-four passed 
the first grade : one in No. 3 ; one in No. 4 ; one in No. 5 ; four 
in No. 11 ; five in No. 12 ; two in No. 15 ; one in No. J8 ; one in 
No. 19 ; eight in No. 21 ; two in No. 26 ; one in No. 30 ; three in 
No. 36 ; two in No. 38, and two in No. 40. Sixty-eight passed 
the second grade and one hundred and seventy-nine the third 
grade. 

While there may be some objections to examinations, on the 
ground that they cause pupils to work merely for the honor of 
passing, and confine them and their teachers to the branches 
taught and the limited part of those branches in which the exam- 
ination is to take place, the benefits resulting from examinations 
properly conducted are very great. Both teachers and pupils 
feel that work must be done and time improved if the test is to 
be passed. The fact that there is to be a fair, perhaps not a full 
examination of the year's work, will make all more faithful and 
earnest. When the questions are made out by some one else than 
the teacher, the particular school cannot be favored in a partial 
manner, and when the results are examined by some one other 
than the teacher, tlie personal equation of the teacher, which 
would necessarily cause him to lean favorably towards his own 
school and towards some pupil or pupils in his school, is entirely 
eliminated. 

There is only one difficulty that needs to be guarded against, 
and that is the desire of some teachers to push their scholars 
ahead too fast, so as to enable them to pass in first grade before 
they ought. This, however, can be remedied by refusing to ex- 
amine papers and grant diplomas to those who have not reached 
a certain age, say fifteen years. 

teachers' association and teachers. 

Our teachers have met regularly every two months during the 
year for consultation and improvement. The work at these meet- 
ings has been performed mainly by those connected with the 
association. An address, fall of instruction and stimulation, was 
delivered by Dr. Hasbrouck, of the State Normal School, at 
the January meeting. 

A joint institute was held with the teachers of Atlantic county, 
in Atlantic City, in the month of October. The instructors and 
lecturers were State Superintendent E. O. Chapman, Professor 
Verrill, of New York ; Bev. G. K. Morris. D. D., of the Com- 
mercial Business College of Philadelphia ; Professor W. B. Glen, 
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of the same college ; Miss Sallie S. HiUman, of Haddonfield ; Mrs. 
Maxy Hnnt, of Massachusetts, and County Superintendent Haas, 
of ]Durlington county. Work was done by the superintendents 
of Atlantic and Camden counties and some of the teachers of 
these two counties. 

At the regular quarterly examinations eighty-five candidates 
presented themselves, of whom twenty-seven were rejected. Two 
candidates received first-grade certificates — Lizzie I. Lippincott 
and Eachel B. Borden ; four received second-grade and fifty-two 
third grade. 

Of the sixty-one teachers in the county eight were graduates 
of the State Normal School and seven were undergraduates. 
Seven held first-^ade State certificates; four second-grade 
State, and one third-grade State ; eleven first grade county ; 
eight second-grade county, and thirty third-grade county. 

EXAMINERS. 

Mrs. Kachel H. Strong, of No. 30, and Mr. Charles S. Albert- 
son, of No. 15, still constitute the Board of Examiners. Mr. Ar- 
thur Pressey, of No. 12, very kindly assisted us at the May exami- 
nation. 

LIBRARIES. 

Additions to libraries and apparatus have been made in the 
following districts ; Nos. 1, 16, 18, 21 and 39. 

CONCLUSION. 

Arbor Day was very generally observed. 

The township boards of trustees have met and the accounts of 
district clerks and township collectors have been compared. 

The cause of education has been greatly helped by the efficient 
aid given it by the newspapers of the county. There are no 
stronger advocates of a good, thorough, practical, business edu- 
cation than the editors and reporters of the papers in this county. 
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CAPE MAT COUNTY. 



Vincent O. Miller, Superintendent. 



To E. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

I herewith submit my annual report of the condition of the 
schools of Cape May county, for the year ending August 31st, 
1886. 

It has been a pleasure to note an increased interest in school 
affairs by our people. One strong evidence of this is in the fact 
that bhree new houses have been erected during the year, with a 
seating capacity of three hundred and seventy-five, and at a cost 
of nearly twelve thousand dollars. 

In most districts the State appropriation and tax has been 
liberally supplemented by special district or township tax. In a 
few instances, however, a misguided policy has prevailed, shown 
in a disposition to leave a portion of the State funds unex- 
pended. Attention has been called to the injustice and illegality 
of such a course and the consequences that will follow its con- 
tinuance, and it is not probable it will be adhered to another 
year. It occurs exclusively in the three hundred and fifty dollar 
districts. 

An Institute was held at Cape May Court House in December. 
Dr. Edward Brooks, of Philadelphia, took a leading part. He 
proved an able expounder of modem methods of teaching and 
urged the necessity of teachers thoroughly understanding mental 
science. 

Prof. A. C. Apgar, of the State Normal School, gave a series of 
interesting and instructive talks. Miss S. C. Hillman and Supt. 
C. E. Meleney also gave practical instruction in reading and num- 
bers. 

During the last session of the Institute a County Teachers* 
Association was organized, and during its subsequent meetings 
much interest has been manifested. 
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A Beading (Jircle was also formed during the year, but owing 
to our scattered population and difficulty in holding meetings, 
ihe plan of reading alone is the one mostly pursued. It does 
not give so good results as would be obtained by occasionally 
meeting together. 

The county examination of pupils was held in March, and 
while the number of diplomas and certificates granted was less 
than last year, the standard of examinations was much more sat- 
isfactory. 

Taken as a whole Cape May has made progress in public edu- 
cation during the year just passed. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



Joseph Moore, Superintendent. 



To E. O. Chapraan, State Superintendent : 

I commence my written report for the past school year by ref- 
•erence to some of the facts and figures in the accompanying 
statistical report. 

In it, the estimated number of those who attended no school 
is 1,455, which is twelve per cent, of the school census. Aided by 
the District Trustees and teachers, I hope, in the future, to di- 
minish this percentage, and to do it, as far as possible, without 
resorting to legal measures. Efforts of this kind were successful- 
ly made during the year, by a thoughtful teacher, who found a 
number of children from six to twelve years old whose home was 
«o isolated and whose home-life so environed as to deprive them 
almost entirely of mental and moral culture. By persuasive 
methods with both parents and children, and by those unmistak- 
able evidences of kindness and benevolence that win the heart, 
the latter were induced to attend school. Their entrance was 
characterized by a suspicious glance at their surroundings in the 
new world and the new life upon which they had entered. School 
3 
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room appurtenances were to them a novelty and recitations a 
mystery. 

Prompted by the example of this teacher I hope the teachers 
and school officers of Cnmoerland will improve their opportunity. 

Other prominent hindrances to progress in many districts are, 
a want of maps and charts, especially the latter, a want of books, 
particularly readers for the intermediate classes, irregular atten- 
dance, overcrowded rooms, and frequently an attempt on the 
part of teachers to do in a given time more than can be done well. 

In District 4, Woodruff, the old house has been replaced by a 
new one, with modem furniture. 

In District 40, Pleasantville, the very ancient edifice, valued at 
one hundred dollars, has disappeared and a commodious new 
one, with modern furniture, has taken its place. 

At Leesburg, in District 52, the old house has been repaired 
and an addition made to it, thus giving them three convenient 
rooms, each of which has modern furniture. 

At our Teachers' Institute, held in Vineland, in addition to the 
part taken by yourself, we had vaulable instruction during the 
day by Edward Brooke, Ph. D., Miss S. C. Hillman, and 
Superintendents Milligan, of Gloucester, and Morse, of Atlantic, 
and in the evening a crowded house listened to a lecture by Dr. 
E. M. Hunt. 

A reading circle has been organized, and the number of teachers 
who take a school journal is greater than last year. 



ESSEX COUNTY. 



Charles M. Davis, Superintendent. 



To E. 0, Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

In obedience to law, I have the honor to present this report 
concerning the public schools of Essex county. 

In the city of Newark the schools are under the charge of 
Supt. William N. Barringer ; in Orange of Supt. W. W. Cutts, 
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whlile those of the townships are under that of the County Super- 
intendent. 

The cnildren are distributed as follows : 

Newark. Orange. Townehips. Total. 

On census roU 45,818 4,672 11,820 62,310 

On school register 22,329 1,671 7,236 31,236 

Average attendance 15,247 1,139 4,997 21,383 

In private schools 6,500 1,300 2,199 9,999 

Attending no school 16,989 1,701 2,385 21,075 

To educate these children the following amounts have been 
received : 

Newark. Orange. TowDBhips. Total. 

From the State. .$211,616 91 $21,340 69 $57,395 16 $290,352 76 
From district and 
township tax. . . 177,316 09 7,500 00 77,226 31 262,042 40 

The value of the 
school property 
is $1,109,500 $105,000 $451,000 $1,665,500 

The increase in the number of children on the census roll, 
since last year, is 2,926 ; of those on the school register, 309 ; of 
the average attendance, 248 ; of those in private schools 508 ; 
and of those in no school, 2,154. 

The townships (for which the remainder of this report is made) 
are divided into thirty-six districts, with forty-three school 
houses — thirty-one verjr good, nine good, two medium, one poor, 
none very poor. Their total value is $451,000.00. District No. 
7, Bloomfield, has four buildings ; No. 8, Montclair, two buildings ; 
No. 28, South Orange, two buildings ; No. 37, East Orange, two 
buildings. 

The schools are taught by twenty-five male teachers, with 
an average monthly salary of $125.40; and one hundred and 
twenty-eight female teachers, with an average salary of $49.42. 
It must not be inferred from these salaries that men are 
paid more than women for the same work. The male teachers 
are chiefly principals, only three having charge of schools 
without assistants, and receiving respectively $60.00, $50.00 
and $40.00; while there are many female teachers who 
receive over $60.00 each. As a general rule the value of the 
work decides the salary ; not the sex of the teacher. 

The certificates held by the teachers are distributed as follows : 
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First grade State 6 

Second grade State 11 

Third grade State ♦ 4 

First grade county 26 

Second grade county 47 

Third grade county 59 



21 



132 



Total 153 

It will be noticed that fifty-nine, or more than one-third of the 
teachers, hold third grade county certificates. But this does not 
imply poor scholarship on the part of the teachers. On the 
contrary the larger part of them are graduates of college, or of 
Normal Schools in other States, and their scholarship is broad 
and thorough. But being in graded schools, in the primary or 
intermediate departments, the work of daily preparation for 
their classes is too pressing for them to spend time in reviewing 
their high school 6r college studies, so as to pass a creditable ex- 
amination. They prefer an annual examination on the funda- 
mental subjects. With every year the work in our graded 
schools becomes greater; better methods of teaching are 
demanded, requiring increased work of preparation from the 
teacher. In the cities the teacher having once been examined to 
the satisfaction of the superintendent, a certificate for life is 
granted, thus allowing her to give time to preparation for her 
daily work ; while in the townships, the law requires successive 
examinations of more or less frequency. Consequently teachers 
of the highest efficiency often content themselves with a third 
grade certificate, feeling that there is no disgrace attached to it, 
so long as their work in the school room is successful and accep- 
table. It would seem that the time had come when efficiency m 
the school room should be recognized in the certificate. 

It gives me great pleasure to express my appreciation of the 
high character and able and faithful wort of the teachers of 
Essex county, as a body. With almost no exceptions, they de- 
serve this commendation. Thev strive to train the children to 
become true and pure, as well as intelligent and courteous men 
and women, putting character on a platform as high, at least, as 
that of intellect. In what other way could the State so econom- 
ically invest the money expended for these services ? 

The constant effi^rt of officers and teachers for many years past 
to secure the regular attendance of the pupils has borne its legiti- 
mate fruit. Parents are learning to see the importance of these 
habits, and quite generally support the teachers in their efforts 
to form them. Various means are used in different schools to 
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encourage the pupils in this line, and all meet with good success. 
The one used in St. Mark's (No. 39), West Orange, is peculiar, 
and may be briefly noticed. The trustees deposit in the Orange 
Savings Bank one dollar to the credit of each pupil who has not 
been absent or tardy for one day in the year ; and on the last day 
of school, at the closing exercises, the bank books are handed to 
the pupils. Some, but very little, allowance is made for unavoida- 
ble absence for a day or two. In 1882, the total prizes given 
were 23 ; in 1883, 27 ; in 1884, 35 ; in 1885, 59 ; in 1886, 43. 

It is desirable, both for the comfort of the teachers and the 
good of the scholars, that the permanancy of efficient teachers in 
their positions should, in some way, be assured. Every engage- 
ment expires at the end of the school year, and sometimes — not 
often, indeed, but often enough to cause uneasiness — a success- 
ful teacher, loved by pupils and approved by the community, 
fails to be reappointed. This can be done by a board of trustees 
without giving any reason for it and is virtually a dismissal. This 
regularly recurring uncertainly deters some, who would be excel- 
lent teachers, from entering the profession ; and leads others who 
are already teaching, to look towards leaving the calling. Again, 
if a board should engage a teacher, agreement is binding on the 
succeeding board only for three months ; and although in practice 
this works little or no trouble in this county, it sometimes causes 
anxiety. I do not suggest any remedy ; the way out of the diffi- 
culty will probably be forthcoming. 

In conclusion I would say that the sentiment of the people is 
in favor of good public schools, and of paying liberally for them. 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 



William Milligan Superintendent. 



To E. O. ChapTnun, State SaperirUeiuient : 

I have the honor to submit herewith my twentieth annual re- 
port of the schools in Gloucester county. 
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SOHOOL HOUSES. 

No new buildings have been erected during the year. 
Several had considerable repairs made to them during the 
summer ; especially is this the case in District No. 1, Woodbury. 
The school-house situated on Oak street, in the north end of the 
town, which consists of two rooms, had new floors laid and an 
entry placed at one end so as to give an additional entrance for 
the girls ; the building was also painted. 

The Trustees thought that more ground was needed and they 
bought a small piece of land in the rear, extending to another 
street, so that the children may now enter the grounds from two 
streets. Considerable money has been expended in underdrain- 
ing and grading the yards. Some new furniture was also pro- 
cured. 

Paulsboro District, No. 16, and Forest Grove, No. 52, have 
each furnished a room with new furniture and they present a 
very fine appearance, besides adding comfort to the pupils. The 
former district also had some of the walls in the rooms painted 
and expect to have all of them painted during the coming year. 
Battentown, No. 30, finished the new building of which I spoke 
in my last report. It consists of a large room, with a small class 
room in the rear ; it is a comfortable building and a credit to the 
people. 

SOHOOLS. 

The schools have been well attended during the year and with 
but a very few exceptions good work has been done. The course 
of study is still pursued. The number of pupils who completed 
the course and received their diplomas in June was twenty — four 
in No. 1 ; four in No. 16 ; three in No. 57 ; two each in No. 27, 
No. 31 and No. 43 ; and one each in No. 17, No. 41 and No. 66. 
This we think a very good showing when we realize the fact that 
so many of our girls and boys do not stay in the schools long 
enough to complete the course of study. Three of the graduates 
will teach during the coming year and three will attend the 
Normal School. 

Night schools were opened during the winter at Glassboro, 
Williamstown and Clayton for the benefit of those boys who 
were compelled to work during the day. 

TEACHERS. 

One hundred and seventeen teachers were employed in the 
schools during the year, viz : thirty-four males and eighty-three 
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females, being an increase of five lady teachers. The average 
salary per month of the male teachers was $54.47, and that of 
the females $32.92. 

Onr Institute was held early in the autumn and it was in every 
way a gi;^nd success. The teachers when they went away said it 
was the best that they had ever attended. State Superintendent 
E. O. Chapman spent three days with us, and gave the teachers 
at various times good counsel and suggestions, and on one of the 
evenings gave us an interesting lecture in the Town Hall, while 
OB the other evenings Dr. Hunt, of the State Board of Health, 

Soke of Hygiene in the school-room. Prof. Jacobus, of New 
runswick ; Prof. Edson, of Jersey City ; Prof. Barringer, of 
Newark ; Dr. Brooks, of Philadelphia, and Miss Hillman, of 
Haddonfield, gave the teachers much valuable instruction. We 
held our associations every two months, and they were unusually 
good meetings. 

At the Association we were helped by Professors Barringer, 
Or^ory, Edson and Jacobus. One of the meetings was devoted 
to the interests of the Beading Circle, of which one hundred and 
fiveof our teachers are members. 

SOHOOL LIBBABIES. 

The foUowing districts, viz : Nos. 1, 16, 27, 30, 31, 43 and 61 
made application to the State for money to help them to begin 
or increase their libraries. I spoke of this subject in full in my 
report of last year. 

TEAOHEBS' EXAMINATIONS. 

As Mr. H. K. Bugbee resigned his position as principal of Dis- 
trict No. 57, and does not expect to teach asain for a time, I ap- 
Eointed Mr. David Davis, of Hurffville, to fill the viacancy caused 
y Mr. Bugbee's resignation. Messrs. Gallaher and Sharp still 
continue on the Examining Board. We have examined two hun- 
dred and twenty-five applicants for teachers' certificates ; of this 
number ninety-four failed to receive the required averages* 
Four first graae and nine second grade certificates were granted ; 
the remaining one hundred and eighteen were of the third grade. 

ABBOB DAT. 

This day was generally observed by our schools and was looked 
forward to with interest. Besides the general exercises, such as 
singing, readings and addresses, a number of trees were planted 
and it was a pleasant sight to see the children carrying plants, 
bulbs and bushes to be set out in the flower beds which they had 
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prepared for the occasion. Qnite a change has been produced 
on onr school grounds. The plants are taken up in the fall and 
deck the windows of our school-rooms during the winter. 

For further information I must refer you to the accompanying, 
statistical report. 



HUDSON COUNTY. 



Geobge C. Houghton, Superintendent. 



2o E, O. Chapman^ State Superintendent: 

Deab Sib : — In handing you my first annual report of the 
schools of Hudson county I take great pleasure in mentioning 
the fact that there is, on the part of trustees and teachers, a very 
harmonious application of mind and energy to the systematic 
work of public instruction. I have found the District Trustees,^ 
as a rule, men who serve faithfully in their respective positions, 
and do so often under adverse and very trying circumstances. 

It will always be a difficult undertaking to obtain the valuable 
services of men fully qualified for the responsibilities of School 
Trustee, especially in districts where the inhabitants are widely 
scattered. 

I am glad to report that our county has an excellent corps of 
teachers, and that the work of public instruction is intelligently 
and faithfully carried out ; and there is everywhere on the part 
of the people a feeling of satisfaction with the progress of the 
pupils instructed. 

There have been two new school houses built in the county 
during the year, and a large and important addition made to a 
third — this last in the town of Union, where the population is 
growing very fast, and the demands made upon the district 
school are extraordinary. This school certainly is most admir- 
ably managed, both on the part of the Board of Education, and 
the Principal and teachers. The inhabitants are, and cannot be 
otherwise than proud of their school and its excellent and 
efficient work. 



HUDSON COUNTY— Continued. 41 

The beantifol school-house (Number 2) in Kearney, completed 
and occupied this fall, has manifestly met the expectations and 
needs of the inhabitants and exhibits a very judicious discern- 
ment on the part Qf the gentlemen who compose the Board of 
Education. 

A wise provision for the requirements of the eastern part of 
Kearney has also been made in the new building (Number 1) on 
Bergen avenue. 

It cannot be but that even better results than heretofore shall 
follow from the construction and equipment of these admirable 
buildings. 

Advantageous changes have also been made in the school- 
house at Arlington, and very efficient work is manifest in the 
conduct of this school. 

In Harrison the school-house is a crowded one, and an addi- 
tion to the building cannot be long delayed. In the primary de- 
partment, " half sessions " are already resorted to, and every 
room is full to its utmost capacity. 

I find the school-houses throughout the county in a fair con- 
dition, but some system of ventilation is a necessitv not so gener- 
ally sought as the health of the teachers and chiloren demands. 

I regret to say that sufficient attention is not paid to the use of 
the broom and scrubbing brush, and wherever this fault is most 
noticeable, there I find no attempt whatever made to change the 
air of the room during the day except in such manner as to en- 
danger the lives of the children. Studious habits and desires 
cannot be the outcome of atmospheric impurity, and education 
at the risk of life is not a necessity. 

Partially successful efforts have been made here and there in 
the county to remedy this great drawback, but school trustees, 
as a general rule, have not as yet given their attention to this 
very important matter. 

I believe that the teachers of the county are seeking a higher 
general standing than heretofore. My endeavor has been to 
make the examinations such as the spirit of the law intends they 
shall be, and I have noted with satisfaction the general advance 
made by those who one year ago were barely " passed " as in- 
structors. They are manifesting a desire to fully fit themselves 
for the duties of the vocation which they have chosen. There 
has been in this respect a remarkable improvement throughout 
the county. It is perhaps not improper to say, in passing, that 
our present system of examination need not, necessarily, tend 
towards this advancement. 

Many young people who are capable enough in their studies, 
and can attain the average standard required in the examinations, 
are, nevertheless, wholly incapable imparters of knowledge. 
They may hear lessons recited, but beyond that there is no 
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capability in them — they know nothing of teaching. Many 
young teachers have come to our examination and failed who, 
notwithstanding that fact, are very capable teachers of the ye^ 
knowledge apparently lacking in their examination papers. It 
would seem that our system of examination does not always tend 
toward the discovery of the instructor. If it were otherwise 
than it is — if the rule of manifest qualifications were strictly ad- 
hered to — ^if the lines were drawn tightly about the profession 
and the initiation made a reality and the tests practical, our 
common schools must become superior to any of the private 
schools in the land. 

The Reading Circle has been, I believe, fairly successful in 
Hudson county, and where the teachers have fully appreciated 
the underlying principle, and have applied themselves faithfully 
to the work mapped out, they have greatly benefitted themselves, 
and their advancement has shown itself in their school work. 
I do not doubt but that the second year of the Reading Circle 
will be a more successful one and that Hudson county will be 
foremost in membership and in the culture which the Circle is 
intended to promote. 

I am very glad that it is my privilege to report a very success- 
ful beginning of industrial work in some of the schools of the 
county. Foundation work is being strongly laid in the schools 
of the city of Bayonne and in the town of Union. A more 
advanced work is now fairly progressing in the city of Hoboken, 
and I hope that during the coming year a beginning may be made 
in other districts. One thing I may assure you — wherever in- 
dustrial education has been attempted in the public schools, as a 
part of the school system, it has commended itself to teachers 
and parents, and advanced, not retarded, the ordinary routine 
work of the school. 
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HUNTERDON COUNTY. 



Oliver H. Hoffman, Superintendent. 



To E. O. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

I herewith submit my annual report for the school year now 
closing. 

The following is a condensed statement of the accompanying 
statistics : 



Amount of money received from the State $52,102 87 

surplus revenue 3,297 44 

district tax for salaries. 5,688 81 

building, &c. 8,043 89 



it (( (( 

<• « « (( (( 



Amount received from all sources $69,133 01 

Yalue of school property $204,000 00 

^Number of children included in census 10,155 

Average number of months the schools have been 

open 9.9 

Average enrollment 7,813 

" daily attendahce. 3,987.6 

Estimated attendance at private schools 459 

Estimated number attending no schools 1,653 

Number of male teachers employed 60 

" " female " " 87 

Average monthly salary of male teachers $47 25 

" " female " $30 83 

Number of districts in the county 106 

" " $200 districts 7 

" " $350 " 48 

" receiving more than $350 each 51 

In examining the reports of the district clerks and of the col- 
lectors for several years back, on file in this office, I have been 
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greatly surprised to discover not only serious discrepancies there- 
in, in accounting for the same money, but also that in many in- 
stances, the report of the clerk is inconsistent with itself. To il- 
lustrate, the report of a district clerk for the year 1880 contains 
the following grossly inconsistent statement. 

Number of months the school has been open 9.5 

Average salary per month $40 

Amount paid for teacher's salary $325 

As statistics to be valuable must be accurate, great care has 
been taken to have the data, on which the accompanying statis- 
tical tables are based, entirely free from errors. To this end, the 
reports of the district clerks and of the collectors have been care- 
fully examined and compared, and those in which errors or dis- 
crepancies have been found have been returned to the proper 
oflScers for correction. 

In this way errors, many of them of long standing, have been 
unearthed and corrected and the financial condition of the school 
districts definitely ascertained. 

Under the law, the township collector is the only officer au- 
thorized to hold moneys raised for school purposes. All moneys, 
from whatever source derived, must be paid to him and be by him 
disbursed to the districts of the township on the order of their 
respective trustees. The district clerk cannot, legally, hold a dol- 
lar of it. 

Notwithstanding this plain provision of the law, moneys 
raised by subscription, entertainments, &c., are paid to the dis- 
trict clerk and by him reported at the close of the year as " re- 
ceived from other sources." As the collector has never had these 
moneys in hand, his report says nothing about them. The inev- 
itable result is a vexatious discrepancy in the reports of these 
officers. This can be avoided by faithfully observing the provis- 
ions of the school law. The district clerk, since he can legally 
receive school moneys from no other source than the collector, 
should report only for moneys received from that officer. The 
line, "Amount received from other sources," now inserted in the 
blank on which the clerk makes his report, should be expunged 
therefrom and placed in that on which the collector makes his* 
This would prevent confusion, and at the same time secure a full 
report of all moneys raised for school purposes. 

$200 DISTRICTS. 

There are seven of these districts in this county. Districts 
Nos. 22 and 23 should be consolidated, while No. 55 should be 
abandoned and its territory assigned to Districts Nos. 54 and 56* 
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I have tried in vain to induce these districts to see their interests 
as I see them. For reasons not apparent to me, they prefer to 
maintain their weak districts to becoming members of vigorous 
ones. As none of the smaller districts are likely to consent to 
their own dissolution while they are permitted to receive the 
present pittance from the State, the County Superintendent 
should be authorized and required to consolidate them with 
adjoining districts in all cases in which this is practicable. Those 
only should be retained which, on account of their location in 
sparsely settled neighborhoods, cannot well be spared. The num- 
b^r of districts having been thus reduced to a minimum, the 
State should be much more generous in its appropriation to 
them. Without diminishing the amount received by the larger 
districts, it should increase the sum apportioned to each of the 
smaller ones to $350.00. This would enable them to secure com- 
petent teachers and to keep their schools open the time required 
by law. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

Three districts have erected school-houses during the year. 

Providence, by overthrowing it in a gale of wind, most effect- 
ually condemned the old stone building that has served district 
No. 23 as a school-house for so many years. The district thus 
compelled to elect between rebuilding and consolidation with 
district No. 22, chose the former and erected a neat structure on 
the site of the old one. 

After much tribulation, district No. 65 has succeeded in secur- 
ing a school building that will not suffer when contrasted with 
those of neighboring districts. It is a neat edifice, worth all it 
cost in time, money and even vexation. 

The new district at Califon (15) has inaugurated its history in 
a mistake. Its school building is too small to accommodate — 
even now — the children of that rapidly growing village. 

In the erection of school-houses many of our districts are in 
the transition period between the old time structure of fifty years 
ago and that demanded by the progressive spirit of the present. 
Two elements are found in these districts — the one made up of 
the older and, (financially at least), more conservative citizens, 
the latter of the younger and more progressive. The former 
having no children within the school ages, naturally cling to the 
old house "of the daddies" as good enough ; while the latter, 
having children to be educated, are the earnest champions of 
such a school building as the proper education of these children 
imperatively demands. After many school meeiings and much 
wrangling, young energy and pluck usually prevail and the appro- 
priation is secured. 
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In one or two instances, however, the condemning power of 
the Superintendent has been invoked to stimulate to action the 
masterly inactivity of the district. As this power, though some- 
times a necessary, is an arbitrarv one, it has been exercised but 
sparingly — doubtless too sparingly. 

The State very properly requires every school district to pro- 
vide a suitable school building for the accommodation of it& 
children. But what is a suitable school building ? Too narrow 
a construction is put upon this term both by school officers and 
the public generally. If a building be in good repair, comfort- 
able as to warmth, furnished with modern desks and well sup- 
plied with school apparatus, it is generally regarded as a " suita- 
ble" one. This is well as far as it goes, but it does not go far 
enough. No building is really suitable for school purposes that 
has not a healthy location, ample play ground, properly con- 
structed and well cared for outhouses, well arranged and well 
lighted rooms, and a proper system of ventilation. The erection 
of school buildings should be under the supervision of competent 
sanitary authority, to which the proposed site, plan and general 
arrangement of the building should be submitted for approval. 
It would be well for the State Board of Health to issue a manual, 
giving brief but plain directions for the guidance of school 
officers in erecting and repairing school buildings. 

A knowledge of hygiene, sufficient at least to qualify him 
properly to care for the health of his pupils while in attendance 
at school, should be required of every teacher. To insure this, 
hygiene should be included in the branches required for certifi- 
cates of all grades. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Quarterly examinations have been held as required by law. 
Two hundred and fifteen applicants for certificates attended 
these examinations. Certificates were issued to one hundred 
and forty-nine of those applicants, while sixty-nine (nearly one- 
third of the whole number) were rejected. Of the rejected, two 
were " excused " for violating the rules, and sent away to learn 
that honesty is not only the hest but the only safe policy. 

The following table exhibits the number of certificates of each 
grade issued and the sex of the recipients ; also the number and 
sex of the rejected : 

Rejected. 
Male. Female. Male. Female. 

First grade 3 

Second grade 6 10 

Third grade 46 81 28 41 

55 91 28 41 
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Our method of examination is sadly in need of reform. To 
require the teacher to renew his certificate again and again is 
neither reasonable nor just. It is not reasonable, because it 
assumes that, after years of experience, he is no more competent 
to teach than he was as a novice. It is not just, because it en- 
tails upon him a degree of vexation, annoyance and humiliation 
that is not required by the interests of the schools. 

While the examination for a third grade certificate should not 
be made more difficult than it now is, the certificate itself should 
be considered as provisional, merely, to be followed by those of 
the higher grades. After teaching, say, for five years, the 
teacher — if he desires to remain in the school room — should be 
required to take out a second grade certificate, and at the expira- 
tion of this a first grade. The holder of a first grade county 
certificate should be exempt from a further examination as long 
as he continues to teach. If he retires from the school room for 
a number of years, he should renew his certificate before he is 

Eermitted to resume his work as a teacher. A change such as I 
ave here briefly outlined cannot fail greatly to increase the 
efficiency of our teachers. It would incite very many of them 
to diligent study, weed out the indolent and the incompetent and 
do very much to elevate teaching to the dignity of a profession. 
The teacher, who, with such inducements to urge him on, is too 
indolent or too ignorant to go forward may well be excused from 
the school room. 

INSTITUTES. 

In my last report I criticised, in such terms as I thought it 
deserved, the manner in which Teachers' Institutes had been con- 
ducted in this county. However just this criticism may have 
been as to the^m^ the one held in this county in May last is not 
amenable to it. That was a complete success. One hundred 
and thiity-three teachers were in attendance. No hobbies were 
aired, no grand speeches delivered, the sole object of which was 
to impress the audience with the wonderful knowledge and bril- 
liant oratorical powers of the speaker. No time was squandered 
in drills in alphabetical sounds or in mere text-book instruction. 
"With these the teachers were supposed to be reasonably familiar. 
Dr. Brooks, of Philadelphia, occupied several periods in eluci- 
dating the principles of mental science, showing very clearly the 
importance of a knowledge of the principles to the successful 
teacher. The State Superintendent was present and gave us 
several delightful talks, (as he called them), on symmetrical 
education. Superintendent Edson, of Jersey City, pressed upon 
the attention of the teachers the importance of moral culture in 
oar schools. Superintendent Meleney, of Paterson, explained 
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the workings of the Teachers' Reading Circle, and warmly com- 
mended it to the teachers of the county. Miss Hillman, of 
Haddonfield, enlivened the sessions of the Institute with some 
well selected and well rendered recitations and readings. Prof. 
Apgar, of the State Normal school, occupied the whole of Satur- 
day with talks in natural history, illustrating his remarks by 
drawings on the blackboard. The teachers manifested their in- 
terest in Prof. Apgar's instructions by unanimously resolving to 
hold an afternoon session instead of closing at noon as had been 
intended. 

In the evenings State Superintendent Chapman and Dr. Hunt, 
of the State Board of Health, lectured before audiences that 
filled the court house. The State Superintendent urged the im- 
portance of symmetrical education, the harmonious development 
of the physical, moral and intellectual powers. Dr. Hunt in- 
sisted, with great force, on proper attention to the laws of health. 
The audience manifested their appreciation of the remarks of 
these gentlemen by frequent and hearty applause. 

SCHOOL VISITATIONS. 

Every school in the county has received the number of visits 
required by law. The rule of the State Board, requiring the 
Superintendent to visit each school in his county at least twice 
a year can, (I think) be modified, greatly to the advantage of 
many of our schools. To comply with this rule, in a county as 
large as Hunterdon, requires all the time that the Superintendent 
can spare from his oflSce work. Some schools are in charge of 
teachers who, by their attainments and experience in the school 
room, are quite as competent to conduct them properly as is the 
Superintendent himself. One visit a year to each of these schools 
would seem to be sufficient. There are others, however, that 
are much less fortunate in their teachers. These require of the 
Superintendent much more time and attention than he can give 
them as the rule now stands. As they that be whole need not a 
physiqian but they that are sick, the Superintendent should be 
excused from unnecessary visits to the healthy schools, that he 
may be enabled to attend more closely to those that are in greater 
need of his immediate personal supervision. 

ARBOR DAY. 

The observance of this day is becoming more and more 
general with our schools. A half-holiday from school routine is 
usually given and the afternoon devoted to tree-planting, recita- 
tions, music, declamations and other appropriate exercises. The 
day should be fixed by statute and not left, as now, to the selec- 
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tion of the Governor. This would enable the schools to make 
ample preparation for the proper observance of the day, without 
seriously interfering with their regular daily exercises. 

SCHOOL LIBBABIES. 

Three districts (Nos. 4, 7, 48, 72), established libraries during 
the year, while seven others (32, 67, 78, 94, 98, 103, 104), added 
to theirs. As a rule the first purchases m estabUshing a Ubrary 
are wisely confined to school apparatus — maps, globes, charts, 
<bc., and books of reference. Many districts take but little 
interest in their libraries. No additions are made to them, the 
books become soiled and are destroyed and in a short time the 
library exists only in the records of the Superintendent. A few 
districts make yearly additions to theirs and thus, by increasing 
its size, increase also their interest in it. There are now fifty- 
two school libraries in the county, of which not more than 
twenty are in such a condition as to be worthy of the name. 

Generally speaking, the condition of our schools is one of 
vigorous, healthv growth. Thi» is manifest in the constantly in- 
crdlusing demana for thoroughly competent professional teachers 
and in the greatly lengthened term of service of such teachers in 
the same school ; in tne brushing from the educational ship the 
pedagogic barnacles that have clung to it so long ; in the willing- 
ness of our best citizens to serve in school boards, and in the 
pride of our people in beautifying and adorning their school 
buildings, providing them with ample play-grounds and in ren- 
dering the school homes of the little ones pleasant and attractive. 

All these are pointers in the right direction and they encourage 
us to hope that this growth may continue and in the near future 
become so lusty that our teachers will receive adequate compen- 
sation for their important services. 
4 
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MERCER COUNTY. 



Wm. J. GiBBY, Superintendent. 



lo E, 0, Chapman^ State Superinteiident : 

The eighteenth annual report which it has been mj privilege- 
and my duty to make, I now present to you. That it points out 
results simular to those of its predecessors establishes the fact 
beyond peradventure that our educational scheme is founded 
upon a substantial basis. A new chief executive officer has tftken 
command and there is not a ripple in the channel of our con- 
tinued progress. Our system is thoroughly acclimated and 
naturalized. It has become a very part of our existence as a 
commonwealth, and is as justly entitled to commendable distinct 
tion as are the enactments and execution of our laws. Jersey 
justice and Jersey schools, as twin sisters, now challenge 
the attention and respect of other states. We have be- 
came so familiar with our advanced position, that prop- 
erly to appreciate it requires us to step outside of our 
borders and to place it side by side with others. Then the 
recollection of our primitive days is forcibly recalled, and the 
trite stories to which we have listened incredulously are con- 
firmed and exemplified by actual reality. It is one of our par- 
donable sources of pride, that New Jersey secures to every child 
equal educational advantages, whether he be a resident of a rich 
and fertile farming community, or a rough rocky wilderness, or 
barren sandy waste. Ample funds are provided to secure be 
services of teachers who have previously been ascertained to the 
competent for the important work. As a State she does impar- 
tial justice to all, without discrimination against any, and the re- 
sult justifies the effort. 

LIBRARIES. 

My experience as to school libraries, I regret to say, is very 
similar to that of some other County Superintendents. So little 
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interest seems to be taken in them that it is well nigh impossible 
even to get a report of their condition. The volumes appear to 
be little sought after by the pupils, and to receive little attention 
from the teacher. It is possible that by some sudden inspiration 
new life and activity may be infused into this important adjunct 
of the teacher's labors. Here is opportunity for the display of 
ingenuity by some of the friends of education. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The usual quarterly examinations have been held. Last year 
none other than third grade certificates were issued. This year, 
however, a more favorable showing is made. Thirty- two candi- 
dates were rejected, one hundred and nine certificates were 
granted, twenty- six to males and eighty- three to females. Of 
tiiese three of the first or highest grade were granted to males 
and none to females ; none of the second to males and eleven to 
females ; twenty-three of the third to males and seventy-two to 
females. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The school buildings of the county are, as a whole, in excellent 
condition. A few might be improved but nearly all of them have 
been built recently. During the past year District No. 21 has 
rebuilt its brick house so that now ample accommodation is 
afforded for the school. Public opinion superseded the old build- 
ing in No. 43 with a beautiful and commodious frame house. 
There are a few in which modem furniture is needed, but the 
sentiment of the county is so strongly in the right direction that 
all needed improvements, either in structures or furnishing, may 
safely be left with the particular districts interested, without 
danger of neglect. 

ARBOR DAY. 

Arbor day was appropriately observed. With the excellent 
circular of the State Superintendent as a basis, a suitable pro- 
gramme was sent out from this office to the several districts, thus 
securing uniformity as well as thoroughness in the various 
exercises of the occasion. 

TEACHERS AND SALARIES. 

There were employed in the county one hundred and seventy- 
two teachers, twenty-two being males and one hundred and fifty 
females. The average salary per month of the males was $83.61 , 
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and of the females $36.85. This shows a falling off of one each 
of males and females, and a slight increase in the salaries of 
both. 

PUPILS. 

There are, according to the recent census, sixteen thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-eight children of school age in the 
county, an increase of twenty-three over last year. Nine thou- 
sand five hundred and thirty- one children were enrolled in the 
several schools during the year, being an increase of fifty-three 
over the previous year. Five thousand five hundred ana forty- 
eight is the average number who have attended during the time 
the school has been kept open ; last year the number was five 
thousand three hundred and thirty, an improvement to the num- 
ber of two hundred and eighteen. 

SCHOOL MONEYS. 

The apportionment of school moneys for the ensuing year 
comprises the following : 

Two miU tax. $81,271 01 

State appropriation 4,614 86 

Interest surplus revenue 723 11 

Total $86,608 98 

The average amount to each child of the county is $5.11 ; last 
year it was $5.10. 

Township meetings of the several townships have been held, 
and the schools have been visited as required by law. 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



Ealph Willis, Superintendent. 



To JS. O. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

I herewith Bubmit my annual report of the condition of public 
schools of Middlesex county, for the year ending August 31st 
1886. * 

The summary statement shows a diminished amount in the State 
appropriation, resulting from a large reduction in the apportion- 
ment from the reserved fund, as compared with former years. 
There is some increase in the amount yoted for teachers' salaries, 
and the improyement of school-houses. 

A comparison of the attendance with that of the former year 
shows a deficiency in the number haying attended ten montljs, 
but the deficiency is more apparent than real. Prof. Jacobus, 
of New Brunswick, in his zeal for accuracy, reported only the 
number of days of actual teaching — a number f alUng a little short 
of {en months. 

Had he included the legal holidays, he might haye reported a 
fraction oyer ten months, and a large number of pupils in atten- 
dance for that time. 

Four quarterly examinations were held, with the usual amount 
of failures, most of which are on the part of young ladies just 
from school, and impatient for pin money. 

The annual Teachers' Institute was held with a large attend- 
ance and profitable exercises. 

The monthly Teachers' Association was well sustained by the 
number in attendance, and the interest felt in the practical work 
assigned. If this association were united with a similar one, 
composed of the teachers of New Brunswick, it would be worthy 
of the pecuniary support giyen to the Annual Institute, and be 
of far greater yalue to teachers than it is now. 

Meetings of Township Boards of Trustees, although so neces- 
sary for imparting information to school officers fail to secure 
such an attendance as their importance demands. 
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All the schools of the county have received the number of 
visits required by law. 

Notwithstanding many hindrances and discouragements, we 
have held our own, and the cause of public education has suffered 
no loss. 



MONMOUTH COUNTY. 



Samuel Lockwood, Superintendent. 



To E. O. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

Sir : — I have the honor to report to you another year's work. 
Having; already rendered full and complete statistics in tabular 
form, it is not necessary to draw upon said retoms in this place, 
and although the year has been exacting in the matter of circu- 
lars addressed to teachers and school officers, yet as to reproduce 
such would be to lengthen these remarks to an undue extent, the 
merest allusion to them must suffice. Only from the annual ap- 
propriation shall an extract be made. As the distribution of the 
school moneys is a document seen by very few besides the school 
officers, and as inquiries are frequent respecting the sources and 
amounts of these moneys, and the data which govern their distri- 
bution, it seems to me necessary to take advantage of the State 
Superintendent's report for a wider circular of the facts. Hence 
the following summary is herewith presented : 

APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL MONEYS FOR MONMOUTH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 1885, AND ENDING 

AUGUST 31, 1886. 

Number of children in the county, according to cen- 
sus of 1884 18,910 

Interest from surplus revenue $2,802 28 

State appropriation from the $100,000 $5,310 79 

Appropriation from the $4, or State School tax $80,434 39 
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Total amount of school moneys $88,547 46 

Districts having not more than seventy children, nor 

less than forty-five, receiving each $350 40 

Districts receiving each $200, having less than forty- 
five children each 1 

Uumber of children in these forty-one districts 2,344 

Amoant appropriated to the children of these forty- 
one districts $12,844 35 

Average per child, for the above $5.47967 

Number of children in the districts which number 

more than seventy-seven 16,566 

Amount from all sources to each child in the above 

districts $4.50909 

Financially the above is a healthful exhibit. The surplus 
revenue interest is better than in the previous year, for, owing to 
varying success m the collection, this is subject to fluctuations, 
^nd at best is not a constant sum, so the present must be regard- 
ed as a flush year. 

It is matter for reflection that our school population is a little 
on the wane. For some years the shore interests have been a 
considerable factor in this direction, as business is " good " or 
" bad," In this respect the child population is Effected in two 
ways. "Good times" will attract immigration to the shore from 
outside, also from the interior, or rural parts of the county. The 
first effect is to increase the census of the county, and the second 
to increase the census of the several shore districts, already 
heavy, while it decreases the census of the rural districts, already 
light, with, the unhappy result of enlarging the number of $350 
districts. 

In this connection the following tabulation is instructive. It 
gives the county census of the school children for eleven years. 
As being epochal I have started with the centennial year. 

Year of Namber of 

Ceaeus. Children. 

1876 16,249 

1877 ; 16,229 

1878 16,829 

1879 17,453 

1880 17,682 

1881 18,093 

1882 17,978 

1883 18,440 

1884 18,910 

1885 18,699 

1886. 18,446 
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The above shows fluctuations, yet under a law which insist* inr 
the main on increase ; and in view of new industries now being 
introduced, I think an increase will set in immediately. 

It should be brought to notice here, as an encouraging fact over 
the experience of the early years of the working of the present^ 
school law, that the teaching force, and quality, and the school 
buildings and appliances are immensely beyond what might be 
called for by a comparison of the child population of then, and 
now. A carefully prepared estimate of the school property of 
the county, made soon after the organization of the schools under 
the new law, gave a total of $20,000.00. The present year shows- 
a statement of $400,000.00. As to the increase in efficacy and 
attrac^tiveness of the teaching force, surely a large inference ia 
warranted. We forbear to speak of the well nigh crushing in- 
crease of labor the above involves on the official direction of 
the organization. Suffice it to say that very much is due to the 
complete harmony between the Superintendent and the school 
officers, and the pleasant relations he sustains to the teaching 
force. Yet how much more would be possible were his remunera-^ 
tion sufficiently generous to enable him to employ help upon 
occasion. 

In the enlargement of school accommodations the present 
year, Red Bank, Long Branch and Asbury Park have done nota- 
ble work. Keyport also has had to increase its teaching facili- 
ties. The ruriJ district. No. 101, is about completing a new 
school house. 

It grieves me to state that in my judgment it has become 
necessary to disband No. 20. It has become a $200.00 district, 
and its census is decreasing beyond hope. The school house i& 
comfortable, and the people have shown a good spirit in keeping 
it up, and in drawing upon themselves for its support. Now 
comes the painful fact that by the change in prospect, the 
children must suffer in the matter of distance from school. 

New Jersey makes provision for thirteen years' instruction of 
every child. Nor is this action of the State for " sweet charity," 
but for its own sake ; that is, for the general good. The public 
school should make good citizens for the State, and good bread 
winners. Alas, excepting a very few, how small advantage is 
taken of this munificent provision. How very few, comparatively, 
get more than about five broken years of schooling. Surely then 
the studies of the primary years should be very few, and those 
only which can be the best and soonest utilized in life. And 
these should be taught with a severe thoroughness so as to get 
from them their full worth on the purely practical side. And 
has not this limitation, with its thoroughness, a value all round- 
To the children whose time is short it becomes for the demands^ 
of life an available stock ; and even for those who still re- 
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main in school it is the best foundation for all advanced 
studies. Such then is the preciousness of the first years 
of school life, that training in the use of those indispen- 
sable mental tools, the three B's, should not be rendered 
weak or diffuse by the admixture of the ornamental or merely 
attractive. But even this drill can in great part be made at- 
tractive by the ingenious teacher. True, the plastic child-mind 
shall be also taught to observe things, but this should be a i ecre- 
ation, hence not bookish, but seeming to be spontaneous. 

Besides the above as an educator my mind has been profound- 
ly impressed with the inglorious fact that we are not doing much 
for the child in relation to the State. In the advanced classes a 
little is done in the study of the constitution. But the great 
majority have left and gone to bread-winning ere this point is 
reached. In this age of special organizings whose intent or 
direction is a general disorganizing, would it not be well for the 
body politic if to some extent the child could be enlightened in 
its duties to the State. If from the barest elements of physiolo- 
gy may be enforced the need of moderation, why not from the 
simplest elements of our home history indoctrinate the child 
with respect for law and authority, and in the noblest sense — 
patriotism. 

But the callow judgment is not sufficient for these things. 
Should not the age of the candidate for license to teach be in- 
creased ? The way of the progressionist is : " Baise the vocation 
of the teacher to the rank of a profession !" But what profession 
admits among its licentiates boys and girls in their " teens " ? A 
master or a madam at "sweet sixteen!" And in this day of 
many candidates, why for the good of the system restrict the 
licenses to to the three qualifications of age, morals and scholar- 
ship ? The candidate may possess all three and not prove worthy. 
Is there not an nnwritten, perhaps inexpressible, something which 
should be left to the discemer of spirits — that unteachable and 
unimpartable personality of the individual. It includes dignity 
and grace, winningness and magnetism, tact, aptness to teach ; 
and in a word that uncommon thing, good common sense. If in 
such significance the candidate is characterless — why grant a li- 
cense ? If then an error be made in licensing the unsuitable, 
might not th'* experience in the school room be considered as for 
or against a renewal of the license. 

Some annoyance has been caused by the sharp -practice of an 
agent who canvassed the school trustees and made sales on long 
credit by leaving the impression that the Superintendent would 
not disapprove the giving of orders in payment upon the school 
moneys. Besides assurance from me in person to the contrary, 
it was found necessary to issue a circular containing a remon- 
strance and an extract from the law. As not a few sales had 
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been efifected in this extraordinary manner, the affair took on a 
serious complication. I am happy, however, in the belief that 
the action of the agent was not endorsed by the head of the 
ancient and honorable house which he served. 

Arbor day was observed with a good deal of spirit, and we 
may hope with wholesome and far-reaching results. 

The Teachers' Institute was held at Asbury Park, with the 
gratifying record that of the two hundred teachers in the county 
but five were absent, and these from providential hindrance. It 
would be indecorous not to mention that for the princely accom- 
modation afforded, we were indebted to the heart and purse of 
Mr. James A. Bradley, to whose almost regal munificence so 
much is owing by the educational interests. 

Of the character of the work done in our schools there is only 
room to say that in the main it has been excellent — but our rule 
is " advance ! " For myself it must suffice to say, the closing 

J ear has seen hard and earnest work which can be fairly gauged 
y the statistical tables rendered the State department. 



MORRIS COUNTY. 



L. W. Thurber, Superintendent. 



To Hon, E, O. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

I herewith respectfully submit my annual report of the condi- 
tion of public schools in Morris county, for the year ending Au- 
gust 31, 1886. 

Our statistical tables, when contrasted with those of last year, 
show but slight changes, none of which calls for especial remark. 
It is highly gratifying to see our school system so firmly estab- 
lished that the yearly results are becoming uniform, clearly dem- 
onstrating the fact that we have passed through the experimental 
stages of our advancement and are building upon the solid foun- 
dations of prosperity. 

The amount of money received from the State appropriation 
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for last year was $56,41^.64 ; the amount apportioned for the 
coming year is $56,549.64. The amount of district tax voted for 
next year is $32,696 58, against $29,406.62 voted for last year. 

While three districts have failed to maintain their schools for 
the time fixed by law, the average time that all the schools have 
been kept open is nine and five-tenths months. 

The number of children reported in the school census is 
thirteen thousand seven hundred and eighteen, being a loss of 
one hundred and eight names. The number enrolled in our 
school registers is nine thousand two hundred and fifty-nine, a 
decrease of five hundred and seven. 

A new school district has been formed at Budd's Lake out of 
territory taken from Districts Nos. 37, 38, and 39. This was 
deemed necessary from the fact that a large number of children 
reside at the Lake who were formerly compelled to travel some 
two miles to school over a lonesome, and, in the winter, a snow- 
blocked road. A new school house, furnished with modern desks 
and seats, has been erected in a central location, and the promises 
made by the trustees of this district assure us that a good school 
will be maintained therein. 

The old stone house in German Valley District (No. 44) that 
has so long done a pioneer's duty in the most unattractive part 
of a beautiful village, is, as far as educational uses are concerned, 
a thing of the past. A fine two -story building on a commanding 
site marks a new era in the school annals of Washington town- 
ship. Districts Nos. 33, 38, and 48 have remodeled and greatly 
improved their school-houses. I am sorry to record the fact that 
my duty has constrained me to condemn the buildings in District 
No. 49 on account of their being unfit to serve longer for school 
purposes. 

During the year districts Nos. 58 and 62 drew their first appro- 
priations under the Library Act, while Nos. 20, 48, 59, 79, 82, 87 
and 88 increased their respective funds. 

It seems almost an impossibility to secure full reports from all 
the districts in the matter of libraries, as neither trustees nor 
teachers seem able to make such reports as are required ; hence, 
without accurate data, my own report in this respect must, of 
necessity, be incomplete and unsatisfactory. 

At the quarterly teachers' examination, two hundred and fifty- 
six candidates for certificates were present. I have granted four 
first, twelve second, and one hundred and fifty-eight third grades. 
Eighty-two applicants were rejected. 

Arbor day was celebrated in nearly every school district. Ex- 
ercises appropriate to the occasion were carried out by teachers 
and pupils. Let us hope that the instructions given on this day 
will serve to impress upon the minds of our youth and children 
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how essential tree-life is to a nation, and the necessity for plant- 
ing and the conservation of trees. 

I would state, in conclusion, that I believe each succeeding 
year shows a manifestly bettered condition of our schools. 
Greater interest in the care and equipment of the school property 
is exhibited. Trustees are demanding a higher class of teachers, 
and mere lesson hearers are at a discount. The teachers, appre- 
ciating more and more the dignity and responsibilities of their 
calling, and realizing that teaching is not blind subservience to mere 
methods, as such, but is based upon the knowledge of the mind 
and its proper unfolding, are putting forth their best efforts to 
improve the character of their work. As a means to self im- 
provement we have a flourishing Reading Circle of about ninety 
members. 

And so, by order, system and intelligent care, we are steadily 
moving on to a greater and better development of our educational 
resources. 



OCEAN COUNTY. 



E. M. LoNAN, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. O. Chajwiany State Superintendent : 

Again I have the honor to submit my annual report 

The inhabitants of Ocean county are to congratulated for the 
interest they have taken in the school matters. They seem to 
vie with each other in regard to the erection and fitting up of 
school buildiiiti^s. It is considerable trouble to eul<^ize the trus- 
tees of the dinerent districts for the energy they have shown in 
recanl to school facilities. 

Mr. F. S. Gaskill, district clerk at Archertown, has at last suc- 
tHHHlcKl in getting up a magnificent building, much needed in 
that growing distiiot. 

M r. It 0. CJarlis, district clerk at Cedar Grove, has built, by the 
aid of the district, two very neat school-houses and as soon as 
orauWrrying is douo they will be in full blast. I think I once re- 
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ported what a peculiar district this is. The district lies in two 
counties and is formed from four diflferent townships. 

Sy mj report you will see that it must be sparsely settled, as 
they number only forty-seven children. Before they erected the 
two buildings some children had to walk at least four miles and 
over a very bad road at that. 

The school-house at Cedar Creek has been extensively repaired 
and one of our first-class teachers, Miss Mary P. Eogers, has 
been engaged as their teacher. 

The school-house can now be marked good. We have but one 
school-house in our county marked very poor. The inhabitants 
of Manchester are making arrangement to build a new house, as 
the old buildings are inadequate for the wants of the children in 
this thickly populated village. 

West Creek has done nobly and n,ow I can report a new build- 
ing at Beach Haven (branch of West Creek.) This is a 
most excellent building and is paid for principally by the 
residents of that growing village. They have asked to be formed 
into a new district and I thiDK they deserve to be rewarded. I 
ana sorry to report the removal from our county of one of our 
naost able and successful teachers. Mr. Shepard had charge of 
tlie Toms River school for years. As a teacher he had few equals 
and NO superiors. His assistance as a member of my board of 
examiners, his interest in teachers' institutes and his gentlemanly 
<ieportment on all occasions endeared him to the teachers of this 
<5ounty I have appointed to serve in his stead Mr. C. J. Majory, 
Principal of the public school at Toms River. He takes hold like 
^ veteran. The census returns were received aU right, but I have 
liad lots of trouble to get the financial reports. 

Examinations have been regularly held. I really think two 
yearly would be sufficient for all purposes. 

Schools have all been visited without any exception, or at least 
the buildings have. In one school I found the teacher 
locked out, and in another she stopped home on account of the 
storm. 
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PASSAIC COUNTY. 



J. C. Cruikshank, Supebintendent. 



To E, O. Chapimm^ State Superintendent, Trenton : 

Inasmuch as the State provides, controls and regulates expen- 
ditures in the education of the children, it requires justly annual 
information from its stewards. The United States is the head of 
the post-office system, the means of diffusing intelligence and of 
promoting social intercommunication. The State educational 
and the United States post-office system would be defective, ex- 
tremely so, if left to private enterprise. They are both sure and 
safe under governmental control. The prosperity and harmony of 
the county are conditioned according to the intelligence of the 
people. Education enables industry to be understandingly ap- 
plied and made effective. Business men know from experience 
that it is their interest to deal with intelligence, and it is their 
pleasure to have such for their associations. The State educa- 
tional system provides free schools, in all of which the children 
between the ages of five and eighteen may be taught to read and 
write with accuracy, to use numbers freely and correctly, to mas- 
ter the elementary facts of geography, history and science. Here 
is the beginning of general information in the improvement of 
which the mind should be growing through after years of life. 
It is a settled principle, that it is only by direct legislation that 
the children of the State (all classes) are to be brought under 
the order of instruction. The safety and the good of society, 
economy and morality require the State to provide for the gratu- 
itous education of all classes in the rudiments of knowledge. 
Another question is heard, and the subject is agitated by many. 
Why not have the public system more extensive ? Should not 
the State set up an,d maintain in the same way by general taxa- 
tion higher institutions, high schools, colleges, universities, and thus 
make scientific andprofessional education also gratuitous ? 

This question is not to be answered without due reflection. It 
summons to counsel, thoughtful consideration, the close investi- 
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gation of the conomist, statesman and christian. It can not be 
ienied but higher education would be a consei'vative power. No 
estimation can be made of it tending to the social and moral 
"Well being of the State at large, but the main question for consid- 
eration is, shall the State uadertake, hy general taxation^ to build 
up a public State University to be conducted by its political 
influence and thus train its leaders of thought and irijluence ? 
Would not then come up in the system the conflicts of political 
parties ? and then also the dogma of moral and religious sub- 
jects, broils of discussion ? Whatever shall promote the pro- 
gress and welfare of society should receive the fostering care of 
the State. The question raised, is debatable. 

But our attention is chiefly directed to the county "scrap 
basket," to draw therefrom school and educational matters of im- 
mediate interest. The " census numerators " return (23,400) 
twenty-three thousand and four hundred children, between the 
ages of five and eighteen, an increase of (301) three hundred and 
one. The school trustees record an enrollment of fifteen thou- 
sand four hundred and eighty-eight, being less by nine hundred 
and forty than enrolled in 1885 — and an average attendance less 
by one thousand seven hundred and ninety- seven. The number 
attending private schools has increased by two hundred and 
twenty-one. The number attending no school is one thousand 
and twenty more than in 1885. The estimation of the seating 
capacity of the school rooms is diminished by two thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-two less than in 1885. Thus it is 
evident that there is no disposition to crowd the school rooms to 
suffocation. Although some things are not as they should be, it 
is a good exhibit to report the enrolling on the school registers, 

Smbhc and private, of seventeen thousand two hundred and 
orty-five ch&dren in the county of Passaic out of twenty-three 
thousand four hundred. But the bright view is clouded — schools 
free, open ten months, teachers employed, to know that six thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty-five children in the townships and 
cities have not been in the school-room during the year just 
ended. District No. — has an inviting school- room, central in 
location, with a good agricultural neighborhood, numbering one 
hundred and sixteen children and only forty-six registered. The 
cause, teacher destitute of teaching skill and ability. No — , 
with an experienced and well qualified teacher, has the school 
demoralized by a rude patron instructing his child not to 
apologize, as required, to the teacher and school for wilful diso- 
bedience. Then by personal solicitation, not to benefit the 
school, but to be in power to remove a faithful and conscientious 
teacher, sought and was elected to the office of trustee. Here, 
because of a rude child, the father breaks up the harmony and 
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sympathy existing between teacher and pupils — govemmeni 
obiit 

The State funds received amount to $84,841.85 ; from the snr 
plus revenue $1,168.38 : raised by district assessment to supple 
ment the payment of teachers salary, $17,704.06 ; for building! 
and repairing, $67,371.86. Total amounts from all sources foi 
school purposes, $171,086.15. 

The rapid growth of the city of Passaic has necessitated the 
erection of a school edifice at a cost of $37,500.00 to be completec 
this fall, and is intended to accommodate more than six hundrec 
pupils — centrally located, on elevated ground, commanding i 
charming view of the country. A new school-house has also beei 
erected at Greenwood, No. 30, in the place of the rookery burnec 
last winter, of which the people have cause to be congratulated 
West Milford village has felt for a long time the want of a ne^ 
edifice in the place of the one situated on the green, built ii 
1845, which really was by use worn out. The new building wil 
have modern improvements, conveniences and sanitary adapta 
tion. The people of the district are to be commended for thei: 
unanimity in the good work. The controversy between the vil 
lages of Bloomingdale and Butler, in Morris county, has ended 
The Butler promises win " umbra nomines" When this was ap 
parent the Bloomingdale people procured an eligible location, anc 
are now building a fine and elegant structure. Here are four ne^ 
'school-houses in process of building, at an expenditure of abou 
$41,900.00. 

At the regular quarterly examinations, three first grade, fpui 
second grade and thirty- seven third grade certificates have beei 
granted. Twenty- two failures. 

In reviewing the condition of the schools it is an encouraging 
fact to note progress, the disposition on the part of the peoph 
to have better school buildings, and on the part of the teachers 
to relax not, " To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind." Hot 
can the teacher be properly remunerated ? His work and wort) 
can not be over-estimated. He should have the joint support oi 
trustees and patrons. His work is trying. It is given to him, t< 
train, to educate the children of the country, that they may b< 
useful to it, and a blessing to themselves. They have demandi 
to meet, expectations to satisfy — how often imjustly abused anc 
poorly compensated. But still the same — 

*' Correct with spirit, eloquent with ease, 
Intent to reason, or polite to please." 

Indolent, ignorant and cruel criticising trustees or patrons 
who do not visit the school and yet sit in judgment over th< 
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most excellent and oonscientiouH teachers, to their injury, on the 
tale of an insubordinate child. What traitors to trust and ty- 
rants to self-rule ! Seventeen districts have libraries. They are 
in some districts well kept and annually enlarged. Faithful 
teachers will look after them. In the city of Paterson eleven 
of the thirteen have them. It is a strife which of them is to 
have the largest and best 



SALEM COUNTY. 



R. Henry Holme, Superintendent. 



To JS, O. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

In connection with my statistical reports I herewith inclose 
my written report for the city and county of Salem. 

In our city schools we feel that We have reason to be thankful 
for the good work which we have been enabled to accomplish. 
With scarcely an exception our teachers have been zealous in the 
discharge of their duties, and the plan recently inaugurated of 
putting first class ability in the primaries, as well as in the other 
departments, has given most excellent results. Public opinion 
is not always the best test of proficiency of work, and yet the 
good common sense of the masses often makes an accurate esti- 
mate of the quality of the work done in our schools. Judged by 
this standard, the appreciation of the public, we have made sub- 
stantial progress. At no previous time in the history of our city 
have our citizens so universally patronized the public schools, 
and never before have so many pupils from neighboring districts 
petitioned for the privilege of sending to our higher departments. 
The prevalence of diphtheria in Salem has very much lessened 
the percentage of attendance. 

I certainly feel grateful for the efficient support given me at all 

times by our excellent Board of Education, and for the cheerful 

co-operation of our zealous corps of teachers. I would very 

mnch like to commend the work of individuals, but am kept 

5 
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from BO doing by the fact that I would be obliged to pass over 
many who are equally deserving of praise. 

Throughout the county I have labored to make improvements 
corresponding to those in the city, but there is one difficulty 
which greatly thwarts such efforts, and under the present condi- 
tion of things must continue to do so. I refer to the youthful- 
ness and inexperience of teachers who are beginning the work. 
So far as the development of judgment and a capacity for man- 
aging a school are concerned, we find mere children entitled by 
law to teach, and as a result we often find the ^ood work of 
years either marred or rendered futile by the childish experi- 
ments of such youthful teachers. I am clearly of the opinion 
that none should be allowed to teach before they have attained 
the age of eighteen years. In addition to this I should like to 
be able to insist upon at least a year's work in some practical 
training school. 

In many cases our teachers have shown a commendable zeal 
in raising money so as to enable them to have the advantage of 
the State Library Fund, and we have invariably used it for pur- 
chasing apparatus and books of reference. The school libraries, 
for general reading, are seldom of much use after the first year. 

During the year three new school houses have been built, one 
in District No. 51, another in No. 34, and the third in Elmer, 
This last is now the most convenient and best appointed school 
building in the county, and the inhabitants of the district deserve 
commendation for their liberality in voting the money necessary 
for its erection. In Woodstown, extensive repairs have been 
made and another room added for the use of the primary de- 
partment. This was a much needed change, and we have made 
corresponding arrangements in order to get better work. 

Arbor Day was much more generally observed than heretofore, 
and in Salem city all the pupils and teachers, together with the 
Board of Education, went out to the cemetery, and with appro- 
priate speeches and ceremonies there planted several trees* 
Every department chose a tree, and in their own way planted it. 
Altogether, the observance was a success, though some of our 
citizens fail to see the utility of it. 

At our Institute we dwelt largely upon the subject of Mental 
Science and its application to the school room. Though a diffi- 
cult subject to deal with, in the master hand of Dr. Brooks it 
was made clear and practical — so much so that many of our 
teachers have pronounced our last the most successful Institute 
that they have ever attended I, myself, believe that it has been 
the most fruitful in results of any held during my supervision. 

I have been no less zealous than heretofore to promote the 
best interests of our schools. One of the most difficult prob- 
lems to solve is to prevent the ever increasing work of the office 
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from keeping one from spending the necessary time in the need- 
ful inspection of school work. Between reports, examinations, 
apportionments, reading circles, institutes, correspondence, &c., 
&c., I think that many a Saperintendent is constrained to wish 
that somehow, in some way, there might be a lessening of such 
duties in order to allow for more time in the school room. This 
great work of the position is unseen and unappreciated, and yet 
the earnest Superintendent is never without at least one week's 
work of this kind of labor upon his hands. 



SOMERSET COUNTY. 



W. T. F. Ayers, Superintendent. 



To E, O, Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

In an examination of statistics, from which data must be gath- 
ered for an annual report deserving careful and weighty consid- 
eration, certain facts take precedence of others, being, as it were, 
special indicators of the general condition of affairs bearing 
upon the school interests of the county. 

In making the following statement, I have endeavored to give 
such facts their due prominence, not neglecting others that will 
be of supplementary value. 

To those not fully conversant with the existing apportionments 
of school moneys, the accompanying table will be of interest. 

Amount of surplus revenue fund $47,818.17 

Annual interest of same at six per cent 2,869.09 

Somerset's share of $100,000 State appropriation 2,072.26 

Amount reserved by the county, ninety per cent of 

school tax raised . . .* 38,358.69 

Number of children in the county by census of 1885, 7,591 

Number of three hundred and fifty dollar districts ... 36 

Number of children in these thirty-six districts 1,926 

Amount drawn by the above children $12,600.00 
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Average per child for the above $6.64 

Number of children in the remaining districts 5,665 

Amount to each child in districts numbering more 

than sixty-five children $5.42 

An increase of State tax here appears in favor of the present 
year, amounting to $721.59, and a decrease of $54.36 in the sum 
received by the county as her share of the one hundred thousand 
dollar State apportionment, in favor of the year preceding. The 
surplus revenue fund for the two years remains unchanged. 

That teachers, as a class, do not receive adequate remunera- 
tion for labor, that in the highest sense of the term should be 
called skilled labor, skill therein being gained through exhausting 
application and trying experiences, is an admitted fact. The 
following item, therefore, shows an advance in the right 
direction. 

Special district tax raised with a view to the payment of 
teachers' salaries, having been $3,390.00 in 1885, is increased by 
$760.00, making it $4,150.00 for 1886. 

The average salary paid male teachers per month was, last 
year, $50.71 ; that paid female teachers, $34.80. This year 
$54.29 and $34.25, respectively, show an advance benefitting the 
former and a decrease where the latter are concerned. These 
facts being taken into consideration, whether an entirely wise dis- 
position of the increase has been made is open to question. 

The spirit of enterprise, noted in my last report, which 
effected so much in the improvement of school property, con- 
tinues its excellent work. Districts 32, 40 and 44 have erected 
new buildings. Two, Nos. 40 and 44, were destroyed by fire 
early in the spring. This accounts for the fact that these schools 
did not fulfill the requirements of the law in regard to the length 
of time they were in session. 

No. 28 has remodeled the interior of its substantial brick 
building, adding, at the same time, many conveniences and in- 
creasing the facilities for educational work. 

The Present inherits benefits and advantages secured in the 
Past. Our school houses, being, with a few exceptions, in excel- 
lent condition, less money was needed than was actually raised 
for purposes of building and repairing. Therefore the decrease 
in district tax of $2,076.00 was the result, not of indifference to 
the needs of the schools, but to the absence of demands for 
funds to be applied in that direction. The tax of $7,990.00 for 
1885 made that required in 1886 but $5;914.00. The value of 
school property is $122,450.00— $8,475.00 more than last year's 
estimate of $113,975.00, a gratifying and encouraging exhibit. 

The growth of towns, at the expense of rural districts, many 
families having left the country to become residents of adjoining 



SOMERSET COUNTY— Continued. 69 

cities, accounts in a large measure for the loss of 151 shown in 
the last census containing 7,4d0 names, while the one preceding 
reported 7,591. 

The Teachers' Association has become permanently estab- 
lished, and receives the enthusiastic support of the majority of 
our teachers. Occasional aid from without gives a pleasant im- 
pulse to exercises that are otherwise well sustained by its own 
members. Questions especially interesting to the profession re- 
ceive particular attention with good results. Fully two-thirds of 
the teachers have become members of the New Jersey Beading 
Circle, and are doing intelligent work under its supervision. We 
would recommend that a full share of attention be given to the 
work that may not be considered strictly professional, viz : the 
miscellaneous part of the prescribed readings. If additional 
matter of a similar kind were introduced, we believe general in- 
terest would be heightened, and results generally desirable would 
ensue. Acquaintance with educational theories, and their work- 
ing, as shown in their adaptation to the every-day routine of the 
schools, by the eminent theorists themselves, is necessary and 
valuable. But the culture gained by familiarity with the thoughts 
of great men on varied subjects, and a store-house of facts, 
which will furnish the successful teacher with the means for illus- 
tration and argument in the development of his own theories, 
may be of even greater importance. 

An Institute was held in May, conducted by efficient leaders ; 
their varied and pleasing efforts to instruct and amuse were well 
received and appreciated. 

In the face of the above facts, it is hardly necessary to add, 
that the Somerset county teachers have energy and ambition. 
With perhaps a few exceptions, they are doing their important 
work conscientiously and well, upholding the great interests of 
education, the comer-stone of Bepublican institutions. Thev 
do and will receive the encouragement and recognition to which 
they are entitled. 

Four first, fourteen second, and sixty third grade certificates 
have been granted during the year, forty-four applicants, over 
fifty per cent, of the whole number, having been rejected. 

Arbor Day has added another to our list of anniversaries. We 
think increasing interest attends its observance. Many schools 
reported elaborate programs. 

One hundred and forty-nine visits have been made to the dif- 
ferent districts under my supervision. 

Deserving special attention, because of the unsatisfactory con- 
dition of their affairs, the libraries again come under consid- 
eration. 

Few reports are forwarded. The first installment of books 
having been procured they do not become, as should be the case. 
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a nnolens for a larse and valnable collection, but are neglected, 
and often scattered and lost. This is onfortanate. What was 
designed to be a beneficent influence, especiallj in country 
neignbovhoods, is fast becoming inoperative. Only by added 
efforts to awaken an adequate appreciation of advantages that 
are being misused can this state of things be remedied. The 
generosity of the State in this direction will otherwise avail 
nothing. 

My Board of Examiners, Messrs. George A. West and Gkdns 
Hoffman, have been faithful and efficient. My cordial acknowl- 
edgments are due to them and other school officers, who have 
assisted me in various ways to make the school system of the 
county a practical success. 



SUSSEX COUNTY. 



Luther Hill, Superintendent. 



To E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

I respectfully present my annual report of the condition of 
schools of Sussex county for the school year ending August 31, 
1886. 

Through an increase in the school funds received from the 
State, in making the apportionment for the coming year, we have 
a jE?er c^pzVa of lour dollars and thirty-four cents for the lai^er 
districts against three doUars and fifty-nine cents — the highest 
rate previously reached. This encouraging increase, if sustained, 
will tend to lighten the burden of district taxation in the 
larger village districts. 

There is a decline in the school census of twenty-one as com- 
pared with the enumeration of last year. Although this falling 
off in the census is less than usual, it is a most discouraging 
feature. We now have thirty-four districts, with less each than 
forty -five children of school age. It is possible to do something 
more in the way of consolidating districts, but there is necessa- 
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Til J a limit to this action, on account of a part of the inhabi- 
iants becoming too remote from the schools. 

By comparing the summary of the statistical report with that 
of last year, we obtain the following facts : 

The schools were kept open the same average time ; there is a 
small increase in the value of school property ; the number of 
children enrolled is sixty less, but the general attendance, and 
•consequently the daily average, is increased ; the number attend- 
ing no school is less ; there is a small decline in teachers' sala- 
ries, both of males and females. 

The total number of teachers required to fill the schools is one 
hundred and twenty. One hundred and thirty-four certificates 
have been issued, eight of which are first grade, ten of second 

Sade, and one hundred and sixteen of third grade. One hun- 
ed and seven applicants were rejected. 

We have an effective teaching force regularly licensed in excess 
of the number required to fill all the positions, but trustees occa- 
sionally go outside of the regular list and Ulegally employ unli- 
censed applicants. Teachers thus engaged, after beginning to 
teach apply for a " permit to draw their pay," which implies a 
license for having iaugkt^ a condition not provided for by any 
law or rule regarding licenses. 

One district has been taken up the present year, fortunately 
with the consent and approval of most of the inhabitants. 

A new school house is in process of erection in District No. 
59, which will be a great improvement over the little dilapidated 
structure that has been but a poor apology for a school house 
for years. Franklin, No. 64, has added a new school room, mak- 
ing four departments: Several other houses have undergone 
needed repairs. In a few instances we have caUed the attention 
of the District Clerk to neglected out-houses, flues, &c., and 
there is still need for sanitary improvement. 

Two new public school libraries have been established. These 
school libraries are useless or useful according to the disposition 
and efficiency of the teachers in charge. 

I have made two hundred and fifty-four school visits for the 
year. Some of the teachers were young and inexperienced, but 
were faithful and earnest, and most of the schools were in good 
condition. 

Provision was made for Arbor Day exercises, in accordance 
with the instructions of the State Superintendent. Nearly all of 
the schools observed the day by planting trees and in appro- 
priate literary exercises. 
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UNION COUNTY. 



N. W. Pease, Superintendent. 



2o Hon. E, 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

As this is the eighteenth time it has become my official duty to 
prepare a writteo report of the schools and school work in this 
connty, I am disposed to be as brief as possible, lest I should 
tax the patience of both printer and reader to little purpose. To 
avoid sameness on the one hand and to introduce variety on the 
other in successive reports of this sort, is well-nigh impossible. 

It seems to me that, were the school laws thoroughly revised, 
the numerous amendments re-written and adapted to present 
needs, tbe duties of school officers would be more clearly under- 
stood and more easily and satisfactorily performed. 

Census returns are required June 1st ; teacher's reports and 
graded school reports at the close of school ; reports of condi- 
tion of schools and school houses, August 1st ; district clerks' 
reports, September 1st ; statistical reports, October 1st, and 
library reports October 31st. Reports of District Clerks and 
City Superintendents are often delayed and the County Superin- 
tendent is compelled to gaze regretfully on long unfiUed lines 
across the double page of his unfinished report for weeks before 
he can complete his tabulations. Were all reports from District 
Clerks and Citjr Superintendents required by law August 1st, 
much inconvenience would be removed and much vexation 
avoided. 

Under the present school law Boards of Trustees have the 
power to aUow school houses to be used for other than school 
purposes. Many and serious evils result from the power thus 
delegated. 

Some Township Collectors conceive that they are at liberty to 
consult their own convenience and views in reference to rendering 
their financial statements concerning school moneys. Often in 
certain townships such statements are not presented till Novem- 
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W, and in one township the Collector declines to make affidavit 
to the annual statement, as the form demands. Since there is 
no penalty for such neglect or refusal, there is no means of 
i^ress. 

The suggestions found in the able reports of Superintendents 
Gibby, of Mercer county, and Lockwood, of Monmouth county, 
last year are eminently worthy of consideration. I doubt if there 
is a Superintendent in the State who does not heartily approve 
them. 

The method prescribed by law for raising funds in addition to 
State moneys for the support of schools, for building new school 
houses, repairing, enlarfflng and refurnishing old ones, is often 
found impracticable. Were each township made a district by 
law, and were a Board of Trustees of five or seven members 
chosen, with full power to consider the needs of the township, 
determine the amount necessary for school purposes over and 
above the state moneys, and to order the same assessed and col- 
lected, many of the petty strifes and purely local hindrances 
would be removed. Now, in sparsely settled districts, one sel- 
fish, ignorant person often controls votes so as to prevent the 
raising of a single dollar special tax, and the school is meanly 
supported upon the $350 granted by the State. Under a justly 
framed township system, such serious hindrance could not exist. 

The practice of engaging teachers for a brief period of time is 
hostile to solid educational progress. In no other profession, 
trade or occupation is tenure of office so completely ignored. 
Frequent changes of teachers is an evil of gigantic proportions. 
The teacher is trammeled and harrassed constantly by a feeling 
of uncertainty and insecurity. What person, under such condi- 
tions, can put forth his or her best effort, do himself or herself 
justice, or do full justice to those who are served ? Every time 
a change of teacher occurs much valuable time is lost. The new 
comer has to make acquaintance of pupils and patrons, ascertain 
the status and ability of each student, arrange the classes and 
gather up the reins of control and management, so as to give 
shape and direction to all school effort. Changes are now often 
made for the most trivial reasons, with no thought concerning 
the loss entailed.' In some instances perhaps the reasons for a 
change inhere in the teacher. The lack of professional training 
or culture, the entire neglect of all opportunities for improve- 
ment, continual absence from all meetings of teachers, institutes, 
associations and other means of instruction, evident want of in- 
terest in and love for the work, may justly debar the teacher 
from further employment. But it is safe to say such instances 
are rare. Teachers generally feel the need of every available 
means of gathering information, and diligently seek every avenue 
where help can be found. This fact has been forcibly demon- 
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strated by the promptness with which they have responded io 
the call and claims of the New Jersey Beading Oircle. It is also 
farther proven by the large attendance at the drawing classes 
organized by the Superintendent for their benefit. One hundred 
and eleven teachers, or eighty per cent., have joined these classes, 
which meet twice each month. The regular attendance, the 
hearty interest, the excellent work done, are all that could be de- 
sired. The success attending this effort is, however, largely due 
to the able instructor. Miss M. E. Habberton, who is so well 
known in New Jersey, and in other adjoining states as well. The 
value of instruction on this line in our schools is so generaUv 
felt that only two schools in the county have failed to respona. 
This is gratifying. 

School libraries have been established in sixteen out of the 
twenty-one districts of the county, in which are collected several 
thousand volumes. Still the interest in the support of these 
libraries is not sustained as it should be in some districts. 

Cabinets or collections of minerals, plants, quadrupeds, birds 
and insects common to this State, are found in many schools and 
the interest manifested in them is on the increase. Thus new 
avenues of information and practical knowledge are opened to 
the pupils of our schools. AU honor to those teacher;^ and trus- 
tees who are so considerate, thoughtful and progressive. 

Arbor Day was observed with appropriate exercises in nearly 
aU the schools. 

Certificates were granted to sixty teachers, ten of the first 
grade, seventeen of the second and thirty-three of the third grade. 
Thirteen candidates were rejected. 

Forty-six visits were made upon the schools during the year — 
ninety-three visits in separate class-rooms, and the general condi- 
tion and management found satisfactory. 

The usual annual written examination of pupils in each of the 
three grades was held in June. One hundred and thirty-three 
Certificates of Merit of the Primary Grade and eighty-seven 
Certificates of the Grammar Grade were issued. 

Twenty-three diplomas were awarded to students completing 
the course of study prescribed for the schools of the county, dis- 
tributed as follows : S. Roselle, No. 4, nine ; Cranford, No. 9, 
two ; Westfield, No. 10, one ; Scotch Plains, No. 14, two ; New 
Providtnce, No. 18, two ; E. Summit, No. 20, two ; N. Boselle, 
No. 25, two ; Conn. Farms, No. 27, one ; Lyons Farms, No. 28, 
two. 
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WARREN COUNTY. 



Robert S. Price, Superintendent. 



2b E, O. Chapman^ St<Ue Superintendent : 

The report of the condition of the public schools of Warren 
county is made for the year ending August 31, 1886, with some 
d^ree of satisfaction, although in many respects the school are 
not what we would be pleased to have them. 

The one hundred and fifty-four teachers employed have, by 
their diligence and faithfulness, shown in an unmistakable 
manner an appreciation of the importance of their work. 
Teachers have been urged to look after the neglected children, 
and see that they enjoy the educational advantages ofiEered 
them by the State. The efforts of teachers in this direction have 
awakened an interest, on the part of hitherto careless parents, 
and many boys and girls in our county, who might have remained 
in ignorance, are now in school qualifying themselves for the du- 
ties of life. The teachers who take a heartfelt interest in their 
scholars, and seek to have them attain positions of worth in 
the community and State, are always successful, and never fail 
to draw around them the support and encouragement of the bet- 
ter class of people in their districts. 

The District Clerks and Township Collectors, without any ex- 
ceptions, rendered intelligent and carefully prepared reports, and 
all but three were received in good time. 

By referring to our statistical report, you will see that in the 
matter of enrollment in the school registers, and the average 
time our schools have been kept open, we have a very creditable 
record, showing the time our schools have made to be nine and 
fifty-seven one-hundredths months, and over eighty per cent, of 
our children between five and eighteen years of age enrolled in 
the registers. There are very few in Warren county physically 
able who do not attend school some portion of the time, but the 
average attendance is not what it should be. 

Your circular, together with one I issued, asking for the proper 
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obseryance of Arbor Day, in accordance with the Governor's 
proclamation, was sent to every teacher, and was heartily re- 
sponded to, nearly every school in the connty holding appro- 
priate exercises. We already see the benefits to be derived firom 
Arbor Day, and in many districts the school grounds are made 
more attractive and inviting by the trees and shrubbery planted 
upon these occasions. Public sentiment in regard to the day is 
changing, and many now recognize the importance of the day 
who a few years ago thought it a waste of time. 

We are making every year some improvements in our school 
buildings. One new building has been erected during the year, 
quite a number repaired, and four or five refurnished. A few 
districts, where decided improvements are much needed, seem to 
move slowly, but we hope that the spirit of enterprise will 
soon reach them, and new and handsome houses be erected in 
place of the old and unsightly ones. 

It has been impossible to make up an accurate statement of 
the condition of our school libraries, owing to the careless man- 
ner in which tbey have been kept, and the want of interest taken 
in them. The new plan adopted of asking the teachers to make 
the library reports to the (bounty Superintendent is a step in the 
right direction and may help to make a full report next year, but 
the teachers should be appointed librarians, then they would ted. 
the responsibility of looking after the books, and be able to 
enforce the rules for their protection. 

Commencement exercises were held by all the graded schools 
in the county, and large and interested audiences attended them. 
These exercises are encouraging to teachers and scholars, and 
tend to raise the standard of education by leading to the adop- 
tion in the course of study of higher branches than are usually 
pursued in our common schools. Scholars in the graduating 
class, knowing that they must undergo a critical examination, 
and read an original essay before an audience, are usually dili- 
gent, and study very hard, especially during their last year, in 
order that they may acquit themselves with credit, and graduate 
with honor. 

The regular quarterly examinations of teachers were held dur- 
ing the year, with the following results : First grade certificates 
granted, four ; second grade, fourteen ; third grade, one hundred 
and fifteen. Total number issued, one hundred and thirty-six, of 
which forty-two were granted to males, and ninety-four to 
females. Eighty-seven applicants were rejected. 

Prof. J. L. Terwilliger, who for the last ten years has been 
principal of the Washington Graded School, resigned the posi- 
tion to accept of the principalship of one of the Grammar 
Schools in Newark. By his resignation we lose a successful 
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teacher and a faithful member of the County Board of 
Examiners. 

During the year my whole term was employed in the perform- 
ance of the duties of my office. Two hundred and sixteen school 
visits were made and such encouragement given and instruction 
imparted to teachers and scholars as circumstances required and 
time permitted. 

The following summarized statement taken from our annual 
school data may be of interest here : 

The amount of State school moneys $52,410 47 

Amount received from State school tax 49,557 20 

Apportionment from State appropriation 2,853 27 

Amount apportioned to each child from the State 

appropriation .27298 

Bate per child in districts receiving more than $350 

each 4.191907 

Number of children according to the census of 1885, 10,452 
Number of chOdren in district receiving more than 

$350 6,867 

Number of children in districts receiving $350 3,269 

Number of children in districts receiving $200 each . 316 

Number of districts in the county 88 

Number of districts receiving $350 each 57 

Number of districts receiving more than $350 each . . 22 

Number of districts receiving $200 each 9 

There has been a hearty co-operation with me on the part of 
teachers, district, and township officers and all holding official 
relations to our schools, and we trust that by our united eflforts, 
the cause of popular education has been promoted in Warren 
county during the year. 
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ELIZABETH. 



J. Augustus Dix, Superintendent. 



To E. 0. Chapmariy State Superintendent : 

In my annual reports, for several years past, I have spoken of 
our efforts to secure a new school house in the Sixth ward, and 
last year mentioned the fact that the school was organized, but 
not yet in the building. It was not until December 10th, 1886, 
that the work was completed and possession of the building taken. 

The work of this school. No. 4, has been all that was expected 
of it, and it bids fair to be in every way an ornament to the city. 
Philosophical apparatus was procured and a library was begun 
last jT^ear, one hundred and eleven books being purchased. Ex- 
tensive additions were also made during the year to the libraries 
of schools 1 and 2, two hundred and nineteen books being pur- 
chased for the former and two hundred and forty-seven for the 
latter. In the three libraries we now have one thousand two 
hundred and forty- six volumes. 

The need of increased school accommodations is very great. 
I quote from my report to the Board of Education, December 
23d, 1885 : "The following figures relative to the day schools 
are taken from the last monthly reports of the principals : 



Primary 


Average 


Average 


No. of seats. 


Department. 


Ed roll men t. 


Attendance. 




No. 1. 


778 


744 


533 


" 2. 


520 


492 


384 


" 3. 


575. 


530. 


348. 



Total 1873. 1766. 1265. 
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In five rooms, containing two hundred and seventy-six seats, 
the children attend only half days, part coming in the morning, 
part in the afternoon, and adding, therefore, this number of seats, 
the total number of seats in these three primary departments 
may be considered one thousand five hundred and forty -one. In 
other words, after making every allowance these figures show an 
average enrollment of three hundred and thirty-two, and an average 
attendance of two hundred and twenty-five children, for whom no 
regular seats are provided. These children have to do the best 
they can, and you will find them seated on benches along the 
wall, with their backs against the steam pipes, or on the edge of 
the teacher's platform, or wedged in between other children, 
three in a seat intended for two. Under such circumstances the 
teachers can not do the work expected of them, and the children 
do not get the benefits for which they are sent to school ; indeed, 
their health is absolutely endangered in those cases (in school 1) 
where they have to sit by the steam pipes. 

These facts show the absolute necessity for obtaining additional 
accommodations for primary scholars in the districts of schools 
1, 2 and 3, and that at the very earliest possible moment. The 
western part of the city has been provided with a new school- 
house Bnd for that we should be very thankful, but such a state 
of affairs as I have depicted bids us push on and use every exer- 
tion to secure new primary schools in the Second, Fifth and 
Eighth wards. 

The sum of $5,000 has recently been appropriated for the 
purchase of land in the Second ward for a new school, and it is 
hoped that by mortgaging the property, as in the case of No. 4, a 
new building may before long be erected. 

For several years past I have urged the Board to have the 
school census taken by the secretary, that there might be some 
one person to be held responsible for the character of the work, 
and this year it was done and the result was satisfactory. 

The Secretary made the following detailed report : 

From a comparison of the returns made to me by the Secre- 
tary and the Principals I have prepared the following table, 
which shows the number of children in the city between five and 
eighteen years of age attending the public schools, the private 
schools and those attending no school, respectively, and classified 
according to age : 
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The four public schools are located respectively in the First, 
Third, Fourth and Sixth wards. 

Two evening schools were opened October 19th and continued 
until December 21st, being forty- three sessions. They were un- 
usually successful and great interest was shown, particularly in 
commercial arithmetic, bookkeeping and mechanical drawing. 

The following report of Miss Habberton, instructor in indus- 
trial drawing, will give some idea of the work done in this de- 
partment in our schools. 

Elizabeth, N. J., June 29, 1886. 

Mr. e/. Augustus Dix, SiipL P, S, 

Dear Sir : — A few statements in regard to the special work of 
drawing in our schools may be in order at the close of the year. 

To those familiar with the method employed, the designs as 
seen on the walls in the different schools speak more plainly 
than I can of the great progress made by the pupils in the de- 
partment of designing. But I would like to say a few words of 
their work during the first half of the year in mechanical drawing, 
which, though less attractive to the casual observer, was no less 
important, no less thoroujgh. Even the children of the primary 
classes became as familiar with geometrical forms and names 
as with household names; the pupils of the grammar grades 
learned their application in drawing plans and elevations of a 
variety of wooden models, sometimes freehand, sometimes with 
rule and compass, but always to scale. 

The high school scholars covered the same ground and in ad- 
dition had a course of geometrical problems and perspective. 
This course, necessarily limited in the first year or two of our work, 
will be carried on persistently during half of each school year. 
It is usually less attractive than designing to the pupils, but I 
consider it a very important factor in the training of the eye and 
hand, to say nothing of its general educatory influence, and its 
practical bearing on the many lines of industry adopted by our 
boys and girls on leaving school. 

I here attempt no argument in favor of the industrial training, 
of which drawing forms but a part, albeit a very important part. 
I trust the time is past in this community for such argument to 
be necessQ.ry. I only desire to express my gratification at ^ the 
constantly increasing interest and diligence of the pupils — the 
faithful support given by principals and teachers almost without 
exception — and the encouragement offered in many and oft re- 
peated expressions of appreciation from parents. 

The' few cases, so few as to be counted on one's fingers, where 
scholars have shown an indisposition for the work, have been 
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more than couaterbalanced by the enthusiasm of many who, not 
content with the forty minutes allowed for the work, have been 
willing to use out-of-school hours, several having extra in- 
struction given them during the time alloted for recess. * * * 
I should like it to be understood that the designs are " show " 
work in no other sense than showing original applications of the 
principles taught by means of blackboard illustrations. 

The testimony of teachers and principals in regard to the 
beneficial influence of the drawing, both directly and indirectly, 
has been most gratifying, and encourages me to hope for even 
better results another year. 

Tours very respectfully, 

M. E. Habberton. 

The examinations in June were conducted much as heretofore. 
The following circular, a copy of which was sent to each of the 
principals, indicates the plan pursued : 

Each principal will send a teacher to the office of the Superin- 
tendent, No. 1077 East Jersey street, for the question papers 
each day of the examination, before nine o'clock. 

The sealed packet of question papers is to be opened in the 
presence of the class, all books, papers, maps, &c., having been 
nrst removed. 

The question papers are to be given to the scholars witTumt 
note or comment. The paper in spelling is to be dictated to the 
class by the teacher, also without note or commenL 

The answers are to be written on legal cap paper furnished by 
the Superintendent. Care is to be taken to leave a margin on 
the left side of the page as indicated by the ruling. Both sides 
of the sheet are to be written upon, if two or more sheets of 
paper are used by a pupil they are to be fastened together. All 
pupils will be known by numbers furnished the principal by the 
Superintendent. The number is to be placed at the top of the 
first page of each separate sheet of paper, the name of tne study 
beneath it and on the first line, just as " 1886 " and " Superin- 
tendents Examination " appear above. The examination is to 
close at 12.45 P. M. each day and the answers are to be sent 
sealed, the same day, to school No. 2 in Morrell street, where the 
committees are to meet at 2 P. M. Committees are as follows : 
1st, J5igh School Class — Vice Principals Nos. 1, 2 and 3 ; 2nd, 
High School Class — Vice Principals, 1, 3 and 4 and Miss Mackly ; 
Grammar Class, the four grammar principals. 

Standard High School average, seventy-five ; Minimum, sixty ; 
Grammar average, seventy ; Minimum, fifty ; fractions to be dis- 
regarded. 
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HOBOKEN. 



David E. Kue, Superintendent. 



To E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

Sib : — In connection with the statistical report already furn- 
ished, it affords me great pleasure to submit the following state- 
ments concerning the public schools of Hoboken. The work in 
our schools during the past year has been in a high de^ee 
successful. 

In consequence of the rapid increase of our population, our 
school buildings are wholly inadequate to meet the demands 
made upon them, causing many, from year to year, to seek their 
education upon the streets. To meet this growing necessity our 
City Council has, at last, secured a suitable lot, where a neat and 
commodious school house, modeled after the latest ideas in heat- 
ing and ventilating, will be erected, capable of seating about 
eight hundred children. It will not be ready for occupancy be- 
fore next September, and in the meantime, after making use of 
every available space, at least two hundred children will have to 
be refused admission to the schools. While the number of 
schools and classes is the same as given in the last report, the 
enrollment is one hundred and thirty-six, (136) and the average 
attendance one hundred and thirty-one, (131) more than last 
year. The increase in the school census is eight hundred and 
sixty-two, (862) showing conclusively that the demand for more 
school accommodations needs to be considered every two or 
three years. Only one of the four buildings owned by the city 
is heated by steam ; the others are heated by the old-fashioned 
method of stoves, which implies, as a rule, that the class rooms 
are over-heated and without proper facilities for ventilation. The 
Board of Education, during the summer vacation, employed a 
sanitary engineer, under whose supervision a comprehensive and 
capacious duct system of ventilation was placed in one of the 
schools. The foul air is drawn out by an exhaust fan, driven by 
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a small vacaam engine. It being at present only an experiment, 
I cannot say what the result may be. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

The high school continues to serve the purposes for which it 
was organized — to afford a suitable and thorough education to 
young ladies, who, in time, become teachers in our yarious 
schools, and at the same time to fit young men for college. The 
school is well equipped with live and competent instructors, who 
labor zealously for the moral, as well as the mental training of 
the youth. 

EVENING SCHOOL. 

The evening school was opened as usual at School No. 1, on 
the evening of November 1, 1885, and closed on February 26, 
1886, one month earlier than in former years, on account of the 
appropriation being insufficient to maintain it longer. 

Seven classes were organized, two of which were for girls. 

Only one class was found necessary to accommodate the 
Germans unable to speak English, where two were required last 
year. 

The following are the statistics of the evening school : 

Number of boys and men registered 333 

Number of girls and women registered 96 

Total number registered 429 

Average attendance, boys and men 107 

Average attendance, girls and women 40 

Total average attendance 147 

Per cent, of attendance 342 

Whole number of nights of school 50 

The above per cent., based upon the whole number registered, 
is much lower than it ought to be, yet it will compare quite fav- 
orably with former years. 

The greatest drawback to the success of evening schools lies 
in the irresponsibility of the pupils, and the irregularity of their 
attendance. 



teachers' meetinos. 



The teachers have assembled, as prescribed by the Manual, 
once each month, in Grammar School No. 4, for mutual improve- 
ment as individuals and teachers. These meetings are growing 
in interest and worth each year, and, in turn, are producing good 
effects in the class room. 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

This school holds its sessions in School No. 1, on Saturday 
forenoons, from nine to twelve o'clock of each school week. At 
the time this school was organized, three grades of certificates 
wese necessary to meet the qualifications of our teachers, many 
of whom were only able to secure the lowest or third grade 
certificate. Now, with five exceptions, all our teachers are in 
possession of a diploma, which relieves them from any further 
examination while teaching in our schools. All appointments 
are made from graduates of this school, who are obliged to attend 
its sessions for two years after their appointment. 

At the annual examination in October, thirty-three pupils were 
examined, nine of whom secured the necessary percentage to 
graduate. 

INDUSTRUL EDUCATION. 

It was stated in my last report that an Industrial Association 
had been organized in this city, and that, under its auspices, an 
experiment of manual training would be made, in connection 
with our schools, during the year. A special teacher was secured, 
and in December two classes in each school, one of girls, for 
sewing, the other of boys, for modeling, were selected to take two 
lessons a week, each of an hour's length. Some doubt existed in 
the minds of many friendly to the movement, as to its effect upon 
the r^ular studies of the school. 

After close observation, I am able to say, that so far as our 
experiment went, it was an assistance rather than a hindrance. 
The interest was maintained throughout the year, the scholars 
being only to eager for the time to arrive for them to engage in 
their manual work. Our only support was by means of private 
subscription, which, I fear, will prove inadequate in future, unless 
supplemented from the pubhc fund. 

The Tax Commissioners, last spring, included in the tax levy 
four thousand dollars to restore the salaries of our teachers to 
what they were before the reduction of ten per cent, made in 
1879. This sum will be sufficient only for two-thirds of our fiscal 
year, commencing with September. 

No deaths have occurred among the teachers, and only five 
have resigned during the last year. The teachers have been 
faithful to their duties, and have evinced a desire to fill their 
honorable positions with credit to themselves and profit to those 
in their charge. They try to keep up with the improved methods 
of teaching which this age of free and fertile thought is ever 
presenting to our attention. 
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The members of the Board, with a full desire to advance the 
cause of pubUc education in this city, have sought to meet the 
labor and responsibilities of the work devolving upon them, so 
that our boys and girls may be fully equipped for the trials and 
duties of life. 



JERSEY CITY. 



A. W. Edson, a. M., Superintendent. 



To E. 0, ChapmaUy State Superintendent: 

In compliance with your request, I herewith submit to you a 
brief report of the schools of this city. 

Since the last report from Jersey City, we have lost by death 
two presidents of the Board of Education, Mial Mason and David 
L. Holden ; Superintendent Geo. H. Barton ; Principal Geo. W. 
Beale, and assistant teachers, Misses Virginia H. Coffin, Maggie 
A. Long, Maria T. Long and Fannie Combs. 

Mr. Barton, principal of the Jersey City High School for 
eleven years, and Superintendent for one and one-half years, en- 
joyed extended acquaintance among leading educators. 

In 1878-9, he was president of the State Teachers' Association. 

As teacher and officer, as an honored citizen and Christian 
gentleman, he ever exerted an uplifting and healthful influence 
on the schools of this city, and he passed away sincerely mourned 
by all who knew how. 

STATISTICS. 

The following are some of the statistics of special interest : 

Population of Jersey City, census of 1885 153,513 

School population, children between five and eighteen 

years of age, census of 1886 51,087 

Total seating capacity of school buildings 15,770 

Total number of pupils enrolled 23,060 
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Average attendance 15,138 

Number of school buildings 24 

" high schools 1 

" grammar schools 13 

" primary schools 24 

" high school teachers 10. 

" grammar school teachers 130 

" primary school teachers 216 

" male teachers 17 

" female teachers 339 

PBIMABY SCHOOLS. 

I am obliged to report the condition of the primary schools as 
somewhat unsatisfactory, on account of inadequate accommoda- 
tions. The teachers work well and faithfully, but the results are 
meagre in comparison with the effort expended. The classes are 
large, and the school rooms badly crowded. Many teachers have 
over one hundred pupils. We have tried the plan of dividing 
these crowded classes and having half day sessions for each di- 
vision, with success, considering that " half a loaf is better than 
no bread." 

Many of the younger children are still deprived of their right 
to a free education, as there are accommodations for less than 
one-third the children of school age in the city. A large num- 
ber of private schools are supported, but it remains true that 
over two thousand applications for admission to the public 
schools were refused, for lack of room for the applicants. 

GBAMMAB SCHOOLS. 

The grammar schools are well filled but not over-crowded. 
They are doing good work, and sending well-drilled recruits to 
the high school. The preparation of pupils from the different 

Sammar schools is becoming more and more uniform and satis- 
ctory. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

In the high school, the course of study has been revised, the 
system of alternate studies discarded and such other changes 
made, from time to time, as occur in any live, progressive school. 
A commercial course is soon to be arranged. 

Most of our teachers are taken from the high school, and the 
importance of having their training the very best possible is 
quite generally recognized. 
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TBAININa SCHOOL. 

To aid in fitting teachers for their work, the Board has reor- 
ganized the Training School according to the following outline : 

For the sake of more efficient sendee in the training school 
and better preparing our young ladies seeking to become teach- 
ers for the important work before them, the following plan is 
recommended : 

Sesolvedy That the training class be limited to those who ex- 
pect to make teaching a business; that prompt and regular 
attendance, faithful and thorough work be required ; that an ex- 
cellent record as student and teacher be insisted on as a condi- 
tion of graduation, and that graduation implies no obligation of 
employment. 

liesolved, That during the second term of the senior yeav in 
the high school, the work of the class be as follows : 

First — Mental and moral science (with special reference to 
teaching) ; study of mind in its three-fold activity of thought, 
feeling and will, to find the condition and laws of mental growth, 
and the application of these laws to the instruction and training 
of children and youth. 

Second — History by Science of Education. — Historical devel- 
opment of the principles of education, as shown in the writings 
and practical work of great thinkers and reformers in education. 

Third — Theory and Art of Teaching — A detailed study of each 
subject taught in the lower grades to find : first, what facts should 
be taught ; second, the logical order of their presentation ; third, 
the best method of their development. 

Fourth — School Economy. — ^First, preparation for the school ; 
second, organization of the school ; third, discipline ; (a), imme- 
diate and remote ends ; (b), relation of instruction to discipline ; 
(c), means by which the aims of school discipline may be real- 
ized, i. e., how the whole of school work may be a means of 
training pupils in habits of true self-discretion and self-controL 

Fourth — Employment of school —(a), study ; (b), recitation ; 
(c), exercise. 

Besolvedy That in lieu of the sixty days substituting, a post- 
graduate course of six months be required, during which the 
work of the class shall be as follows : 

First — Observation of the work of experienced teachers ; anal- 
ysis and discussion of the work observed, to find principles 
involved. 

Second — Teaching classes under supervision; preparation of 
lessons as to matter method for this teaching. 

Third — Practice in charge of a particular class, for progress of 
which the pupil-teacher is held responsible. 
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Fourth — Practice as assistant teacher in as many grades as 
possible other than in the practice of school. 

Fifth — Particular study of the management of the working 
machinery of large schools. 

Thirty-two young ladies are now working earnestly in this de- 
partment, and, though it is yet early to judge fully of results, I 
am hopeful and confident that time will prove the wisdom of this 
measure. 

BEGBADING OF SALABIES. 

The most difficult task of the Board, during the past year, has 
been a regrading of the teachers' salaries. Formerly the grade 
of salary was determined by the grade of class taught. The 
joimger teachers were placed in charge of the younger pupils, 
the very place where teachers of most experience were impera- 
tively needed. As a higher class meant larger salary, each 
teacher was watching and working for promotion, without regard 
to the grade of work for which she had the most natural aptitude. 

Again, so many exceptions to the salary schedule had been 
made that there was great dissatisfaction among the teachers 
throughout the city, a manifest unsettled and discontented state 
of mind exceedingly detrimental to school interests. 

After mature deliberation the Board fixed upon a salary 
schedule which placed all teachers in the primary and grammar 
departments below the grade of first assistant on the same level ; 
that is, the grade of salary depended on the term of service 
rather than the grade of class taught. Teachers are now placed 
in charge of classes and retained where they do the best work. 

This change has been very generally accepted by all interested 
as a long step in advance. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

One year ago a new course of study was placed in the hands 
of the teachers. The former course was out of date and but 
little followed. The first year's work, with a new course of study, 
must be somewhat experimental, being more of an adjustment 
than an advancement. Progress has however been made. The 
schools are much better classified, and another year will show 
yet more fully the beneficial effects of the change. 

Some few modifications will be made from year to year 
wherever in practical work a chance for improvement is seen. 

The new course suggests the topical method of study and reci- 
tation, thereby training and developing the thinking faculties 
rather than cramming the mind with facts and definitions. 
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BUILDINGS. 

Considering the recent rapid growth of this city, perhaps it is 
not strange that the school accommodations have not kept pace 
with the increase of population. 

A new building in Greenville, completed last February, accom- 
modates all puj)us in the southern section of the city. 

Several additional buildings, or an enlargement of our present 
buildings, in other localities is imperatively demanded. 

Taking everything into consideration progress can be noted all 
along the line. 'Z 

The city Teachers' Association meets regularly the third Wed- 
nesday of each month, and the addresses, essays and discussions 
are inspiring and helpful. The teachers are progressive, compe- 
tent and faithful. The School Board is zealously working in all 
directions for the good of the schools. 

As a sample of our examinations I insert a set of questions 
used last June for the admission of pupils to our high schools. 

LANGUAGE. 

1. Define letter, syllable, word, phrase, clause, sentence, 
analysis and parsing. 

2. What is the root of a word, prefix and suffix ? Give the 
prefixes and suffixes and meaning of each as found in the follow- 
ing words : Teacher, teaching, unhealthy, impurity, blameless, 
kingly, renew, foretaste, dishonor. 

3. How may sentences be classified according to use and 
structure ? Give examples of each class. 

4. What is a subject, predicate, object, attribute, and modi- 
fier ? Illustrate the use of each. 

5. How may the grammatical subject be modified ? How may 
the grammatical predicate ? Illustrate each. * 

6. Give three adjectives compared by the use of suffixes, three 
by prefixing words, three irregularly, three not compared. 

7. Write an advertisement of an article lost or found, for in- 
sertion in a newspaper. 

8. "I hold that Christian grace abounds where charity is seen ; 
that when we climb to heaven, 'tis on the rounds of love to men." 
Indicate by diagram or write the analysis of the above. 

9. Write five sentences, each illustrating diflferent uses of the 
comma and capital letter. 

10. Express the thoughts contained in the following paragraphs 
in your own language : 
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* 'There's a divinity that shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we wilL'* 

"Defer not till to-morrow to be wise, 
To-morrow's sun to thee may never rise." 

* 'Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time." 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Define Arithmetic, Factor, Cancellation, Decimal Fractions, 
Prime Number, Bank and True Discount, Compound Interest, 
Batio, Mensuration. 

2. M. H. Paddock bought of G. W. Clerhew 3,145 fence pickets 
at $2.25 per C. ; 15,690 feet of lumber at $18.75 per M. ; 2,784 
pounds of hay at $13.00 per T. ; 429 barrels of flour at $7.06 J per 
Darrel. 

(a) Make out a receipt bill, (b) Make out a negotiable note 
for the amount. 

3. How many cubic yards of earth are required to cover ^ of 
an acre 8 inches deep ? 

4. 343-^.007=? 12-^.002=? 

.08^ 32=? .1728-^ 12=? 

42-^600=? .96h- .8=? 

Having used a carriage one year I sold it for $125, which was 
26 per cent, below cost. What would I have received if I had 
sold it ten per cent, above cost ? 

6. I owe $500, due in 1 year and 6 months, and am offered $40 
if I will pay it now. I accept the offer and borrow the money at 
a bank. How much is made ? 

7. How many feet of lumber will it take to make a side-walk 
30 rods long, 4 feet wide, using two inch plank, and at a distance 
of every three feet a 3x4-inch strip across the walk ? 

8. State in full how you find the amount due on a note on 
which partial p&yments have been made. 

9. A ladder 40*^ feet long is placed against a wall 14 feet high 
and just reaches the top. It is then turned over and touches the 
top of another wall 26 feet high. What is the width of the 
street ? 

10. If 7 bushels of wheat are worth 10 bushels of rye, 5 bushels 
of rye are worth 14 bushels of oats, and 6 bushels of bats are 
worth $12, how many bushels of wheat wUl $120 purchase ? 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Make a drawing showing the circles and zones on the earth's 
surface. Name the climate parallels and state why they occupy 
the position they do. 
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2. Name the races of men and the leading characteristics of 
each. 

8. Compare and contrast North and South America in respect 
to (a) physical features, (b) climate, (c) productions, (4) animals 
and vegetable life. 

4. Imited States : (a) Which coast is best adapted to com- 
merce ? (b) Why ? (c) Name three States noted for commerce, 
(d) three for manufactures, (e) three for grain raising, (f) two for 

({old and silver, (g) two for iron, (h) two for copper, (i) two for 
umber, (j) two for cotton, (k) one for oranges, (1) one for sugar. 
6. Write half a page on * The Mississippi Valley." 

6. State the position, surface, climate, productions, exports 
and imports of Brazil, France, China and Egypt. 

7. Name in order the countries bordering on the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, the cities on its coast, the rivers emptying into it, and 
the islands in its waters. 

8. State the effect of climate and physical features of a 
oountrv on the occupations of its people. 

9. ifame all the English dependencies. 

10. Draw a map of Europe, locating the countries, mountain 
ranges, principal rivers and cities. 

HISTORY. 

1. Who discovered and explored Labra'lor, St. Lawrence river, 
Hudson river, Mississippi river, Mexico, South America, and the 
Pacific Ocean ? 

2. Compare and contrast the early settlers of Massachusetts 
and Virginia. 

8. Give a short sketch of the origin, progress and results of 
slavery in the United States. 

4. Give the names andprinciples of five of the political parties 
that have existed in the united States. 

5. What Presidents, having served one term, ^ere re-elected ? 
State a leading event in each administration. 

6. Trace General Grant's career through the civil war. 

7. What are the oualifications for United States Senators and 
Representatives ? How are vacancies filled ? 

8. Describe Bui^oyne's expedition. What were the effects of 
Burgoyne*8 defeat ? 

1). Describe tlie Dred Scott case, American System, Monroe 
Dot^trino, Nullification, Boston Port Bill, the Alien and Sedition 
Laws? 

10. Who were the Puritans, Quakers, and Huguenots? Where 
(lid they settle? 
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SPELUNa. 

[Dictated by teacber.] 

1. He preferred to maintain his belligerent attitude. 

2. The scenery as viewed from the piazza was extremely puh 
turesque. 

3. 1 have in my garden asparagus, lettuce, rhubarb, celery, and 
jpuTnpkins, 

4. The children enunciated clearly, because of their training in 
phonic analysis, 

5. It matters not by what name we call the man who wields 
this centralized power, whether kin^, czar, emperor, president, 
capitalist, or laborer. Just so far as it is absolute and irrespon- 
sible it is dangerous. 



MILLVILLE. 



J. W. Newlin, Superintendent. 



To E. O, Chapman, State Superintendent : 

Sir : — In presenting to you my annual report, I desire to say 
that having entered upon the duties of the Superintendency in 
April last, there has been Uttle in my administration to call for 
special mention. I found the schools in fair condition, and such 
matters as required amendment I have endeavored to get in 
shape. 

Our High School is making decided advancement. Prof. 
Sensor, the PrinciDal, is working hard to secure the best possible 
results. The graduating class, at the Commencement in June, 
gave evidence of the thoroughness of his methods. In the class 
was a young colored lad, Charles H. Borican, who graduated 
with an exceUent average, and I think is worthy of special men- 
tion. He worked in a brick yard, and got up and went to his 
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task at two A. M., so as to complete his task and get the after- 
noon to pursue his studies with the class. Pluck and energy 
always tell, and this young colored lad, whose graduating essay 
was an able and eloquent plea for his race, has passed with 
honor the examinations, and entered Oberlin College, Ohio. 
The class numbered six, this young colored lad and five young 
ladies, and it speaks well for them that they did not feel lowered 
by the association, but proud of his achievements and cheerfully 
gave to him the place of honor. 

SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The Board has put forth every effort to increase our school ac- 
commodations. New rooms have been opened in two of our 
buildings, with seating capacity for fort^-two pupils each. They 
have been furnished with the best furniture to be obtained, and 
I think are models of neatness and convenience. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

We have now seven school buildings in the city proper, with 
thirty-four departments, all well furnished and in fair condition. 
In addition there are five suburban schools, well furnished and 
all but one building in good condition. 

REGISTRY — ^AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 

The census taken in May shows two thousand six hundred and 
eighteen children in the city between the ages of five and eighteen. 
At this writing the enrollment is one thousand five hundred and 
seventy-six, the average attendance, one thousand three hundred 
and twenty- one. 

NIGHT SCHOOLS. 

An improved plan for the operation of the night schools has 
been put in operation this season. In place of opening a large 
number of rooms, with indiscriminate admission of all applicante. 
we have opened a register and admit pupils only by permit, 
The result was the exclusion of the disorderly element, which 
was always and only present to make trouble. 

City Council makes an appropriation of $1,000 to carry on 
these schools, and next year we confidently anticipate better 
results from them. 

The enrollment is 'about four hundred and seventy-five, the 
average attendance about three hundred and fifty. Thirteen 
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teachers are employed. The course of study embraces reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography and grammar. The two studies 
last named in one department only. 



NEWARK. 



William N. Barringer, Superintendent. 



To E, 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

The following will present to you in brief the condition and 
progress of the schools of Newark up to September, 1886. 

llie Board of Education was diligent in tne performance of its 
duty. The prosperity of the schools is sufficient evidence of 
that. The public interest in education, especially public educa- 
tion, is very encouraging. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

We are still suffering for want of more school accommodations, 
though we are making commendable progress in supplying this 
want and we hope now to be able to say that we have room for 
all who desire to attend. 

The buildings now in use, except three or four rented ones, are 
in good condition, as to construction ; they are fairly well lighted 
and ventilated, though there is room for improvement here. They 
are better furnished than ever before. 

The city now owns thirty-two buildings and rents eight, giving 
a seating capacity altogether of about twenty thousand. Ham- 
bui^ Place house received a very handsome addition of six 
rooms, making it a fourteen room house, with some eight hun- 
dred and forty seats. 

The Board had in operation during the year forty schools 
ranging from two class rooms to twenty. The schools had a very 
prosperous year. The health of the teachers and pupils was 
fully up to the average. 
7 
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The seating accommodations are shown in the following : 

Normal school 36 

High school 888 

Grammar schools, about 5,000 

Primary schools, about 14,250 

Industrial schools, about 300 

Total 20,474 

ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE. 

The enrollment, the average attendance, average enrollment 
and the per cent, of attendance is shown in the following table : 
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AGES OP PUPIUS. 



The following table shows the number of pupils of different 
ages who attended school the first year : 

Of the twenty-two thousand three hundred and twenty-nine 
pupils enrolled — 

856 were between 5 and 6 years of age. 
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548 were between 15 and 16 years of age. 

247 " " 16 " 17 " " 

117 " " 17 " 18 " " 

73 " " 18 " 19 " " 

Of this number twenty thousand three hundred and eighty- 
three were under fourteen. This seems to show that the work of 
the public school is nearly completed at fourteen years of age. 

The following shows the ennumeration of children between five 
and eighteen for 1886 : 

First ward 2,055 Eleventh ward 2,?63 

Second ward 1,886 Twelfth ward 5,290 

Third ward 1,619 Thirteenth ward 7,015 

Fourth ward 2,463 Fourteenth ward 994 

Fifth ward 1,507 Fifteenth ward 2,024 

Sixth ward 6,563 

Seventh ward 2,657 Total 45,818 

Eighth ward 4,024 Amount, 1885 43,263 

Ninth ward 1,383 

Tenth ward 3,975 Increase 2,555 

TEAGHEBS. 

Number of teachers in the employ of the Board. 

Male Teachers in day schools 28 

Female teachers in day schools 351 

Music teachers in day schools 1 

Drawing teachers in day schools 1 

Male teachers in evening schools 31 

Female teachers in evening schools 32 

Total 444 

Of this number engaged in the diflferent grades — 
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INSTRUCTION. 

The schools had an exceedingly prosperous year. The attend- 
ance was excellent, the discipline very satisfactory and the 
methods of instruction better than during any preceding year. 
The public sentiment concerning education, especially public 
school education, was more intelligent and active than ever 
before. 

The Normal School has more than met the expectations of its 
friends ; it has entirely outgrown its present accommodations. 
At the opening of the present school year, the membership was 
fifty-five, nearly double any preceding year. We have many ap- 
plications for admission n*om the towns and cities outside of 
Newark. I think the time has arrived when this school should 
be recognized by the State Board of Education and placed on 
the same footing as to diplomas, etc., as the State School at 
Trenton. 

Our Hi^h School has made excellent progress in all respects. 
The building has been very much enlarged and improved. The 
various departments are in a substantial condition. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

During last summer we introduced as an experiment a new 
feature in our school work. It has often been asked what shall 
we do with the large number of children who are unable to leave 
the city during the long summer vacation. We endeavored, in 
part at least, to answer that question by establishing three sum- 
mer schools. When opened they were immediately filled to over- 
flowing ; in fact, more than three times as many children applied 
as could be accommodated. 

These schools were continued for six weeks and were well at- 
tended up to the close, the pupils and the teachers, almost with- 
out exception, expressing a desire to continue them longer. The 
daily sessions were three hours, from eight to eleven A. M. By 
this single daily session the pupils were kept in good spirits and 
their school habits were preserved, and they were enabled to 
enter upon their regular school work at the opening of the 
school year in September in excellent condition, physically and 
mentally. 

The judgment of the teachers was unanimously in favor of the 
plan of summer schools. 



NEWARK— Continued. 



EVENING BOHOOIB. 

The EveniDg School work ib an important feature in oar sys- 
tem. These schools have been improTing in roost lespecte for 
eiffht yeara past. They are now appreciated by the pablic and 
welt snpported by the Board. 

The following schools were in operation for five months daring 
the year, with such attendance, etc., as is shown in the table : 

Lafayette Street, 

Newton street, 

Webster Street, 

Sonth Market Street, 

Morton Street, 

Central Avenue, 

Evening Drawing School, 

All for Doth sexes except Evening Drawing School. 
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CHILD LABOR AND COMPUIBOBT EDUCATION. 

We are making some efifort to assist in the enforcement of the 
Child Labor Law, bnt thus far not with much sucoobb. I think 
this law should be rigidly enforced. The comraunity generally 
are not aware to what an extent yoting children are em^OTed in 
OQT mannfacturing establishments. The Compulsory School 
Law should also be well enforced. It needs to be amended ; as 
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it now stands it is useless. The proviso excepting from its pro- 
visions all places not having sufficient school accommodations 
practically kills it. 



NEW BRUNSWICK. 



Charles Jacobus, A. M., Superintendent. 



To E. O. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

The Superintendent sends the following concerning the schools 
under his charge in that city : 

I. CONDITION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

The buildings remain in the same condition generally as last 
year, so far as regards important changes. 

The Hale street school was refurnished with new desks and 
seats, and otherwise put in excellent condition for the reception 
of primary scholars from the too crowded rooms of the other 
schools. 

The increasing number of scholars will soon make imperative 
the erection of a new building or the enlargement of some of 
those already erected. 

II. COURSE OF STUDY. 

The course of study has not been changed. A very few 
changes will be suggested for the coming year. While some de- 
sire a little more elasticity so as to allow optional studies, yet in 
general the course seems well calculated for the average necessi- 
ties of scholars in their preparation either for actual business 
life or for a more extended course of study in higher institutions. 
Another year will, it is to be hoped, find some of the present 
text books supplanted by others. Sometimes a change of text 
book, even if it be no better, leads to increased interest on the 
part both of scholar and teacher. 
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m. LIBRARY AND APPARATUS. 

The library is an important feature in connection with the 
High and Grammar school departments. There have been 
added to the library since the last report two hundred and sev- 
enty Yolumes, by far the greater portion of these being the ^ft 
of Mr. Charles D. DesUer, as additions to the George W. 
Deshler Memorial Library. The entire number of volumes now 
in the Library is two thousand seven hundred and eighty-five. 

During the past year about two hundred and fifty dollars have 
been expended for the better equipment of the school with ap- 
paratus table and apparatus. A beginning has been made here, 
which, if kept up, will add very materially to the advantages 
already presented. The judicious use of even a limited amount 
of apparatus will, in the benefits received, repay an hundred fold 
all outlay made therefor. 

IV. PUNCTUALITY IN ATTENDANCE. 

The punctuality in attendance of the average New Brunswick 
scholar is, all things considered, really remarkable. Great pride 
exists on the part of teachers and scholars to sustain the reputa- 
tion they have made for excellence in this respect, and the show- 
ing is such as to make the matter one of congratulation to all 
concerned. 

This commendable feature, considered with reference to pros- 
pective individual duties, of whatever kind, cannot fail to exert 
an influence that will produce a harvest of good. The per cent, 
of attendance for the year among all the schools of the city has 
been ninety-five and two-tenths, and it is safe to say that three- 
fourths of what is lacking to make the record a perfect one may 
be ascribed to sickness as the cause. 

During the year among all the scholars of the city, assembling 
twice a day, there have been only four hundred and forty-three 
cases of tardiness, with a loss of time of eleven hours and twenty- 
four minutes. 

V. PROGRESS OF CLASSES. 

Measured by the number that pass the examinations for pro- 
motion, reaching the required per cent, of eighty, the progress 
has been, in the main, such as to afford no special cause for 
criticism. 

But the idea of grades and per cents, is apt to have precedence 
in the scholar's mind, (if not in the teacher's) above true mental 
development and actual progress, and sometimes it is found that, 
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though the required per cent, is actually reached hj some scholars^ 
still their subsequent record does not justify their promotion, 
though it is possible that to the lack of effort on the part of the 
scholar this is to be ascribed. The work passed over is about 
the same in this city as in others, but there is no means for com- 
parison as to excellence in results obtained. 

Some of the class rooms, especially in the lower grades, are 
too crowded for thorough work on the part of the teacher. Here, 
at the threshold of school life, the teacher should have fewer 
scholars instead of more than subsequently. The usual condi- 
tion of things is the reverse of this. 

VI. EVENING SCHOOLS. 

• 

A desire having been manifested on the part of many for the 
privilege of attending evening schools, these were, b^ the 
authority of the Board of Education, and under the direction of 
the Superintendent, commenced January 7th, and were continued 
three evenings a week till March 10th. The number of teachers 
employed was eight. The average attendance was one hundred 
and eighty-five. The per cent, of attendance from the number 
of scholars enrolled was sixty-five. The order, attention, pro- 
gress and general conduct of the scholars deserve especial com- 
mendation. 

VII. SESSIONS AND RECESSES. 

There are two daily sessions, morning and afternoon, and ex- 
cept to a few classes of the lowest grades no general recess. 

The length of the sessions is shortened on this account and the 
arrangement is found to work well. In stormy weather there is 
no afternoon session, but the early hour (11.15 A. M.) at 'which a 
decision has to be formed concerning the weather of the after- 
noon prevents the conjectures about the weather from being ful- 
filled. The result necessarily is an occasional stormy afternoon 
with school, and sometimes a clearing afternoon without school. 

VIII. GRADUATING EXERCISES. 

The commencement exercises of the nineteenth graduating 
class were held in the Opera House, at which a large and ap- 
preciative audience was present. The final appearance of the 
graduates and the excellent performance of the various parts 
assigned reflected credit upon the class. 
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CONCLUSION. 

At the result of the year's work, and the continued devotion of 
teachers to their labors, the Superintendent expresses himself as 
pleased, yet believes that still greater excellence and thorough- 
ness can be attained and will be attained in the future. He 
would emphasize the great necessity on the part of parents to see 
to it that not only studies and the careful preparation of lessons 
at home be carefully attended to, but also to co-operate in all 
things for the mental, moral and phvsical welfare of the pupils. 

The Superintendent feels grateful for the cordial support he 
has received from every teacher and for the warm interest the 
Board of Education has manifested in the welfare of the 
schools. 

EXAMINATION PAPERS. 

I append only a few papers upon several subjects which may 
be of sufficient genera] interest to warrant their appearance in 
this connection. The per cent, required in studies and examina- 
tion for promotion is eighty. 

EXAMINATION IN ARITHMETIC — A CLASS — GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

1. Define (1) concrete number ; (2) prime number, (3) composite 
number, (4) common multiple ; (5) cancellation, 

2. Write (1) Thirty-seven thousand and four hundred-thous- 

andths. 

(2) Three thousand and seven millionths. 

(3) Two hundred and sixteen ten-thousandths. 

(4) Three thousand four hundred-thousandths. 

(5) Three thousand and four hundred-thousandths. 

3. I give 37J^ barrels of oil, each containing 47^ gallons, at 19f 
cents per gallon, for 74 1-7 tons of coal, at $4.27 per ton. Do 1 
make or lose and how much ? 

4. A man builds three miles and a half of fence at 37^ cents 
per foot. What is the cost of all ? 

6. How much less will it cost to put a fence around a square 
lot, 97 rods 3 yards 1 foot 6 inches square, at 19^ cents a foot, 
than to dig a ditch around the same lot, costing 23f cents a foot. 

6. I buy 1300 tons of coal for $9,750 and sell it for $8.25 per 
ton. How much do I gain per ton and how many per cent, do I 
gain? 

7. (1) Write 1886 in Koman notation. 

(2) Write the prime numl ers from 50 to 80. 

(3) What per cent, of anything is 1-7 of it ? 
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(4) Express 6^ per cent, as a common fraction. 

(5) What is 221 per cent, of 5 ? 

8. If I buy lead pencils at 25 cents a dozen and sell at 6 cents 
apiece, what % of profit do I gain ? 

9. A sells 20 bales of cotton, each weighing 236 lbs., @ 44 cents 
per pound, 5,000 bushels of wheat @ $1.12^ per bushel, 13 pieces 
of cloth, each containing 143 yards, @ $1.25 per yard. "Wliat is 
his commission at 6J^ % ? 

10. Cost, $80 ; asking price, $100 ; per cent, of profit desired, 
15. How many % must I deduct from asking price to realize the 
profit desired ? 

11. Mr. Jones bought a horse for $275 and sold it at a gain of 
37^ % and the buyer sold it at a loss of 20 %. What did the 
latter receive for it? 

[Any ten, and only ten, of the above are to be solved.] 

GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT — A CLASS 1886. 

1. Analyze the following sentence : Mr. Brown, a New York 
merchant^ stopped all night at the house of a well-to-do farmer in 
the northern part of Ohio. 

2. Parse the nouns and adjectives in the above sentence. 

3. Write three sentences containing (1) the possessive plural of 
" child," (2) the objective plural of " chimney," (3) the nomina- 
tive plural of " son-in-law." 

4. Copy the sentence below and punctuate it properly : 
Come boys said the farmer james o sheldon of metuchen it is 

time to get up the birds have been singing wake up wake up a 
long time. 

5. Write four sentences — (1) having a proper adjective and an 
adjective phrase ; (2) having an irregular verb in the future per- 
fect tense, indicative mood ; (3) having a personal pronoun in 
objective case, plural number ; (4) having a noun in apposition 
with the object of the sentence. 

6. Illustrate by sentences and underscore (1) transitive verb ; 
(2) a predicate noun ; (3) a predicate adjective ; (4) use of the 
hyphen ; (5) the infinitive mood. 

7. Decline man ; (2) goose ; (3) tooth ; (4) fox ; (5) he. 

8. Rewrite the following sentence and correct any mistakes 
you see : 

I and John never had went to school but knowed whom the 
teecher was and when John ore his brother phillip did go they 
did not behave themselves. 

9. Define — (1) Irregular verb , (2) intransitive verb ; (3) poten- 
tial mood ; (4) imperative sentence ; (5) preposition. 

10. Write twelve lines at least upon ** Trees," writing neatly 
and punctuating carefully. 
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ARITHMETIC — D CLASS, HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Write in words nsing no figures, the following : 

(1) 5000.00007, (3) .05007, 

(2) 5000,700 (4) 5700 

1000 

2. Which will cost more and how much, to bnild a fence around 
a lot 111 rods 3 yards 2 feet 6 inches square at 24f cents per foot, 
or to dig a ditch around a lot 135 rods 2 yards square at 20 cents 
a foot ? 

3. Cost of cloth $1 | pe r yard. Asking price $3.00 ; per cent. 
of profit desired, 40. What per cent, must I deduct from asking 
price to do this ? 

4. A boy rides a bicycle, whose large wheel is 54 inches in 
diameter, around a circular track f of a mile in diameter. Re- 
quired the number of revolutions of the wheel. 

5. Which is more profitable to buy, a house for $3,000 on 6 
months credit at 6 per cent., or to pay $2,920 cash for it? 

6. Two men dug a ditch for $57.60. One man worked 3^ days 
and dug 14^ rods per day ; the other worked 14^ days and dug 
11^ rods per day. How much did . each receive if they shared 
in proportion to the time they worked ? 

7. What is the cube root of 236 to three places of decimals ? 

8. What is the interest of $216.96 from January 25th, 1882, to 
December 12th, 1885, at 7^ per cent. ? 

9. Define, (1) Percentage, (2) Prime No., (3) Composite No., (4) 
a Cube, (5) the root of a No., (6) Face of a Note, (7) Present 
Worth, (8) Proceeds, (9) Power of a No., (10) Eatio. 

10. The perpendicular of a right angle triangle is 10.05. The 
base is 13.4, what is the hypotenuse? 

11. If 27 compositors by working 12 hours a day for 30 days, 
can set the types of 28 books, of 260 pages each, having 60 lines 
to the page and 44 letters to the line, how many compositors will 
it take to set the type of 56 books, having 220 pages each, with 
52 lines to the page and 48 letters to the line, working 32 days 9 
hours a day ? 

N. B — Ajiy ten, and only ten, of these questions are to be an- 
swered. 

FINAL EXAMINATION IN RHETORIC — JUNE, 1886. 

1. Discuss the suitability of an essay subject. 

2. Why and how shall we collect and arrange material for an 
essay? 

3. Define the three elements of diction. 
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4. Define and illustrate synonyms and barbarisms. 

5. Define the five requisites of a good sentence. 

6. Make five sentences, each of which violates one of these re- 
quisites, and then correct them. 

7. What are the advantages of figures. 

8. Name and illustrate six of the best known figures. 

9 and 10. Give five sentences and then vary their expression, 
mentioning the different rule applied to each. 

11. Define criticism, and tell its value. 

12. Discuss taste and its standard. 

13. Define the five sources of the pleasures of taste. 

14. Define prose and poetry. 

15. Discuss the four qualities of a good description. 

16. Define oration, and the three kinds or oratory. 

17. Name all the qualities of a good oration and of a good 
orator. 

18. Define three kinds of poetry and name their subdivisions. 
19 and 20. Write at least ten lines about the plot of one of the 

great epics to be marked for punctuation and capitals. 
Time three hours. 

AN EXAMINATION IN PHYSICS — B CLASS. — HIGH SCHOOL, JUNE, 1886. 

1 and 2. Give eight important laws of physics. 

3 and 4. Describe ten experiments, iUustrating important prin- 
ciples of physics. Draw diagrams as much as possible. These 
experiments must illustrate principles of : (1) liquid pressure ; (2) 
motion ; (3) heat ; (4) sound ; (5) electricity. 

5. Tell what you know about the barometer. 

6. Tell what you know about the thermometer. 

7. Describe and explain the phonograph. 

8. "If an object be placed in front of a concave mirror," upon 
what will " the position and size of the image " depend ? Illus- 
trate by diagrams the " three well-marked cases." 

9. Describe and explain the plate electrical machine and its 
action. 

10. (1) An orifice is made near the bottom of a dam at a dis- 
tance of eighteen feet below the level of the water ; with what 
velocity does the water issue ? 

(2.) A body falls five seconds. How far does it go in the fifth 
second ? 

CAESAR EXAMINATION — A CLASS — HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Translate : ' Dumnorigem ad se vocat ; fratrem ad hibet ; 
quae in eo reprehendat, ostendit ; quae ipse intelligat, quae 
civitas queratur, proponit. Monet ut in reliquum tempus omnes 



NEW BRUNSWICK— Continued. 109 

snspiciones vitet ; praeterifca se Divitiaco fratre condonare dicit. 
Dumnorigi cnstodes ponit, ut quae agat, qmbnscnm loqnatnr, 
scire possit. 

2. Construe Divitiaco fratri. 

3. Give principal parts of ostendit, intelligat, querator, pro- 
ponit, and agat. 

4. Give reasons for gender of fratrem, tempus, suspieiones, and 
custodes. 

5. Explain mood of reprehendat and possit. 

6. Parse scire, giving principal parts. 

7. Translate : Prima luce, quum summus mons a Tito Labieno 
teneretur, ipse ab hostium castris non longius mille et quingentis 
passibus abesset neque, ut postea ex captivis comperit, aut ipsius 
adventus ant Labieni cognitus esset ; Considius equO admisso ad 
eum accurrit ; dicit monfcem quern a Labieno occupari voluerit 
ab hostibus teneri ; id se a Gallicio armis atque insignibus cog- 
novisse. Caesar suas capias in proximum coUem subducit, aciem 
instruit. 

8. Construe luce, passibus, montem, teneri, and insignibus. 

9. Compare prima, summus, longius, and proximum. 

10. Give reason for the gender of luce, mons, collem, and 
aciem. 

11. Decline passibus. 

12. Explain the mode of cognitus esset, and voluerit. 

13. Translate : (Dixit) Unum se esse ex omni civitate 
Aeduorum, qui adduci non potuerit, ut juraret aut suod liberos 
obsides daret. Ob earn rem se ex civitate prof agisse, et Bomam 
ad senatum venisse auxilium postulatum, quod solus neque jure- 
jurando neque obsidibus teneretur. Sed pejus victoribus Se- 
quanis quam Aeduis victis accidisse propterea quod Ariovistus rex 
Germanorum in eorum fioibus consedisseb, tertiamque partem 
agri Sequani qui esset optimus totius Galliae occupavisset, et nunc 
de altera parte tertia Sequanos decedere juberet. 

14. Compare pejus and optimus. 

15. Explain the use of postulatum and daret. 

16. Construe Gallise, Bomam, and pejus. 

17. Name the declension of jurejurando and decline it in the 
singular. 

f 
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PHILLIPSBURG. 



Edwin C. Beers, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E, 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

I herewith submit my second annual report for the school year 
ending August 31st, 1886. 

The schools are making slow but sure progress toward the true 
educational standard. Many of the teachers are earnest seekers 
after truth, not only in educating the mind but the symmetrical 
development of the four important factors of the pupils' nature. 
The necessity for a more thorough knowledge of the teachers' 
profession is generaUy acknowledged. 

The schools will open next year with no more room. The 
members of the Board of Education are in favor of providing 
suitable buildings, but they lack the power to raise money for 
that purpose. 

TEACHERS. 

Our corps of teachers numbers thirty-four. Three are em* 
ployeil in the high school, five in the grammar, seven in the 
intermediate, seven in the secondary, and twelve in the primary 
departments. 

There are ten first grade, twenty second grade and four third 
grade county certificates. Eight of the first grade certificates 
expire previous to May 1st, 1887. The teachers holding them 
will l>e obligeil to spend much ti^e in acquiring enough unas- 
similattHl knowleilge to pass the examination successfully, while 
their rt^peotivi^ schools may suffer from neglect. Only teachers 
hi>ldiug first grade certificates complain. These teacher have 
never left the profession, and consider a second certificate as un- 
uei^v^^urv as the phvsician would a second diploma. 

i^ur corps of tt^ai'her^ has sustained a great loss in the death 
ivf William Cook, A. B.« late Principal of the high school, a 
vouug man of uprii^ht character and gne*t ability. He was a 
ailigent student aua an earnest teacher. 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

The twelfth annual conynencement of the high school was 
held at the Main Street M. E. Church, June 26th. Five young 
ladies and one gentleman graduated with honor. 

On Saturday, June 26th, forty-eight applicants for the high 
school were examined in arithmetic, grammar, geography. United 
States history, reading and spelling. A minimum grade of 
eighty per cent, in every study is required. 

The examination is open to pupils from private schools and 
from the grammar departments of the public schools. Thirty-six 
of the applicants were admitted. 

• 

ABBOR DAY. 

Arbor Day was celebrated by all the schools with appropriate 
exercises, in which the children took a prominent part. Only 
▼ines and shrubs were planted, as the season was too far ad- 
vanced to plant trees. The citizens showed their interest in the 
exercises by a large attendance at all the buildings. 

CONCLUSION. 

The wisdom of the Board of Education in continuing qualified 
teachers in their old positions was apparent at the annual exam- 
ination of the different schools in the quality of the work and 
enthusiasm of the pupils. The teachers are elected every year. 
In the past the teachers were frequently changed from one posi- 
tion to another without due regard to the ability of the teachers, 
the efficiency of their work or the welfare of the schools. After 
becoming acquainted with the work of a particular grade, the 
teachers by remaining in the same schools were able to correct 
any mistakes made the previous year, and accomplish their work 
in a more satisfactory manner. 

I acknowledge my indebtedness to the members of the Board 
of Education for their unanimous and hearty support in my ad- 
ministration of the public schools during the past year. 
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PLAINFIELD. 



J. L, HuRLBUT, Superintendent. 



lo Hon, E, 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

I present with pleasure a report of our schools for the year 
ending June 24, '86. 

The public schools of Plainfield are under the chaise of one 
principal, Miss Julia E. Bulklej. She is assisted in the manage- 
ment by four vice principals, one for each building. 

The btillman High School is named after the late Dr. Stillman, 
who was the founder of the Plainfield public school system, and 
for many years President of the Board of Education and City 
Superintendent of Schools. This building contains eight classes, 
four in the high school and four in the grammar grade. It is 
under the special care of the principal, aided by Mr. F. J. Miller, 
vice principal. The course of study thoroughly prepares stu- 
dents for college, both in the classical and scientific departments, 
for business and for active life. A number of its graduates are 
now in college, and many of its students are preparing for col- 
lege. A class of five young ladies and six gentlemen was gradu- 
ated on commencement day, June 24, 1886. 

THE FRANKLIN SCHOOL 

(Miss Noel J. Bullock, vice principal) has contained, during 
the past year, thirteen classes, nve more than the buiI(Ung was 
designed to hold. Of these, three belong to the grammar school, 
and ten to the primary school. We expect to transfer several of 
these classes to a new building on the opening of the fall term. 
Notwithstanding the overcrowded condition of this school, the 
work in all the grades has been of a high rank in merii 

THE WASHINGTON SCHOOL 

(^Mias M. E. Humpston, vice principal), has contained six 
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classes, all but one in the primary grade. The Grube method of 
teaching numbers was first tested in this school, with the very 
best results, which were largely due to the skill and enthusiasm 
of the teachers. The system is now successfully used in all the 
primary schools. 

THE BRYANT SCHOOL, 

(Miss Josephine Shreve, vice-principal) has just been com- 
pleted, and will be opened with the fall term. It is one of the 
finest school edifices in the country and contains accommodations 
for six classes, and an assembly hall. The building was planned 
by Oscar S. Teale, Esq., architect. 

teachers' meeting 

For the better training of the schools and the greater success 
of the twenty-seven teachers, a Teachers' Meeting has been held 
fortnightly, under the direction of the principal. During the 
past year, the work has been the*reading of Payne's Science and 
Art of Education, with notes and comments, illustrative lessons 
by the teachers, critical notes on class-room work, and occasion- 
al lectures on educational topics. 

NORMAL CLASS. 

Desiring to supply our future teaching force as far as practicable 
from our own students, we have organized, during the past year, 
a normal class, composed exclusively of graduates from the high 
school. This class is at present limited to three members. They 
pursue a course of study in pedagogics, and under the direction 
of the principal, observe the teaching in the school and receive 
training in practical work. At the completion of a two years' 
<5ourse, they will be received as teachers in the schools. 

ARBOR DAY 

Was observed by all the schools with appropriate exercises, 
<3onsisting of recitations, readings and addresses. No trees were 
planted, as the city is already beautifully shaded. 

MUSIC. 

All the classes receive regular graded instruction in the ele- 
ments of vocal music. Weekly lessons are given by Prof. T. 
E. Hazell, and class drills upon each lesson are given by the 
teachers. 
8 
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MORALS. 

We consider that the public school has a mission in the moral, 
no less than the intellectual training of its pupils. The teaching 
in this department has been given in accordance with a definite 
system, and adapted to the needs of each grade. Lessons 
have also been ^ven on the subject of temperance, in ac 
cordance with an act of the Board of Education. The 
greatest di£Sculty met by the Board of Education and the 
principal is the rapid increase in the population of our city, and 
the demand for increased accommodations, more classes, and 
more teachers, which is greater than the funds at our disposal 
can afford. Unless some plan can be devised for obtaining a 
larger revenue, the Board will be greatly embarrased during the 
coming year. But the people of Plainfield are justly proud of 
their public schools, and will, we trust, willingly grant them all 
the aid that shall be needed. 



THE NEWARK TECHNICAL SCHOOL 



To the HonoTcMe^ the Board of Education of the State of New 
Jersey : 

Gentlemen : — The Board of Trustees of the Newark Technical 
School present the following report of the organization and pro- 
gress of the school. 

llirough the zeal and interest of the Newark Board of Trade, 
a bill authorizing the establishment of a Technical School was 
presented to the Legislature during the session of 1881, and 
passed, whereby the State appropriated from three to five thou- 
sand dollars annually, provided the citizens raised a like sum. 
By earnest and persistent effort the Board of Trade succeeded in 
securing an annual subscription of five thousand dollars by the 
citizens for five years, making ten thousand dollars per annum 
for the support of the school. To the Board of Trade belongs 
the credit of initiating the movement and securing the means for 
the establishment of the institution. 

The Board of Trustees held its first meeting July 1, 1884. 
The necessary steps were promptlj]^ taken to organize and make 
the needed arrangements for opening the school. 

At the second meeting, August 1, 1884, the following organiza- 
tion was made : 

Gov. Leon Abbett President, 

Edward Goeller Vice President, 

A. F. E. Martin Treasurer, 

W. N. Barringer Secretary, 

The necessary committees were appointed and at once com- 
ttienced the work of securing a building, furniture, apparatus, 
®tc., for the use of the school. 

This work was pushed with commendable speed. A commo- 
^ous building, situated at 21 West Park street, a very eligible 
location, was leased for a term of five years, datgin from January 
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1st, 1885. This building was remodeled and thoroughly fitted 
and furnished, and the institution opened February 9th, 1885, 
with one hundred and nine students. 

The following faculty was unanimously appointed : 

Director and Teacher of Physics and Chemistry, 

Charles A. Colton, E. M. 

Teachers of Mathematics, 

H. T. Dawson, Ph. D, 
Henry J. Walther, Ph. D. 

Teachers of Drawing, 

James Kinsella, 
Albert W. Jacobi. 

These gentlemen accepted this appointment and entered upon 
their work and the Board feels that it has been especially fortu- 
nate in the selection of the instructors of the school. 

CONDITIONS FOR ADMISSIONS. 

Applicants for admission must be at least sixteen years of age, 
of good moral character and residents of Newark. They must 
be well grounded in the following studies, viz : Spelling, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, history and English composition. 

Certificates of graduation from any grammar school in Newark 
will admit to the school. Applicants not graduates from a 
grammar school must pass an examination in the foregoing 
studies. 

Ei^aminations for admission are held in June and September of 
each year. 

Applicants attending other schools will not be admitted. 

course op study. 

The course of study requires four years and is arranged in the 
following departments : 

department of science. 

(a) Physics, with applications. 

(b) General and Agricultural Chemistry, with applications. 
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DEPARTMENT OP MATHEMATICS. 

(a) Arithmetic. 

(b) Algebra. 

(c) Geometry (plane and solid). 

(d) Trigonometry. 

(e) Elementary Mechanics. 

(f ) Principles and use of machinery and tools. 



DEPARTMENT OF DRAWING. 



(a) Freehand. 

(b) Model. 

(c) Cast. 

(d) Architectural. 

(e) Mechanical. 



EXAMINATIONS. 



Examinations of the classes will be had twice a year, viz : the 
third week in December and the last week in the school year. 

Students failing in these examinations will be examined again 
previous to the opening of the school year, and if found deficient 
again must repeat the year's studies. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

Davis' University Algebra, Brooks' Geometry, Peck's Arith- 
metic, Elliott and Storer's Chemistry and Gaye's Elements of 
Physics. 

APPARATUS, ETC. 

The school has made a fair beginning in supplying the various 
departments with apparatus, chemical and physical, also models, 
casts, busts, flat -copies, patterns and machine models necessary 
for proper instruction in the subjects of the course. 

In addition to this the Board is, with the aid of the Director, 
making an excellent collection of specimens illustrating technical 
processes. 

The Department of Physics, including general and agricultural 
chemistry, is a strong feature in the school. 

This department is instructed by the Director, Prof. C. A. Col- 
ton. The subjects are presented in the form of lectures, illus- 
trated by experiments, the students assisting in the experiments 
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as far as possible. These lectures are well attended and mucli 
interest is manifested by the students. Frequent quiz exercises 
are had, at which time the student is required to reproduce the 
substance of the lectures and the results of the experiments. 

The Department of Mathematics is under the instruction of 
Professors Dawson and Walther. Considering the opportunities 
the students have for preparation and the time for recitation 
they are accomplishing good results. 

The Department of Drawing is instructed by Professor James 
Kinsella in the freehand, cast and model work, and Albert W. 
Jacobi in the mechanical work. 

The classes are well attended, the interest great and the re- 
sults highly commendable. 

The Board of Trustees feel encouraged by the general progress 
of the school and do not hesitate to express the belief that the 
investment of money in this institution made by the State and 
the citizens of Newark will result in a large benefit to the in- 
dustrial and mechanical interests of Newark and the State at 
large. It is also the opinion of the Board that the importance 
of technical education to the industrial interests of the country 
can hardly be overestimated and that it is the best policy, as well 
as the duty, of municipal and State authorities, to make prompt 
and liberal provision for such instruction. 

The following report of the Treasurer is submitted : 

Treasurer's Report to Trustees of Newark Technical School. 

Receipts to May 1st, 1885 $10,258 66 

Payments to May 1st, 1885 4,538 43 

Balance on hand May 1st, 1885 $5,720 23 

Receipts to May 15th, 1886 5,121 82 

$10,842 05 
Payments to May 1st, 1886 6,816 89 

Balance on hand May 15th, 1886 $4,025 16 

Respectfully, 

MOSES BIGELOW, 

Treasurer. 

The following report of Director Colton, concerning the details 
and progress of school, was presented to the Board of Trustees, 
and hereby submitted to your honorable body. 

Respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Board of Trustees. 

W. N. BARRINGER, 

Secretary. 
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Tb the Board of Trustees of ths Newark Technical School. 

Gentlemen : — With the opening of the second school year, a 
new class was admitted, and an additional instructor in mathe- 
matics appointed. 

Duringthe summer vacation a collection of plaster casts and a 
set of " Flats " were purchased for the use of the department of 
drawing. 

Additional apparatus for the department of chemistry and 
physics was also purchased, and alterations and repairs made in 
different parts of the building to meet the wants of the depart- 
ments. 

A reading-room has been established and the following periodi- 
cals are kept on file : 

Engineering, 

The Engineer, 

Chemical News, 

Popular Science Monthly, 

American Architect, 

American Machinist, 

Electrician and Electrical Engineer, 

Scientific American, 

Scientific American Supplement. 

The students have access to these whenever the school is open. 

At the close of the last school year. May 15, 1885, there were 
eighty-eight students on the roll. Fifty-seven passed the ex- 
aminations in May, the others being given until the last of Sep- 
tember to make up their conditions. JB^our of these conditioned 
had their conditions removed by a successful examination, held 
in September, the remainder being required to repeat the studies 
of the first year. At the opening of the school in October, a 
number of the students of last year did not return, this number 
including some who were successful in their examinations, as well 
as others who were not. 

Number of applicants, October, 1885 109 

Number of applicants admitted 67 

Of those admitted ten did not come. 

Number of students from last year 72 

Number of students on the roll at the opening of the year 129 

From the character of the examination papers handed in at 
the entrance examination, it was evident that a large number 
would avail themselves of the advantages offered by the school 
if they could pass the entrance examination. As this was ap- 
parently their hete noir, I advised the establishment of a prepara- 
tory class, requiring no examination for admission, instruction to 
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Statistical H^xtrt, hy Districts, for the County of A TLA NTF 
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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Staliaicai Report, by DUiricts, fw the Gouniy of CAPE MA Y. 
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Stale of New Jemey, for the School Tear etiding August 31, 1886. 
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New Jirsey, for the School Year ending Augu^ 31, 1886. 
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Statistical R^ort, by DittriOg, for the County of CUMBERLAND, 
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Siate of JVmo Jiereey, for the Sc/iool Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the Oiyimhf of J^SSEX, 
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State oj New Jereei/yfor th£ School Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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Slaiiitieal Report, by DialrieU, /or the Omnly of OLOVCESTER, 
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State of New Jersey, /or the School Year ending Avgvst 81, 1886- 
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StaHstieed RepoH, by Distru^, for the Comiy of HUDSON, 
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State of New Jersey ^ far the School Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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Statistical Beport, hy Districts, for the County of HUDSON, 
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State of Jfeio Jersey, for the School Year ending Auffwt 31, 1886. 
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Siatiitical Report, by Districts, for the Qyunty of HUNTERDON, 
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SMistieal R^ort, by Distrida, for the Counhf of OCEAN, 



D18TEICTS OR 



Morris^-(Coii.) 



I^SSSKsr: 



tu 



i ' i Is tik I 1 

& a S if^i I ■^ 

i I iS: Ifll 1| 

A it % liii ii 



li .8! 



iti 

i 






a,6M49 M!M 



l.aw 00 l.MO M G.WI *S 



MAKl'REItTKIt. 



H«IMikUtv 



MORRIS— OCEAN. 183 
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SltUe of New Jersey, for the School Year ending Augua 31, 18S6. 
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State of Jfew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1886. 
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State of New Jtrsey, for the School Year ending Axiguat 31, 1886. 
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State of New Jeney, for ihe Sckod Year ending Auguei 81, 1886. 
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